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CAMILL A,
. OR

A PICTURE OF YOUTIL.

Vor. V.

BOOK IX.

CHAP. I.

A4 Self-diffeltion.

NAMILLA remained in a ftate of
-accumulated diftrefs, that knew not
upon what obje¢t moft to dwell: her father,
- fhocked and irritated beyond the mild en-
durance of his chara&er; her brother, wan-
tonly fporting with” his family’s honour, and
his own morals and reputation; her uncle,
preparing for nuptials broken off without
his knowledge ; Edgar, by a thoufand per-
verfities of accident, of indifcretion, of mif-
underftanding, for ever parted from her;—
rufhed all together upon her mind, each
combatting for precedence, each individu-
ally foiled, yet all colleGtively triumphant.
INor were even thefe her fole fubjedts of af-.
VOL. V. B flrction :

e
/
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4 CAMILLA.

“ And is it poffible, Lionel, thus lightly,
thus negligently, thus unmoved you can
plan fuch a journey ? fuch an exile

“ Why what can I do? what can [ pof-
fibly do?. I am obliged to be off in my own

defence.  Unlefs, indeed, I marry~little
Mifs Dennel, which I have once or twice -

thought of ; for fhe’s a monftrous fool. But
then fhe is very rich. How fhould you
like her for a fifter? Nay, nay, I'm ferious.

Don’t thake your head as if I was joking.

" ‘What do you think of her for my fpoufe ?”’
-« She 1sa good girl, .I believe, Lionel,
though a fimple one; and I fhould be forry

to fee her unhappy : and how could either .

of you be otherwife, with contempt fuch as
this ?”

“ Blefs thy heart, my little dear, what
bave hufbands and wives to do with mak-
g one another unhappy ? Prithee don’t
fet about forming thy notions of married
people from the parfonage-houfe, and con-
clude a wife no better than a real rib, fticking
always clofe to a man’s fide. You grow fo
horridly fententious, I reallybegin to believe
you intend to take. out your diploma foon,
and put-on the furplrce my father meant
for his poor fon,”

". ¢ Alas, Lionel! — how changed, how

hard--forglve me if I fay how hard muft you
be grown, to be capableof gaiety and rattle

“ You'll
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¢ You'll die an old maid, Camilla, take
my word for it. And I'm really forry, for
“you’re not an ugly girl. You might bave
been got off. . But come, don’t look fo.me-~
lancholy at a little filly fport. The world
1s fo full of forrow, my dear girl, fo little vi-
fited by happinefs, that cheerfulnefs is almoft
as neceflary as exiftence, in' fuch a vale of
tears.”

“ What can induce you to laugh, Lionel,
at fuch words ?” '

“ I can’t helpit, faith ! I was thinking I
fpoke fo like a parfon’s fon!”

Camilla caft up hereyesand hands: < Lio-
nel, the cried, what have you done with your
heart ? has it 'banithed every natural feel-
ing ? has the affecting letter of the beft of
fathers, his cruel feparation from the moft
excellent of mothers, and. even your own
dreadfully cenfurable condué, ferved but to
amufe you with ridicule and derifion ?”* -

_ % Camilla,” cried he, taking her hands,
 you wrong me? you think I have no feel-

ing, becaufe | am not always crying. How-

-ever, fhalll tell. you the truth? I hate my-
felf! and fo completely’ hate myfelf at this

moment, that I dare not be grave ! dare not

fuffer refleCtion to take hold. of me, left it

fhould make life too odious for me to bear
it. I have run on from folly to wickednefs

for want. of thought, and ‘now thought is

33 .+ ready
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ready to come back, I muft run from that,
for want of ,fortxtude. What has bewitched
‘me, I knaw no more than you; but 1 never
meant .to_play this abominable. part. And
mow, if 1did not flog up my {pirits to pre-
vent their flagging, I fuppofe I fhould-hang
or drown. And, believe me, if I were con-
.demned to the galleys,l thould think it lefs
than I deferve ; for I hate myfelf, I repeat—
I honour my father, though I have ufed him
{aill; Ilove my mother,—forall her deuced
fevcm:y »—to the bottom of my foul ; Iwould
cut off my left arm for Lavinia and Euge-
-nia; and for thee, Camilla, I would lop off
- ~my right !—But yet, when fome frolick ar
gambol comes into my way, 1 forget you all
“clear oot of -my memory you walk, asif ¥
-had never beheld you !”

Camilla now. embraced him with a deluge
of teirs, entréated him to forgive the afpe-
rity his feeming 'want of all feeling had drawn
from her, and frequently to write to her,
-and acquaint her how he went on, and fend
hrs "dire®tion for her anfwers; that fo, at
feaft, their father might know how he em-
.ployed himfelf,. and have the power to give
‘him counfel.

 But how, my poor onnel » the added,
“« bow will you. live abroad ? How will you
.even travel &’

.« Whyaste ‘how] (hall live there, 1 don’t .
know ; but as well as I deferve eafily: how-

: ever,
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ever, as to how I fhall get there, look here,”
taking from his pocket a handful of guineas,
“that good little Eugenia has given me
every thing, even to the laft half crown,
that the had at Southampton, to help me
forward.”

*¢ Dear excellent, ever generous Eugenia !
. O that T could follow her example ! but
alas! I'have nothing ! —and worfe than no-
thing 11"

They then affe@ionatcly embraced each
ether, and parted. :

2 4
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-,

CHAP. 1I.

-

A Reckoning.

W EAT Camilla. experienced at this
V¥ juncture fhe believed could admit ne
aggravation. Even the breaking off with
Edgar feemed as a new misfortune from the
new force which circumftances gave to its

affli®ion. With his fympathifing aid, how

might fhe have foftened the forrows of her
father! how have broken the fhock of the

blow Clermont was Frcparing forher uncle ?.

But now, inftead of leflening their griefs,
" fhe muft herfelf infli¢ upon them a heavier
evil than any. they had yet fuffered. And
how could fhe reveal tidings for which they
were {o wholly unprepared ? how be even
intelligible in the hiftory, without expofing
the guilty Lionel beyond all chance of par-
don? - ,
Again fhe went to counfel with Eugenia,
who, with her ufual difinterefted affection,
~ “propofed taking the painful bufinefs upon

hertelf at their return home. Camilla with®

tears of gratitude accepted the fifterly of-
fice, and refolved to devote the reft of her
{hort time for Southampton to Mrs. Ber-
linton; who, fhocked to fee her evident

unhap-




CAMILLA. 9

unhappinefs, hung- over her with the moft
melting tendernefs : bewailing alike the dif-
appointment of Eugenia, and the condu&
of her brother; who now, with exquifite
mifery, fhut himfelf wholly up in his room.

This compaflionate kindnefs fomewhat
{foftened her anguith; but when the "en-
gagements of Mors. Berlinton called her
away, Mrs. Mittin burft brifkly into her

_chamber. . ‘ .

“ Well, my dear,” cried fhe, “ I come
with better news now than éver! only guefs
what it is!” - : o

Nothing could lefs conduce to the tran-
quillity of Camilla than fuch a defire; her
conjectures always flowed into the channels
of her wifhes; and the thought immediate-
ly that Mrs. Mittin had been informed of
her fituation, and came to her with-fome
intelligence of Edgar. o

Mrs. Mittin, after keeping her a full
quarter of an bour in fufpence, at laft faidz
4¢ Do you know Mifs Dennel’s going to be
married >—though he was fifteen only yef-
-terday. l—and I am invited to thewedding "

No: furprife had- ever yet produced lefs
pleafure toCamilla, who'now ceafed toliften, .
though Mrs. Mittin by no means ceafed to
{peak, till her attention was awakened by the
following fentence : * So, as I am to go to
town, to fhop with her, at her own papa’s

. "B 5 defire,

e



10 CAMILLA.. <
defire, yoii can .give me the. modey; yon

4

kinow, my dear, and I can pay off your Tun- -

‘bridge bills for you.”
* ,Bhe then took out of ber pockets fome
agcounts, which, fhe faid, (he had juft re-
<eived ; though, in fad, they had been in
Jer poffeflion more -than a week. : but till

the invitation of Mifs Dennel called her fp

pleafantly away, fhe had thought it prudent

to keep every motive in referve, that added

importance to her ftay.

. Camilla, with the ntmoft apprehenfion,
took the papers into her hands: they were
the: bills -from Tunbridge, of the milliper,
the .fhoe-makeg, the haberdafher, and the
glaver,-and, amounted altogether to fixtees
pounds.

"y The chief articles had been nearly forced

-upon her. by Mrs. Mittin, with affuranges of
their cheapnefs, and reprefentations of theis
néceflity, that, joined to herentire ignotance
of the enormous charges of fathion, had led
ker to imagihe four or five guineas the ut-
meoft fum, at which they could be eftimated.

© What now, then, was her horror! if to
#ixteen pounds amounted the triffesfhe had

2t “Tunbridge, what calculation »muft fhe.

gnake of articles {o infinitely ‘mofe valuable
. that belonged to her debts as.Southampton ?
And to wham -could the apply ? :Lionel,
&l under age, was fiying thekingdem with

LR «

-

debts,
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debts, which, to Mr. Tyrold’s limited in«
come, would be as heavy as the more con-
fiderable ones of her coufin upon Sir Hugh ;
Eugenia had given what help fhe had in her
power, before fhe quitted Cleves, upon the
affair of the horfe; and all that remained of
a confiderable prefent made for her South-
ampton expedition by her uncle, who in
every thing diftinguithed her as his fucceflor
and heirefs, the had juft beftowed upon Lio-
nel. Mrs. Berliaton, whofe tender friend«
fhip might, in this emergence, have en-
couraged folicitation, was involved in debts
of honour, and wanted money for herfelf;
and to Mrs. Arlbery, her only other acquaint «
ance with whom fhe was’ intimate ‘enough
to afk affiftance, fhe already owed five gui-
neas; and how, in confcience or decency,
could fhe addrefs her for more, when fhe faw
before her'no time, no term, upon which
fhe could fix for reftitutron ? .

. In this terfible ftate, with no one to-coun-
Yel her, and no powers of {elf-judgment, fhe
felt a dread of going home, that rendered the
€oming day aday of horror, though toa home
to whiek, hitherto, the had turned as the firft
Joy of her happinefs, or-{ofteft folace of any
difturbance. Her' filial affeltions were in
their priftine force; her fhort commerce
with the world had robbed them of none of
their vivacity ; her regard for Edgar, whar}z
4 B 6 N
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he delighted to confider as a younger Mr.

* .Tyrold, had rather enlarged than divided

.them ; but to return a burthen to an al-
ready burthened houfe, an affliGtion to an
already afflicted parent—* No !"’ fhe broke
out, aloud, “ I cannot go home !—I can-
not carry calamity to my father !—He will
be mild—Dbut he will Jook unhappy ; and I
would not fee his face in forrow—{orrow of
.my own creating—for years of after joy !”’
She threw herfelf down upon the bed,
hid her face with the counterpane, and wept,
1n defperate carelefsnefs of the prefence of
Mrs. Mittin, and anfwering nothing that
the faid. :
In affairs of this “fort, Mrs. Mittin had
a quicknefs of apprehenfion, which, though
but the attribute of ready cunning, was not
inferior to the keeneft penetration, poflefled,
for deeper inveftigations, by characters of
more folid fagacity. From the fear which
Camilla, in her anguifh, had uttered of fee-
ing her father, the gathered there muft be
fome fevere reftrition in money concerns;
and, without troubling herfelf to confider
what they might be, faw that to aid her at
this moment,would be the higheft obliga-
tion; and immediately fet at work a' brain
as fertile in worldly expedients, as it was bar-
ren of intellectual endowments, in forming a
plan of prefent relief, which fhe cog,clud‘ifil
. wou
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would gain her a rlch and. powerful fuend
for life. .

She was not long n fuggeﬁmg a propofi-

tion, which Camilla ftarted up eagerly to
hear, almoft breathlefs with the hope of any
reprieve to her terrors.

Mrs. Mittin, .amongft hér - numerous
friends, counted a Mr. Clykes, a money-
“lender, a man, fhe:faid, of the firft credit
for fuch matters with people of fathion in
any difficulty. If Camilla, therefore, would
collect her debts, this gentleman would pay
them, for a handfome premium, and hand-
fome intereft, till the was able, at her own
full leifure, to return the principal, with a
proper prefent.

Camilla nearly embraced her with rapture
for this fcheme.  The premiunt fhe would
colle¢t as fhe could, and the intereft fhe
would pay from her allowance, certain that
when her uncle was cleared from his em-
barraffinents, her own might be revealed
without any ferious diftres. She 'put, there-
fore, the affair whollyinto the hands of Mrs.
Mittin, befought her, the next morning, to
demand all -her Southampton bills, to.add te
them thofe for:the rent and the ftores of
Higden, and then to tranfa& the bufinefs
with Mr. Clykes, promifing to agree to
whatever premium, intereft, and prefent,
he (hould ;demand, with endlefs acknow-
ledgments to herfelf for fo great a fervxceéh

e



14 CAMILLA.

. . She:grieved to employa perfon {0 utterly
- difagreeable to Edgar ; but to avert imme-
diate evil was ever reﬁﬁlefs to her ardent
mlnd¢

The whole of the Southampton accounts -
were brought her early the next morning by
the adtive NVrs. Mittin, who now concluded,
that what the had gonceived to be covetouf-
nefs in Camilla, was only the fear of a hard
tytant of a father, who kept her fo parfimo-
nioufly that fhe could allow herfelf no in-
dulgence, till the death of her uncle thould
.endow her with her pwn rich inheritance.

Had this-arfangement not taken place be-
fore the arrival of the bills, Camilla, upon
beholding them, thought fhe fhould have
been driven to complete diftraction. The
ear-rings and necklace, filver fringes and
fpangles, feathers, nofegay, and fhoe-rofes,
with' the other parts of the drefs, and
the fine Valéncienne edging,came to thirty-
three pountls; The cloak alfo, that cheapeft
‘thing in the world, was nine guineas; and
various {mall artxclcs, whlch Mrs. Mittin had
occa,ﬁonally brought in, and others with
which Camilla.could not difpenfe, cime to
anothet five pounds.  To this, the rent for
Higden added’ ¢ightetn ; -and the bill of
ftores, which had been calculated at thmy,

.. owhs ftit in dt chiptyifdven. -

'Ii‘he whole therefore, with thé ﬁxteen
» © " pounds

,.')
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pounds from Tunbridge, amounted to one

hupdred and eighteen pounds nine thillings.

. Struck to the very foul with the idea of
what the muft have endured to have pre-
fented, at fuch a period, fo large an account,
either at-Cleves or at Etherington, fhe felt
lifted into paradife by the efcape of this ex-
pedient, and lo " fight of every poffible fu-
ture difficulty, in the relief-of avoiding fo .
fevere a prefent penalty.

" By this means, alfo, the tradefmen would

not wait ; and fthe had been educated with

{o juft-an abherrence of receiving the:goods,

and benefiting from the labqurs of others,

without fpeeding them their rightsand their

rewards, that (he felt defpicable as well as mi-

ferable, when fhe poffefled what fhe had not
repaid. :

Mrs. Mittin was now invefted with fuli
powers for the agency, which her journey to

London would give her immediate .means

to execute. She was to meet Mifs Dennel

there im two days, to affift in the wedding
purchafes, and then to accompany that young

- Jady to her father’s houfe in. Hampfhire,

whenge fhe .could vifit Etherington, and
finally arrbngeithe tranfacton..! ° :

. Camilla; again thanking, toek leave of
her, to confign her'few remaining hours for
Southampton- to Mrs. Berlinton, who was
impatient at. lofing ane mament.of the for
e clety
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.ciety: the began fincerely to regret the had
not more uniformly preferred to all other. As
* “fad now with cares -as Camilla was with af-
" fliGions, fhe had robbed her fituation of
nearly the only good which belonged to it—
:an affluent power to gratify every luxury,
-whether of generofity or perfonal indulgence.
-Her gaming," to want of happinefs, added
now want of money; and Camilla, with a
figh, faw fomething more wretched, becaufe
far deeper and more wilful in error than her-
elf. ,
. Theymingled their tears for their feparate
perfona) evils, with the kindeft confolation
that either could, fuggeft for the other, till
Camilla was told that Eugenia defired to fee
her in the parlour.

Mrs. Berlinton, athamed, yet dehghted
to meet . her again, went down at the fame
time. She embraced her with fondnefs, but
ventured not to utter either apology or con- -
cern. * Eugenia was ferious but compofed,
fighed often, yet both acecepted and returned
her carefles.

Camilla enquired if Mifs Margland pm'- ‘
pofed fetting out' immediately. -

“ Yes,” fheanfwered;  but I have ﬁrﬁ:
‘a little bufinefs of - my own to tranfa
Then, turning to Mis. Berlinton, and forc-
ing a fmile, “ You will be furprifed,” - fhe

{aid, * to hear me afk_for.... your hro-
ther }

Y .
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ther!...but I muft fee him before I can
leave Southampton.”

Mrs. Berlinton hung her head :  There
is certainly,” fhe cried, “no reproach hc
does not merit. .. yet, if you knew . .. the
refpect ... the...the...”

Eugenia rang the bell, making a flight
apology, but not liftening to what Mrs.
Berlinton ftrove to fay ; who, colouring and
uneafy, ftill attempted to utter fomething
foftening to what had pafied..

“ Be fo good,” faid Eugenia, when the
footman appeared, * to tell Mr. Melmond
I beg to {peak with him.”

Camilla aftonifhed, and Mrs. Berlinton
filenced, waited, in an unpleafant paufe, the
event, o )

"Eugenia, abforbed in thought,  neither
fpoke to, nor looked at them, nor moved,
till the door opened, and Melmond, who
durft not refufe fo dire¢t a fummons, though
he would have preferred any punifhment to
obeying it, blufhing, bowing, and trem-
bling, entered the room.

She then ftarted, half heaved, and half
checked a figh, tooh a folded note out of .
her pocket-book, and with a faint {mile,
faid, “ I fear my defire muft have been
painful to you; but you fee me now for
the laft time—I hope !—with any ill will.”

She ftopt for breath to go on; Mel-

mond, amazed, ftriving vainly to articu-
: late

B
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late one ward of excufe, one profeffion evern
of refpe&t.

¢ Believe me, Sir,” ihc then continued,
¢ furprife was the laft fenfation I expencnccd
upon a late . ... tranfaction. My extraor-
dinary perfonal defets and deformity have

been fome time known to me, though—IX

‘cannot tel how—I had the weaknefs or va-
nity not to think of them as | ought to have
done !——But I fee I give you uneaﬁneﬁs,
and therefore I will be more-concife.”

Melmond, confounded, had bowed-down
his head not to look at her, while Camxlh
and Mrs. Berlinton both wept.

¢ The fentiinents, Sir,” fhe then went

-om, “ of my coufin have never been de- -

clared to me; but it is not very difficult to
me to divine what they may be.” All that is

.Certain, is the unkindnefs of Fortuae, which
forbids her to liften, or you to plead to them.
:This, Sir, it fhall be my care”—fhe ftopt a
.moment, looking paler, and wanting:veice;
-but prefently recovering, proceetled—* my

happinefs, let me fay, to endeavour to rectify.
I have much influence with my kind uncle ;

‘ican 1 -doubt, when 1 reprefent to.him that X
have juft efcaped making two worthy people
wretched, be will deny aiding me. to make

them happy? No! the sefidence already in-
tended " at Cleves will ftill be open, though
one of its parties will be changed. But as
: my
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my uncle, in a manner unexampled, has
bound himfelf, in my favour, from any fu-
ture difpofition of what he pofleffes, I have
ventured, Sir, upon this paper, to obviate
any apprehenfions of your iriends, for the
unhappy time when that generous uncle can
no longer a¢t for himfelf.”

She then unfolded, and gave him the pa-
per, which contained thefe words: - .

¢¢ I here folemnly engage myfelf, if Mifs
Indiana Lynmere accepts, with the confent
of Sir Hugh Tyrold, the band of Frederic
Melmond, to fhare with them, fo united,
whatever fortune or eftate I may be endow-
ed with, to the end of my life, and to be-
‘queath them the f{ame equal portion by
-will after my death.

: Signed. Evervia TyroLp.'

Unable to read, yet conceiving the pur-
port of the writing, Melmond was at her
feet. She endeavoured to raife him, and
though extremely affeCted, faid, with an air
of fome pleafantry, “ Shew lefs furprife, Sir,
or I fhall conclude you thought ine as fright-
ful within as without ! But no! Providence
is too good to make the mind neceffarily de-
formed with the body.”

¢« Ah, Madam!” exclaimed Melmond,
wholly overcome, “ the nobleft as well as
{ofteft of human hearts I perceive to be

yours———
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yours———and were mine at my own dif-
-pofal—it muft find you refiftefs1”—.. :’
$¢ No more, no more!”’ mterrupted fhe,
- penetrated with a pleafurein’ thefe words
which fhe durft not indulge, « you fhall
hear:from me foon.—Meanwhile, be Hope
your motto. F rlendﬂup fhall be mine.” .
She was then going to hold.out her hand
-to him ; buit her courage failed ; fhe haftily
embraced Mrs. Bérlinton, took the arm of
Camilla, and hurried out of the:houfe, fol-
lowed by the footman who had attended her.
Melmond, who had feen the motion of ..
her hand now advancmg, now withdrawn,
would have ‘given the univerfe to -have
ftampeéd upon it -his grateful reverence;
but his courage was ftill lefs. than hes owns
‘fhe feemed t0-him, :on"the -fudden, trans-
formed to a deity, benignly employed to ref-
cue ard blefs him, but whofe tranfcendent
.goodnefs he could oaly, at.adx{’cancc, and
in-all humility, adore.
Mrs. Berlinton. was left penetrated nearly
as much as her brother, and doubtful f
.even the divine Indiana could render him
-as happy as the exalted, the mcomparable ’
-Eugema S

* K * s .,

Thé two fifters found . Mifs Margland'in
-extreme ill-humour waiting their arrival, and
- the
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the whole party immediately quitted South-
ampton.

- It not feldom occurred to Mifs Margland
tobe crofs merely as a mark of confequence ;
but here her difpleafure was as deep with
herfelf"as with others. She had entered
Southampton with a perfuafion her fair pu-
pil would make there the eftablithment {o
long the promifed meed of her confinement ;
and Indiana herfelf, not knowing where to
ftop her fanguine and inflated hopes, ima-
gined that the fame of her beauty would
make the place where it firft was exhibited
the refort of all of fathion in the nation.
And the opening of the fcene had anfwered
to their fulleft expetations : no other name
was heard but Indiana Lynmere, no other
figure was £dmired, no other face could bear
examination. e :

But her triumph, though fplendid, was
thort; fhe foon found that the overtures of
eyes were more ready than thofe of {peech ;
and though one young baronet, enchaated
with her beauty, immediately profeflfed him-
{elf her lover, when he was difdained, in the
full affurance of higher offers, and becaufe
a peer had addreffed himfelf to Eugenia, the
faw not that he was fucceeded by any other,
nor yet that be broke his own heart.. Men
of tafte, after the firt converfation, found
her more admirable to look at than fpeak

with ;
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with; ddventurers {oon difcovered that her
perfonal ‘charms were her only dower; the
- common herd were repulfed from approach-
ing her by the repulfive’ manners of Mifs
" Margland; and all evinced, that though a
paffion for beauty was ftill as fathienable as
1t was natural, the time was paft when the
altar of Hymen required no other incenfe
to blaze upon it.

One folitary offer to Eugenia, of an every
way ruined young nobleman, though a blaft
both to the fettlemert and the peace of .In-
diana, was to herfelf wholly nugatory. This
propofition was made upon her firt arnival,
when through the account given to the maf-
ter of the ceremonies by Mifs Margland, the

was regarded as the heirefs of Cleves : but,

almoft immediately after, the report. fpread
- by Mrs. Mittin, that Camilla was the true
heirefs, gained. fuch ,ground amongft the
thop-keepters, and therice travelled fo rapid-
ly from goffip to goffip, that Eugenia was
foon no more thought of ; though a fpecies

of doubt was-caft upon the whale party, from -

the double affertien, that kept.from Camil-
la, alfo, the fortune feekers of the place. =

But another rumour.got abroad, that {oon
entirely cleared Eugenia, not merely of lovers
but acquaintances; namely, her ftudies
with Dr. Orkborne. This was a.prevailing

thenie of fpite with Mifs Muargland, when ™"

the
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the Do&tor had negletted and difpleafed
her; and a topic always at hand for her
fpleen, when it was angered by other cir-
cumftances not fo eafy of blame or of men-
tion.

This, fhortly, made Eugema ftared at ftill
more than her peculiar appearance. The
miffes, in tittering, ran away from the learned
lady ; .the beaux contemptuoufly fnegring,
rejoiced fhe was too ugly to take in any poor
fellow to marry her. Some imagined her
ftudies had ftinted her growth ; and all were
convinced her education had made her fuch
a fright.

Of the whole party, the only one who
quitted Southampton in fpirits was Dr.
Orkborne. He was delighted. to be no
longer under the dominion of Mifs Marg--
land who, though fhe never left him tran-
quil in the poffeffion of: all he valued, his
leifure, his books and papers, eternally an--
noyed him with reproaches upon his abfence,
non-attendance, and ignorance of high life,
atking always, when angry, “ If any one
had ever heard who was his grandfather?”

The doctor, in return, defpifing, like moft
who have it not, whatever belonged to noble
birth, regarded her and her progenitors as
the peft of the human race; frequently,
when incenfed by interruption, exclaiming,
“ Where mtclleé’t 1s um:ultlvated, what 1s

man.
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man better than a brute, or woman than an
ideot ?” : , -
Nor was his return to his own room,
books,and hours, underthe roof of the indul-
gent Sir Hugh, the only relief of this removal :
he knew not of the previous departure of
Dr. Marchmont, and he was glad to quit a
fpot where he was open to a comparifon
which he felt to be always to his difadvan-
tage. ‘
So much more powerful and more promi-
nent is chara&er than education, that no
two men could be more different than Dr.
Marchmont and Dr. Orkborne, though the
fame univerfity had finifhed their ftudies,
and the fame paffion, purfuit, and fuccefs
in refpet to learning, had raifed and had
fpread their names and celebrity. The firft,
with all his fcholaflic endowments, was a
~ man of the world, and a grace to fociety ;
the fecond, though in erudition: equally re-
fpettable, was wholly loft to the general com-
munity, and alive only with his pen and his

books. They enjoyed, indeed, in common,’

that happy and often fole reward of learned
labours, the privilege of fnatching fome care
from time, fome repining: from misfortune,
by feizing for themfelves, and their own ex-
clufive ufe, the whole monopoly of mind ;
but they employed it not to the fame exten-

: fion.
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fion, The things and people of this lower
fphere were ftudioufly, by Dr. Orkborne,
funk into oblivion by the alternate tranfport
and toil of intellettual occupation: Dr,
Marchmont, on the contrary, though his
education led to the fame propenfities, flill
held his fellow creatures to be of higher con-
fideration than their produ&ions. Without
fuch extravagance in the purfuit of his ftu-
dies, he knew it the happy province of" li-
terary occupations, where voluntary, to ab-
forb worldly folicitudes, and banith for a
while even mental anxieties: and though
the charm may be broken by every frefh in-
trifion of calamity, it unites again with the
firft retirement,and, without diminifhing the
feelings of focial life, has a power, from time
to time, to fet afide their {ufferings.

VOL. V. Cc



26 CAMILLA.

,CHAP. IIL

Brides and na> Brides.

I‘N the hall of the Cleves manfion the party
+ from Southampton were received by Sir
‘Hugh, Mr. Tyrold, and Lavinia. The ba-
Tonet greeted in particular the two nieces
- ‘he regarded as-brides ele@, with an elation
that prevented him from obfervmg their fad-
.nefs; while their confufion at his miftake
‘he attributed to the mere bafhfulnefs of
‘their fituation. He enquired, neverthelefs,
with fome furprife, why the two bridegrooms
,did not attend them ? which, he owned, he
;,thought rather odd; though he . fuppofed
.t might be only the new way.

The .changing .colour and flarting tears
of the two fiffers ftill efcaped his kindly oc-
. cupied but undlfcermng eyes : while Mr.
Tyrold, having tenderly embraced, avoided
ooking at them from the fear of addmg to
4the1r blufhes, and fat quiet and grave, ftriv-
,ing to alleviate his prefent new and deep
forrow, by participating in the revived hap-
pinefs.of his brother. But Lavinia foon faw
their mntual diftrefs, and with apprehenfive
- affection watched an opportunity to invefti-
gate its caufe.

: “¢ But
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“¢ But come,” cried Sir Hugh, «“ K (ha’n’t
wait for thofe gentlemen to thew you what
I've done for you, feeing they don’t wait
for me, by their followmg their own way ;
which, however, I fuppofe they may be with
‘their lawyers, none of thofe gentlemen hav-
ing been here; which I think rather ﬂow,
confidering the tooms are almoft ready.”

He would now have taken them round the
‘houfe ; but, nearly expiring with fhame,
they entreated to be excufed ; and, infup-
portably opprefled by the cruel difcovery
they had to divulge, ftole apart to confult
upon what meafures they thould take. They
then fettled that Camilla thould accompany
Mr. Tyrold to Etherington, but keep off
all difclofure till the next morning, when
Eugenia would arme, and unfold the fad
tidings.

When they returned to the parlour, they
found Sir Hugh, in the innocency of his
heart, had forced Indiana, Mifs Margland,
and even Dr. Orkborne, to view his im-
provements for the expeted nuptials.

« Well, my dear girls,” cried he, {miling-
ly, «“1 fha’n’t mention what we have been
looking at in your abfence, becaufe of your

blufhes, which I hope you approve. Butwe

fhall foon, T hope, fee it altogether, without
any of your modefty’s minding it. I fhall
have to pinch a little for-it the reft of the

c2 year,
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year, which, God knows, will be a pleafure
to me, for the fake of my two dear girls, as
well as of Mr. Edgar ; not to mention the
new young gentleman ; who feems a pretty
kind of perfon too, though he is not one of
our own relations.” . :

He was rather difappointed when he found
Camilla was to go to Etherington, but de-
fired there might be a general meeting the
next day, when he fhould alfo invite Dr.
Marchmont. * For I think,” faid he, “he’s
as little proud as the beft dunce amongft us ;
which makes me like him as well. And I
can’t fay but I was as much obliged to him
that day about the mad bull, as if he had
‘been one of my nephews or nieces himfelf;
which js what I fha’n’t forget.”

In the way back to Etherington, Camilla
.could not utter a word ; and Lavinia, who
had juft gathered from her, in a whifper,
« All i1s over with Edgar!” with divided,
but filent pity, looked from her father to
her fifter, thopght of hér brother, and wept
for all three. Mr. Tyrold alone was capable
of any exertion, Unwilling to give Camilla,
whom he concluded imprefled with the
thcufand folicitudes of her impending change
of fituation, any abrupt account of her bro-
ther’s cruel condu&, he fpoke with com-

ofure though not with chearfulnefs, and
,ﬁoped, by a general gravity, to prepare,
) ' without
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without alarming her, for the ill ncws he
muft incvitably relate. But he foon, how-
ever, obferved an excefs of fadnels upon her
countenance, far deeper than he could at-
tribute to the thoughts he had firft fuggefl«
ed, and wholly different from awm agitation
in which though fear bzars a part, hope pre-
ponderates.

It now ftruck hior that probably Lionel

had.been at Southampton': for fo widz was *

every idea from {uppofing any mifchief with

Edgar, that, like Sir Hugh, upon his non-
appearance, he had concluded him engaged
with his lawyer. But of M:lu nond, lefs
fure, he had been more open in ehquiry, and
with inexpreffible concern for his beloved

and unfortunate Eugenia, had gathered that -

the affair was ended : though her fucceeding
plan, by her own defire, Camilla left for her
perfonal explanation. .

When they arrived at Fthermoton, tak-
ing her into his ftudy, Camilla,” he faid,

 tell me, 1 beg . ..do you know any thing.

of Lionel?”

- An unreftrained burft of tetrs convinced

him his conjefture was right, dnd he foon
obtained all the particulars of the meeting,
except ifs levity and flightinefs. Where

dire&tly queftioned, no fiilerly tendernefs.

could induce her to filial prevarication ;
but 1he l'CJOlC'Cd to fpare her brother, all ex«

€3 pofure
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pofure that mere filence could fpare; and
as Mr. Tyrold fufpe@ed not her former
knowledge of his extravagance and ill con-
dug, he neither afked, nor heard, any thing
beyond the laft interview.

‘At the plah of going abroad, he fighed
heavily, but would take no meafures to pre-
vent it. Lionel, he faw, was certain of be-
ing caft in any trial ; and though he would
not ftretch out his arm toavert the punith-
ment he thought deferved, he was not forry
to change the languid watte of imprifon-.
ment at home, for the hardthips with which
he might live upon little abroad.

A calamity fuch as this feemed caufe full,
fufficient for the diftrefs of Camilla; Mr.
Tyrold fought no other; but though the
wept, now, at liberty, his very freedom from
{uipicion and enquiry increafed her anguifl.
“ Your happy fate,” cried he, ‘is what
moft, at this moment, fupports me ; and to
that I fhall chiefly owe the fupport of your
mother ; whom a blow fuch as this will
more bitterly ry than the lofs of_ our whole
income, or even than the:life itfelf of your
.brother. Her virtue is above misfortune,
but her foul will thudder at guilt.”

The horror of Camilla was nearly intole-
rable at this {peech, ard the dreadful dif-
appointment, which fhe knew yet to be
awaiting her loved parents. ¢ Take com-

_ fort,
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fort, my deareft girl,” faid Mr. Tyrold, who

faw her fuffering, *it 1s yours, for all our
fakes to be clxcaxtul for to you we fhall owe
the worthieft of fons, at the piercing junc-
ture when the weake[’c and moﬁ hulty fail
US 2

« O my father !” {he cned, “ {peak not -
fuch words! Lionel himfelf...” fhe was
going to {iy: has made you lefs unhappy
than you will be made by me : but fhe durft
not finith her phrafe ; the turned away from
him her ftreaming eyes, and ftopt. -

“ My deareft ch:ld he cncd, “ let not
your rifing profpeéts bc ‘thus dampt by this
cruel event. The connsCtion you have
formed will be a confolation to us all ;. and
may heal with lenient balm the wounded,
bleeding bofom of a meritorious but degply
affii¢ted mother ! leule to ypur father, my
Camilla....”

Thqfe laﬁ words were not heard ; fuch a
mention of her.mother had already over-
powered her, and unable to let him keep up
his delufion, fhe {upported her (hakingframe
againft his fhoulder, and exclaimed in a tone
of agony : “ O my father ! you harrow mg .
to the foul ! —[idgar has Jeft me ‘—-has left
England ! —left us all I"’——

Shocked, yet nearly mcredulous, he in-
fifted upon lookmg at her : hercountengnce
supelled belief.  The woe it expréfled could

be

c 4
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be excited by nothing lefs than the depriva-

tion of every worldly expectation, and a fingle

glance was an anfwer to a thoufand inter-
tories.

- Mr. Tyrold now fat down, with an air be-

. tween calmnefs and defpondence, faying,

¢ And how has this come to pafs "’

Again fhe got behind him, and in a voice
fcarcely audible, faid, Eugenia would, the
next morning, cxplam all.

¢ Very well, I will wait ;> he quietly, but
with palpably ftifled emotions, anfwered :

“ Go, my love, go to Lavinia; open to ‘her
your leart ; -you will find confolation in her
kindnefs. My own, I confefs, is now weighed
down with forrow ! thislaft and unexpeéted
ftroke will demand fome time, fome foli-
tude, to be yiclded to as it ought.”” He
then held out to her his hand, which fhe
could {carcely approach from trcmblmg, and
{carcely Kkifs for weeping, and added: i
know what you-feel for me—and know, too,
that my lofs to yours is nothing,—for yours
is not to be eftimated! you are'young,
however, and, with yourfelf, it may pafs
away .. . but your mother— my heart, Ca-
milla, is rent for your unfortunate mother !’

‘He then embraced her, calied Lavinia, and
tetired for the night.
¢ Terriblyit paficd with them all,
oo . C. . The
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The sext morning, before they aflembled
to breakfaft, Eugenia was in the chamber of
Camilla.

- She entered with a bright beam upon her
cQpntenance, which, in defiance of the ra-
vaging diftemper that had altered her, gave
it an expreflion almoft celeftial. It was the
pure. emanation of virtue, of difinterefted;
of even.beroic virtae. * Camilla!”. fhe
cried, « all is fettled with my uncle! In¢
diana...you will not wonder—confents;
and already this morning I have written to
Mr. Mel - -

‘Withal¥ her exaltatlon, hervoxce fayltered
at the name, gnd with a faint {mile, but
deep blufh, fhe ealled. for the congratula-
tions of her fifter upon her {peedy fuccefs.

¢ Ah, far more than my congratulations,
my eﬁeem, my venerationis yours, dear and -
gencrous Eugenia! true daughter of my-
mother! and proude{’c recompence of my-
father !”” .-

* She was not fuﬂicxently ferene to give any
particulars of the tranfagtion ; and Mr Ty--
rold foon fent for her to his room.

Camilla, trembling apd hangmg over her,
faid ;- * You.will do for me, I-know, better
than I could do for myfelf ;—but (pare poor
Lionel—and be juft to Edgar |—

Eugenia ftritly obeyed ; and Mr. Ty--
rold, by this means, gathered no further in~

.. c 5 . _ telligence
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telligence than that the parting had been
occafioned by'fome mutual, though:ilight
diffatisfation. He {lill hoped, therefore,
they might mect again ; and refolved, till he
could better- judge:what might prove the
event, to keep this diftrefs from Sir Hugh.
- ' He then met Camilla with the moft ‘con-
{olatory kindné(s ;- yet would not' truft het
ardent mind-with the ‘hopes Iie' clierithed
himfelf, dreading ififinitely more fo give
than to receive difappointment. He blamed
her for admitting any doubts of the true
regard of Edgar, in whom promife was al-
ways thort of performance s ‘ard whom he
coticeived difpleafed: by/dhdue expectations
of profeffions, whiich lthe verytfincerity of his
rational and manly charaéter prevented him
from'makifig. o '
The ftory of :Eugenia heifelf he learnt
with true admiration, and gave to her mag-
naniiity its.dearelt -theéd, in her mother’s-
promifed, and his own immediate approba+
tion. ' ' Ted :
- But Sir Hugh, notwithftanding -all Eu-
genia could urgein favour of Melmond, had
heard her account with grief and refentment,
All, howeve¥, Ibeing actually ready for the
double wedding, he-could mot; hé faid, an-
fwer to his conftience doing fo imuch for
the reft, and refufing the {ame for Indiana,
whom he called upon to accept or reject
the preparations made for her coufin.
Indiana
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Indiana {tood ﬂuttermg fora few minutes
between "the exultation of being the firft
bride, and the mortification-of marrymg a
man without fortune or title. -

~ She retired for a thort conference with
Mi{s Margland, who was nearly in an equal
dilemma, from pnwillingne(s to difpofe ot -her
beautiful pupil without a title, and fror
eagernels to quit Cleves, which fhe thought
a convent for dullnefs, and a prifon for con-
finement. Melmond had ftrongly in his
favour the received maxim amongft match-
makers, that a young lady without fortyne
has a lefs and leis chance of getting off upon
every public appearance, which they call 2
public failure:: their joint deliberations were,
however, interrupted by an abrupt intrufion
of Moily Mill, who announced ihe:had juft
heard that fos Danncl Was. gmng to s
married. . ,

This mformatron en&ed the dl 1cuﬂion..
The difgrace of a bridal appearance antici-
pated in the neighbourhood by fuch a chit,
made Indiana haftily run down ftairs, and
tell her uncle that the merit of Melmond
determined her to refuie every body for his
fake. .

A man and horfe, thercfore, at break of
day the next morning, wece fent off by Eu-
genia to Southampton with thefe words :

cb To
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To Freperic MeLmonp, Eff-
P . -

You will be welcome, Sir, at Cleves,
where you will forget, I hope, every painful
fenfation, in the happinefs which awaits you,
and difinifs all retrofpection, to return with
fincérity the ferene friendfhip of

EvcEnia T'monvu.

Mr Tyrold now uﬁted Cleves with only
his younger daughter, and excufed the non-
appearance there, for the prefent, of Camit=
fay acknowledging that fome peculiar in+
cxdents, which he could not yet explaim,
kept Mandlebert away, and muft poftpone
the celebration of the marriage.

.+ The vexation this gave Sir Hugh re-
doubled his wifh to break to him the evil by
degrees, if to break it ta him at all thould
become indifpenfable. .
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CHAP. IV,

A Hint for .Debtors.

MR- Tyrold was well aware that to keep-
from Sir Hugh the afli&ion of Camil-

la, he muft keep from him Camilla herfelf :
for though her fighs fhe could fupprefs, and
her tears difperfe, her voice had loft its tone,
her countenance its gaiety; her eyes no
longer fparkled, her very {miles betrayed an- -
guith. He was the laft to wonder at her
fufferings, for Edgar was nearly as dear to
him as herfelf ; but he knew not, that, added.
to this annihilation of happinefs, her peace
was confumed by her fecret knowledge of
the evils yet impending for himfelf and for
her uncle. Concealment, always abhorrent
to her nature, had, till now, been unknown
even to her thoughts; and its weight, from
a {pecies of culpability that feemed attached
to its pratice; was, at times, more dreadful
“ta bear than the lofs even of Edgar himfelf.
The latter blackened every profpet of feli-
city ; but the forimer, ftill more tremendous
to the pure principles in which fhe had
been educated, feemed .to ftrike even at
her innocence. The firft with of an -in-
o genuous
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genuous mind is to anticipate even enquiry &
the feeling, therefore, that moft heavily
weighs it down, is any fear of deteétion.

While they were at breakfaft the following,
morning, the fervant brought in the name
of Dr. Marchmont. Do

Camilla felt nea:ly faint: ng. Why he
was come— whencé —whetlier Edgar ac-
companied him = or fent' by him any mef-
fage—whether “he were returncd to Beach
Park—or faiied for the Continent——were
doubts that prefled -{a.faft, and fo vche-
mently upan her mind,” that fhe feared to
quit the room lefl. fhe thould meet Edgar.in
the paflage, and feated fiill more td continue
in it, left Dr. Marchmont thould enter with-
out him. Mr. Tyrold, who participated in
all her feelings, and fhared the. famic ideas,
gently committed her.td Lavinia, and went
into his ftudy to the doctor.

His own. ilofion was . there qwckiy de-

ftroyed. The looks of Dr...Marchmont -

boded nothing that.was:happy.. They were
- not their cuflomary expreffion: The.gra-
vity of Mr. Tyrold fhewed a mind prepared

for ill news, if not-already loppreffed with it; -

and the docor, after.a few cnhrabfpeeches,

delivered the letter from Edgar fy 7
Mr. Tyrold received it with afec::et-fhud-

dering : *¢ Whenc,” he faid, ¢ xs Mandle-

bcrt at prefent ... . g
. 6 o I be-
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0 | beheve, by this time—at the Hague.”

This fentence, with the grieved, yet fhill
air and tone of voice which accompanied it,
was death at once to every flattering hope :
he immediately read thie fetter, which, con-
ceived in the tendereft terms of reverence and
affe@ion, took a fhort and fimple, though
touchingly refpe@tful ladve of the purpofed
connection, -and demolifhed - at” once every
diftant view of future conciliatioh.

He hung his head a moment, and fighed
from the bottom of his heart ; but the re-
fignation which ‘he’ fumtmoned upon every
forrow was never deaf tt hié call, and whea
he had fecretly ejaculated a fhort and filent
prayer for- fortitude to his beloved .wife, he
turned calmly to the doctor; and began con-
verfing upon other affairs.

Dr. Marchmont prefumed not to manifeft
the commiferation with which he was filled.
He faw the true chriftian, enduring with hu-
mility misfortune, and the refpe&able jarent
{upporting the diguity of his daughter by
his own: - Te the firft chara&er, complaint
was forbidden; -to the fecond, 1t would have
been - degrading.- He loaked at him with
veneration, but to fpare furiher ufelefs'and
painfulefforts, {oon took leave. - -

Mr. Tyrold, thaking hands with him, ﬁud
as-they -were parting, ““When you write' to
Mandlebert, aflure hima of my conftant,af-

fe&lon.
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fection. - The world, Dr. Marchmont,, is'too
- full of real evil, for me dt leaft, to taufe one
moment of unneceflary uneafinefs to any of -
its poor pilgrims; ’Tis firange, my- dear
doétor, this 1s not more generally confider-
ed, fince the advantage would be fo recipro~
cal.from map_to man.. But wrapt up in our
own. ﬂwort .momeat, we_ forget our nelgh-
bour’s long ‘hour! and exiftence is ulti-
mately embittered to all, by the refined fuf-
ceptibility for ourfelves that monopolizes
our feelings.”

Doctor Marchmont, who in this laft fen=
tence conftrued a flight refleCtion upon Ed-
gar, expreflively anfwered, ¢ Our fenfiblity
for others is not always dormant, becaufe not
apparent.—How much of worth and excel-
lence may two charalters fcparately poflefs,
where yet there are difuniting particles which
impede their harmonizing with each other I”_

Mr. Tyrold, powerfully ftruck, faw now
the general nature of the conceptions which
had caufed this lamented breach. He could
not concur, but he would not attempt to
controvert.: opinion in this cafe muft have
even the precedence of juftice. If Edgar .
thought his daughter of a difpofition with”
which his own could not fympathife, it were
vain to expatiate upon her vijtues or her
fweetnefs ; that one-doubt previoufly taken
rmght mar their affimilating effigacy. Com-
. prehending,




CAMILLA. 41

prehending, therefore, the caule at large, he
defired no detail ; the words of Dr. March-
mont, though decifive, were not cffenfive,
and they parted perfe&t friends, each per-
ceiving, yet forgiving, that each caft upon
the other the error of falfe reafoning; Edgar
to the one; and Camilla to the other, appear-
ing faultlefs in the feparation.

But not in the tafks which fucceeded
were their offices as eafily to be compared.
Dr. Marchmont wrote to Edgar that all was

uietly relinquilbed, and his meafures were
honourably acquitted ; while Mr. Tyrold,
fhut upin his ftudy, fpent there fome of the .
fevereft minutes of his life, in firuggling for
the equanimity he coveted to pronounce to
his daughter this Jaft doon. Pity for her
fufpence accelerated his efforts, and he then
fent for her down ftairs.

His utmoft compofure, in-{uch an inter-
view, was highly neceffary for both. The
pale and tremblmg Camulla advanced with
downcaft eyes ;° but when he took her in his
arms, and kifled her, a fudden’ ray of hope
fhot acrofs her quick imagination, and the
looked up: an inflant was now fufficient to
retify her miftake. The tendernefs of her
father wore no air of congratulation, it was
the mere offspring of compaffion, and-the
woe with whlch it ‘was mxxt though mnch

thou



4% CAMILLA.

though patient, was too potent to require
words for cxplanation.

The glance {ufficed ; her head dropt, her
tears in torrents bathed his bofon ; and fthe
retired to Lavinia wlile yci neither of them
had fpoken.

Mr. Tyrold, contented with virtuous ex-
ertions, demanded not impoflibilities; he
left to nature that firft grief which too early
exhortation or controul rather inflames than
appeafes. He then brought her backto his
apartment.

He conjured her, there, to remember that
fhe grieved not alone; that where the tears
flowed ot fo faft from the eyes, tne fources
were not dry whence .they fprung, and that
bridled forrow was fometimes the moft fuf-
fering.

« Alas, my deareft father, tp thmk you
mourn too—and for me |—will that leflen
" what I feel ?”

“ Yes, my dear child, by a generous duty
it will point out to watch that the excefs of
one afflition involve you not in another.”’

“ What a motive,” fhe anfwered, -« far
- exertion! If the finalleft part of your hap-
pinefs—of my honoured mother’s—dcpends
upon mine, I fhall be ushappy, I think, no
more !”

« A gufh of tears ill accorded W1th this fond
declaratxon 5 but Mr. T} rold, without no-

tlcmg
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ticing them, kindly replied, “ Let your
filial affeGtion, my child, check the inordi-
nacy of your affliction, and I.will accept with
Pleafure for your virtuous mother, and with
thanks for myfelf; the exertion which, be-
ginning for our fakes, may lead you to that
felf denial which is the parent of our beft
human adtions, and approximates us the
moft to what is divine.”

Broken-hearted as was Camilla, her for-
rows would, at leaft apparently, have abated
from confolatlon fo tender, if all the felt had
been known ; if no latent and lurking evil
had hung upon her {prits, defeating all argu-~
ment, and blighting all comfort, by the cruel
confcioufnefs of concealed mifchief, which
while inceffantly fhe ftudied the beft mo-
ment for revealing, accident might prema-
turely betray.

Upon this fubjet her thoughts were un<
remittingly bent, till, in a few days time,
fhe received a letter from Mrs. Mittin, in-
forming her fhe had juft feen the money-
lender, Mr. Clykes, who, finding her fo
much under age,'would not undertake the
bufine(s for lefs than ten per cent. nor with-
out a free premium of at leaft twenty pounds.

The latter demand, fo entirely out of her
power to grant, gave ta her the mental
ftrength fhe bad yet fought in vain; and
determining to end this baneful fccret, the

feized
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feized her own firft moment of emotion for
refolving to relate to. her father the whole
of her diftrefles, and caft herfelf upon his
mercy.

I fhall be happier, fhe cried, much hap-
pier, as, with tottermg ﬂ:eps, fhe hurried to
the fludy ; be will be lenient, I know ;—and
even if not, what dlfpleafure can [ incur fo
fevere as the ecternal apprehenfion-of dif=
covery ?

But her plan, though well formed, had
fixed upon an ill-timed moment for its exe-
cution. She entered the room with an agi-
tation which rather fought than fhunned.re~
mark, that fome enquiry might make an

opening for her confeffion : but Mr. Tyrold
was intently reading a letter, and examining
fome papers, from which he raifed not his
eyes.at her approach. She ftood fearfully
before him till he had done ; but then, ftill
not looking up, he leant his head upon his
hand, with a countenance fo difturbed, that,
alarmed from her defign, by the apprehenfion
he had received fome ll tidings from Lifbon,
fhie afked, ina faint voice, if the foreign poft:
were come in? .

‘1 hope not !” he anfwered : 1 fhould
- look with pain, at this moment, upon the
hand of your unhappy mother ?”

Capmilla,. affrighted, knew not now what
to cqnje&ure but gliding into her pockgt

the
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the letter of Mrs. Mittin, ftood fufpended
from her purpofe.

¢ What a reception,” he prefently ad-
ded, “1is preparing for that nobleft of wo-
men when her exile may end ! That epoch,
to which. I have looked forward as the
brightener of my every view upon earth—
how is it now clouded!”

Given her, then, the letter and papers ;
¢ The fon,” he faid, * who once I had
hoped would prove the guardian of his.
fifters, the honour of his mother’s days, the
future prop of my own—See, Camilla, on
how fandy a foundation mortal man builds
mortal hopes !

The letter was from a very refpeGtable.
tradefman, containing a complaint that, for
the three years Lionel bad been at the Uni-
verfity, he had never paid one bill, though
be continually ordered new articles: and
be%ging Mr. Tyrold would have the good-

efs to fettle the accounts he enclofed; the
young gentleman, after fixing a day for pay-
ment, having fuddenly abfconded without
notice to any one.

“ The fum, you fee,” continued Mr.
Tyrold, “ amounts to one hundred and
feventy-one pounds; a fum, for my in-
come, enormous. The allowance I made
this cruel boy, was not only adequate to all
his proper wants, and reafonable defires, bulti

‘ a
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all I could afford without diftrefling myfelf,
or injuring my other children : yet it has
ferved him, I imagine, but for pocket mo-
ney ! The fums he has extorted from both
his uncles, muft have been fwallowed up at
a gaming table. Into what wretched courfes
has he run! Thefe bills, large as they are, I
regard but as forerunners of others; all he
has received he has”fquandered upon his
vices, and to-morrow, and the next day, and
the next, I may expect an encreafing lift of
his debts, from whoever he has employed.”
Camilla,overwhelmed with internal thanie,
yet more powerful than grief itfelf, ftood
motionlefs. Thefe expences appeared but
like a fecond part of her own, which now
feemed to herfelf not lefs wanton in extra-
wagance. o
Surprifed by her entire filence, Mr. Ty-
rold looked up. Her cheeks, rather livid
than pale, and the deep difmay of her coun-
tenance, extremely affeted him. The kind-
nefs of his embraces relieved her by melting
‘her into tears, though theé fpeech which ac-
companied them was, to her confcioufnefs,
but reproach: ¢ Let not your fiterly feel-
ings thus fubdue you, my deareft Camilla.
Be comforted that you have given us no af-
flition yourfelf, fave what we muft feel for
your own undefervedly altered profpeéts.

No unthinking imprudence, no unfeeling
felfithnefs,
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felfithnefs, has ever, for an inftant, driven
from your thoughts what you owe to your
duty, or weakened your pleafure in every en-
dearing filial tie. _Let this chear you, my
child ; andlet usall try to fubmit calmly to
‘our general difappointment.”

Praife thus ill-timed, rather probed than
-healed her wounds. Am I punifhed? am I
punifhed ? fhe internally exclaimed; but
could not bear to meet the eyes of her father,
whofe indulgence fhe felt as if abufing, and
whofe good opinion feemed now but a de-
lufion. Again he made her over to the
gentle Lavinia for comfort, and fearing
ferious ill effeGts from added mifery, exerted
“himfelf, from this time, to dppear chearful
when {he was prefent.

His predictions failed not to be fulfilled :
the application made by one creditor, foon
reached every other, and urged fimilar mea-
fures. Bills. therefore came in daily, with
petitions for payment; and as Lionel ftill
wanted a month er two of being of age, his
creditors depended with confidence upon
:the refponfibility of his father.

Nor here clofed the claims {pringing from
general ill condu&®. Two young men of
fathion, hard prefled for their own failures,
ftated to Mr. Tyrold the debts of honour
owing them from Lionel :" and three noto-
gious gamefters, who had drawn in the un-

- thinking
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- thinking youth to his ruin, enforced the
fame information, with a hint that, if they
were left unfatisfied the credit of the young
man fhould fall the facrifice of their ill
treatment. . o

The abfence of Mrs. Tyrold at this pe-

riod, by {paring her daily difficulty as well as
pain, wasrejoiced in by her hufband ; though
never fo ftrongly had he wanted her aiding
counfel, her equal intereft, and her confoling;
participation. Obliged to a& without them,
his deliberation was fhort and decifive for his
meafures, but long and painfulfor their means
of execution. He at once determined to
pay, though for the laft time, all the trades
people ; but the manner of obtaining the
money required more confideration.
. 'The bills, when all colletted, amounted to
fomething above five hundred pounds, which
was but one hundred fhort of his full yearly
income,

Of this, he had always contrived tolay by
an hundred pounds annually, which fum,
with its accumulating intereft, was deftined
to be divided between Lavinia and Camiila.
Eugenia required nothing ; and Lionel was
to inherit the paternal little fortune. The
portion of Mrs. Tyrold, which was {mall, the
eftate of her father having been almoft all en-
tailed upon Mr. Relvil, was tp be divided
equally amongft her children. T

o
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To take from the little hoard which, with
fo tender a care, he had heaped for the
daughbters, fo large a fhare for the fon, and
to anfwer demands fo uaduly raifed; and ill
defcrved, was repulfive to his inclination,
and fhocked his ftrong fenfe of equal juftice.
To apply to Mr. Relvil would be prepof-
terous ; for though upon him dwelt all his
ultimate hopes for Lionel, he knew him, at
this moment, to be fo fuffering and fo ir-
ritated, that to hear of any new mifde-
meanours might incenfe him to an irrevo-
cable difinheritance. *

With regard to Sir Hugh, nothing was
too much to expe&t from -his generous
kindnefs; yet he knew that his bountiful
heart had always kept his income from over-
flowing ; and that, for three years paft, Lio-
nel had drained it without mercy. His
preparations alfo for the double marriages,
had of late much ftraitened him. To
take up even the {malleft part of what, in
lefs expenfive times, he had laid by, he would
regard as a breach of his folemn vow, by
which he imagined himfelf bound to leave
Eugenia the full property fhe would have
poflefled, had he died- inftantly upon mak-
ing it. Reafon might have fhewn this a
tie of fupererogation; but where any man
conceived himfclf obeying the dittates of his

VOL. V. D A con-
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confcience, Mr. Tyrold held his motives too
facred for difpute.

The painful refult of this-afli¢ting medi-
tation, was laying before his daughters the
whole of his difficulties, and demanding if
they would willingly concur in paying their
brother’s bills from their appropriate little
- ftore, by adopting an altered plan of life, and

fevere {Zlfédenial of their prefent eafe and
elegance, to aid its fpeedy replacement.

Their {atisfaction 1n any exgchdient to ferve
their brother that fecmed to fall upon them-
felves, was fincere, was even joyful : but
they jointly befought that the fum might be
freely taken up, and dedu@ed for evermore
from the hoard ; fince no earthly gratifica-
tion could be fo great to them, as contri-
buting their mite to prevent any deprivation
of domeftic’ enjoyment to their beloved
parents. - ’ .
. His eyes gliftened, but not from grief ;
it was the pleafure of virtuous happinefs, in
their purity of filial affe®ion. But though
he knew their fincerity, he would not liften
to their petition. * You are not yet,” faid

he, “ aware what your future calls may be
~ for money. .What I have yet been able to
fave, without this unexpected feizure, would
be inedequate to yqur even decent mainte-
nance, fhould any accidaat ftop fhort its in-
creafe. Weep not, my dear children! my
: \ © health
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health is flill good, and my profpe& of
lengthened lfe feems fair. It would be,
however, a temporal folly as well as a fpiritual
prefumption, to forget the precarious tenure
of humah exiftence. My life, my dear girls,
.will be happier, without being fhorter, for
making provifions for its worldly ceflation.”
“But, Sir! but my father!” cried Ca-
milla, hanging over him, and lofing in filial
tendernefs her perfonal diftreffes ; * if your
manner of living is altered, and my dear
another returns home and fees yourelinquith-
ing any of your fmall, your temperate indul-
gencies, may it not yet more embitter her
fufferings and her difpleafure for the un-
happy caufe? For her fake then, if not for
ours”’—— :
“ Do not turn away, deareft Sir!” cried
Lavinia; “ what mother ever merited to
“have her peace the firft ftudy of her chil-
dren, if it is not ours?”’

¢ O Providence benign!” faid Mr. Ty-
rold, folding them to his heart, “ how am
1 yet blefled in my children! —True and
excellent daughters of my invaluable wife—
this little narration is the folace I thall have
to offer for the grief I muft communicate.”
He would not, however, hearken to their
propofition ; his peace, he faid, required
not only immediate meafures for replacing
what he muft borrow, but alfo that no chafm
D2 fhould
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fhould have lieu in funding his ufual annual
fum for them. All he would accept was
the fame fevere forbearance he fhould in-
ftantly praétife himfelf, and which their mo-
ther, when reftored to them, would be the
firft to adopt and improve.

M. Tyrold had too frequent views of the
brevity of human life to poftpone, even from
one fun to another, any action he deemed
effential. A new general fyftem, therefore,
immediately pervaded his houfe. Two of
the fervants, with whom he beft could dif-
penfe, were difcharged; which hurt him
more than any other privation, for he loved,
and was loved by every domeftic who lived
with him. His table, always fimple though
elegant, was now reduced to plain necef-.
faries ; he parted with every horfe, but one
to whofe long fervices he held himfelf a
, debtor; and whatever, throughout the whole
ceconomy of his {mall eftablithment, admit~
ted fimplifying, deduting, or abolifhment,
" received, without delay, its requifite altera-
tion or difmiffion.

Thefe new regulations were quietly, but
completely, put 1n pratice, before he would
difcharge one bill for his fon; t6 whom ne-
verthelefs, though his condu@ was {tri&, his
feelings were ftill lenient. He attributed
not to moral turpitude his errours nor his
crimes, b:t to the prevalence of ill example,

and
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and toan unjuftifiable aud dangerous levity,
which irrefiftibly led him to treat with
mockery and trifling the moft ferious fub-
je&s. The punithment, however, which he
had now drawn upon himfelf, would yet, he
hoped, touch his heart.

But the debts called debts of honour, met
not with fimilar treatment. He anf{wered
with {pirited refentment demands he deemed
highly flagitious, counfelling thofe who fent -
them, when next they applied toan unhappy
family to whofe calamities they had contri-
‘buted, to enquire firft if its principles, as
well as its. fortune, made the hazards of
gaming amonglt its domeftic refponfibili-
ties.

b3
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CHAP. V.

A Lover's Eye.

Te: ferenity of virtue would now again
have madec its abode the breaft of -Mr.
Tyrold, but for the conftant wretchednefs to
which he faw his daughter a prey. With
the benigneft pity he ftrove to revive her;
a pity unabated by any wonder, unalloyed
with any blame. His wonder fell all upon -
Edgar, whom he confidered as refining away
mortal happinefs, by diffatisfaction that it
was not divine; but his cenfure, which l.e
referved wholly for vice, exonerated them
both. Still, however, he flattered himfelf
that ere long, her tranquillity would return,
from fuch an exertion of filial and. fifterly
duties : that induftry would fweeten reft,
virtue gild “privation, and felf-approvance
convert every facrifice into enjoyment,

But peace fuch as this was far from her
bofom.  While the defertion of Edgar had
* tolled the death bell to all her hopes, an un-
remitting contention difturbed. her mind,
whether to avow or conceal her fituation with
regard to the money-lender. The reflec-
tions of every night brought a diffatis-
faction in her condu&, which determiged

er
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her upon an opennefs the moft undifguifed
for the following morning: but timudity,
and the defire of reprieve from the fearful
tafk, again, the following morning, regularly
poftponed her purpofe.

In the firft horror occafioned- by her fa-
ther’s diftrefs from the bills of her brother,
fhe wrote a fupplicating letter to Mrs. Mit-
tin, to entreat fhe woild endeavour to
quiet her creditors till fhe could arrange -
fomething for their payment. And while
this produced a gorrefpondence replete with
danger, difficulty, and impropriety, a new
circumftance occurred, which yet more

. cruelly embittered her confli€ting emotions.

Lavinia, in the virtuous eagernefs of her
heart to forward the general ceconomy, in-
fifted wholly to relinquifh, for this year, her

_ appropriate allowance. Camilla, at this pro-

pofition, retreated in agony to her chamber.
To make the fame was impoffible;; for how,
then, find intereft for the money-lender?
yet to withftand fo juft an example, feemed

a difgrace to every duty and every fecling.
Lavinia, who, in her countenance and
abrupt departure, read the new diftre(s (he
had incautioufly excited, with a thoufand
felf-reproaclies followed her. She had con-
fidered but the common caufe when fhe -
{poke, without weighing the ftrange appear-
’ " D 4 " ance
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ance of not being feconded by her fifter =
but her mijnd was amongft the laft to covet
the narrow praife of infidious comparifon 3
and her, concern for the propofal the had
made, when fhe faw its effe@, was as deep
as that of . Camilla in hearing it, though not
attended with the fame aggravations.

Mr. Tyrold remained uttertysfurprized.
The generous and difinterefted nature of
Camilla, made it impoffible to fufpe&t her
reftrained by a greater love of money than
Lavinia; and he could not endure to fup-
~pofe her late vifits to public places, had ren-
dered perfonal ceconomy more painful. But
he would make no enquiry that might feerh
a reproach ; nor fuffer any privation or con-
tribution that was -not chearful and volun~
tary. :

» & » *

The purchafes for the wedding of Mifs
Dennel being now made, that young lady
came down to the country to folemnize her
nuptials, accompanied by Mrs. Mittin, wha
inftantly vifited Camilla. ~She could fettle
nothing, fhe faid, with- the money-lender,
without the premium; butas fhewasamong(t
the moft fertile of expedient - mongers, (he
fooun flarted a method for raifing it. She atked
10 look at what Camilla poflefled of trinkets i

: anc
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and the prize ear-rings of Tunbridge, the
ear-rings and necklace of Southampton, and
feveral fmall toys occafionally given her,
were colletted. The locket fhe alfo de-
manded, to make weight ; but neither that,
nor the peculiar gifts, as keepfakes, of her
father, mother, or uncle, confifting of a feal,
a ring, and a watch, would the part with,
‘What fhe would relinquith, however, Mrs.
Mittin difpofed of to one of her numerous
friends ; but they raifed only, when intrin-
fically valued, fixteen pounds. Lavinia then
infifted upon coming forward with a contri-
bution of every trinket the was worth, fave
what had the fame facred motives of deten-
tion : and the twenty pounds, without any
ceremony of acknowledgment, were deli-
vered to Mr. Clykes; who then took into
his own hands the payment of the hundred
and eighteen pounds ; for which he received
a bond, figned by Camilla, and witnefled by
Mrs. Mittin; and another note of hand,
promifing ten per cent. intereft for the fum,
till the principal were repaid. Thefe two
flotes, he acknowledged, were mere pledges
of honour, as the law-would treat her as an
infant : but he never a&ed without them,
as they prevented raiftakes in private deal-
tngs'
This important affair arranged, Camilla
felt fomewhat more at eafe ; the was relieved
: - D5 - from
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from hourly alarms, and left the miftre(s to
~ make her confeffion as circumftances diret-
ed. But fhe did not obtain for nothing the
agency of Mrs. Mittin, who at every vifit
madeat Etherington from this time, obferved
fomething in the apparel of Camilla thet was
utterly old fathioned, or too mean for her to
wear ; but which would do well enough for
herfelf, when vamped up as the knew how.

L4 * » L 4

During this unhappy period at Ethering-
- ton, a brighter though not unclouded {céne,
was exhibited at Cleves. Melmond arrived ;
he was permitted to pay his addrefles to the
fair Indiana, and believed felicity celeftial
accorded to him even upon earth.

But this adored obje¢t herfelf fuffered fome
fevere repining at her fate, when fhe faw,
from her window, her lover gallop into the
park without equipage, without domettics,
and mounted on a hired horfe. The gri-
macing fhrugs of Mifs Margland (hewed the
entered into this mortification ; and they
were nearly confpiring to di{mifs the igno--
ble pretender, when a letter, which he mo-
deftly fent up, from his fifter, inviting In-
diana to pafs a few weeks in Grofvenor -
Square, once again fecured theintereft of the
brother. She fuffered, therefore, Sir Hugh

' - to
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to hand her down ftairs, and the ehamoured
Melmond thought himfelf the moft bleft of
men.

The fight of fuch eager “enjoyment, and
the really amiable qualities of this youth,
foons completely reconciled the Baronet to

-this new bufinefs; for he faw no reafon, he

faid, in fa&t, why one niece had not as good
a nght to be martied firft as another, THe:

generous and fentimental Eugenia never

ceafed her kind' offices, and fteadily wore an.
air of tolerable cliearfulnefs all day, though-

. her pillow: was nightly wetted with tears-

* The paffionate animation of Melmond, foon -
not only refumed its firft power,. But be~-
came even effential to her. No one elfe-
hiad yet feemed to think her fo completely "
a goddeﬁs, except Mr. Macderfey; whom fhe -

D 6 hardly -

for Her unfortupate lot.. : g
Nor, with all- her native equanimity and’ .

acquired philofophy, was . this a ficuation to

‘bring back ferenity. The enthufiaftic rap-
tures of Melmond elevated him, in her eyes,
to fomcthmg above - human; and while his.

adoration of Indiang prefented to hera pic--

ture of all fhe thought moft fafcinating, his-
grateful foftnefs of refpe@ to herfelf, was-
penetratingly-touching to -her already con--
-quered heart.

Indiana; meanwhile; began ere long, to-

catch fome of the pleafure fhe infpired.
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- hardly expefted ever to fee again. With
Melmond fhe could do nothing that did not
make her appear to him ftill more lovely :

. and though her whims, thus indulged, be-
came almoft endlefs, they but kindled with
freth flame-his admiration. If fhe fretted,

he thought her all fenfibility ; -if the pouted,

all dignity ; if her laughter was.unmeaning,
-fhe was made-up of innocent gaiety : if what
he faid was fhallow, he called her the child
of pure nature; if (he wereangry, how be-
.coming,was her fpirit 1 and even if illiberal.
how noble her franknefs! - Her ‘perfon
charmed his eye, but. his own imagination
.framed -her mind, and while his enchanted
facul,tieq were the mere flaves of her ‘beauty,
they perfuaded themfelves they were van-

quifhed by every other perfection:

*®  ® ® ¥

Mr. Tyrald had ‘not yet related Edgar’s
defection, to Sir Hugh though from the
momeént the time of hope was paft, he
wilhedito end that of expeCtation. But
thc preﬂ'ure of the affairs of Lionel detained
him at. Etherington, and he could not bear
to give grief to his, brother, till he could
foftes its effe@ by the confolation of fome
refidence at Cleves. - This time now ar-
xqu, and the negwt dp.y was fixed for his
, 3 painful

.
.
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painful tafk, in which he meant to {pare Ca-
milla any fhare, when Jacob begged imme-
diate admittance into the ftudy, where Mr.
Tyrold and his daughters were drinking
tea.

His fcared look inftantly announced ill
news. MTr. Tyrold was alarmed, Lavinia
was frightened, and Camilla exclalmed
“ Jacob {peak at once !”

He begged .to it down.

.Camilla ran to get him a chair.

¢ Is my brother well, Jacob ?” cried
Mr. Tyrold. .

. s Why, pretty well, confidering Sir,—-
but thefe are vaft bad times for us !”

« Q! if-my uncle is but well,”” cried
Camilla, relieved from her firft dreadful
doubt, * all, I hope, will do.right !”’

“ Why, ay, Mifs,” faid Jacob, {miling,
« I knew you'd be mafter’s beft comfort ;
and fo I told him, and {o he fays, for that
matter himfelf, as 've got to tell you from
bim. But, for all that, he takes on prodl-
gious bad. 1 never faw him in the like
way, except juft that time when Mifs Geny
had the {mall pox.”

They all fupplicated him to forbear fur-
ther comments, and then gathered, that a
money-agent, employed by young Lynmere,
had juft arrived at Cleves; where, with
bitter complaints, he related that, hag;u:g

n
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been duped into believing him heir to Sir
Hugh Tyrold, he had been prevailed with
to grant him money, to pay certain bills
contraéted in Leipfic, for goods fent thither
by his order, to the amount of near thirteen
hundred pounds, without the intereft, of
which he fhould give a feparate account :
that he had vainly applied to the young
gentleman for reimburfement,who had final-
ly affured him he was juft difinherited by
his uncle. No hope, therefore, remained to
fave him from the ruin of thrs affair, but in
the compaffion of the Baronet, which he now
‘came moft humbly to folicit.

While Mr. Tyrold, in filent furprife and
concern, hﬁencd to a narrative that placed
his brother in difficulties fo fimilar to his
own, Camilla, finking back in her chair,
looked pale, looked almoft lifelefs. The
hiftory of the-debts fhe-already knew, and.
had daily expeéted to hear; butthe circums-
ftance of the money-lender, and the delufion
concerning the inheritance, fo refembled
her own terrible, and yet unknown-ftory,
that flie felt perfonally involved in all the
fhame and horror of the relation.

Mr. Tyrold, who- believed her fuffering
all for her uncle, made further enquiries,
while Laviniatenderly fuftained her. “ Don’t
take on fo, dear Mifs,” faid-Jacob, « for
all our hope is in you, as. Mafter and I fbggh

ad ;.
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faid ; and he bid me tell you, that as foon
as ever the wedding’s over, he’d accept Squire
Mandlebert’s kind 1nvitation to Beech Park,
?nd bide there till he gets clear, as one may.
ay‘ﬁ’

Mr. Tyrold now required no affigned mo-
tive for the exceflive diftrefs of his daughter,
and haftened to turn Jacob from this too
terribly trying fubje&, by faying ¢ My bro-
ther then means to pay thefe demands 2”

« Lauk, yes, Sir! his honour. pays every
thing as any body afks him.”

Mr. Tyrold, with fome energy, then add-
ed : “ The intereft, at leaft, I hope he
will not difcharge ; for thofe dangerous vul-
tures, who lie 1n wait for the weak or er-
ring, to encourage their frailties or vices, by
affording them means to purfue them, de- :
ferve much feverer punifhment than merely
lofing "a recompenfe for their iniquitous
{nares.” .

This was quite too much for the already
difordered Camilla; fhe quitted her fifter,
glided out of the room, and delivered her-
{elf over as a” prey no longer to forrow but
remorfe. Her conduét feemed to have
been precifely the condu¢t of Clermont, and
fhe felt herfelf dreadfully implicated as one .
of the weak or erring, guilty of frailties or
ices,

That.
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That an uncle fo dearly loved fhould
believe fhe was forming an eftablifhment
which would afford him an afylum during
his difficulties, now every profpet of that
eftablilhment was over, was {o heart- piercing
a circumftance, that to her father it feemed
fufficient for the whole of what fhe endured.
He made her over, therefore, to Lavinia,
while he haftened to Cleves; for Jacob,

when he had faid all he was ordered to fay, all -

he had gathered himfelf, and all he was able
to fuggeft, finithed with letting him know
that his mafter begged he would fet out
that very moment.

The fime of his abfenee was fpent by Ca-
milla in an anguifh that, at his return, feemned
quite to have changed her. He was alarmed,
and redoubled his teuderne{é; but his ten-
dernefs was no longer her joy. He knows
" not, fhe thought, whom he carefles ; knows
not that-the wounds juft beginning to heal
for the fon, are foon to be again opened by
the daughter ! .

Yet her affettions were all awake to%n-
quire after her uncle ; and when fhe heard
that nothing could fo much footh him as
her fight, all fear of his comments, all ter-
ror of exertion, fubfided in the poffible chance
of confoling him: and Mr. Tyrold, who
thought every act of duty led to, chearful-

nefs; )
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nefs, fent to defire the carriage might fetch
her the next morning.

He pafled flightly over to Camilla the
fcene he had himfelf gone through; but he
confefled te Lavinia its difficulty and pain.
Sir Hugh had acknowledged he had drawn
his bankers dry, but neverthelefs was deter-
mined upon paying every fhilling of the de-
mand, not only for the debts, but for the
complicate intereft; becaufe, he' faid, he
had it upon his confcience that the firft
fault was his own, in letting the poor boy
leave the kingdom, without clearing up to
him that he had made Eugenia his exclufive
heirefs, It was in vain Mr. Tyrold pointed
out, that no future hopes of wealth could
exculpate this unauthorized extravagance in
Clermont, and no diffipation in Clermont
could apologize for the clandeftine loan, and
its illegal intereft: “ The poor boy,” faid
he, “ did it all knowing no better, which
how can I expe&, when I did wrong my-
felf,. being his uncle ? Though, if I were to
have twenty more nephews and nieces in fu-
ture, the firft word I (hould fay to them
would be to tell them I thould give them
nothing; to the end that having no hope,
they might all be happy one as another.”
All, therefore, that was left for Mr. Tyrold,
was to counfel himupon thebeft and thorteft
means of raifing the {um ; and for this pur-

: pofe,
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pofe, he meant to be with him again the
next day.

This affair, however, with all irs reproach
for the paft, and all its facrifices for the time
to come, by no means fo deeply affected
Sir Hugh as the blow Mr. Tyrold could no-
longer fpare concerning Edgar. It funk to
his heart, difpirited him to-tears, and fent

“him extremely ill to bed.

The chaife came early the next mormng,
and Mr. Tyrold had the pleafure to fee Ca-
milla exert herfelf to appear lefs fad. La-
vinia was alfo of the party, as he meant to
ftay the whole day.

Eugenia met them in the hall, with the
welcome intelligence that Sir Hugh, though
he had paffed a wretched night, was now
fomewhat better, and confiderably cheared,.
by a vifit from his old Yorkﬂme friend, Mr.
Weftwyn.

cherthele('< Sir Hugh difmiffed him,
and every body elfe, to receive Camilla.
alone.

She endeavoured to approach hrm calmly,
but his own unchecked emotions foon over-
fet her borrowed fortitude, and the inter-
view proved equally affli®ing to both. The
cruel mifchiefs brought upon him by Cler-
‘mont, were as nothing in the balance of his
misfortunes, when oppofed to the fight of
forrow upon that face which hitherto had

fo
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fo conftantly enlivened him as an imagg of
joy : and with her, every felf-difappointment
yielded, for the moment, to the regret of
lofing fo precious a blefling, as oftering a
refuge, in a time of difficulty, to an uncle
{o dear to her. ‘

Mr. Tyrold would not fuffer this fcene
to be long uninterrupted ; he entered, with
a chearing countenance, that compelled them
todry their tears, and told them the Weftwyrns
could not much longer be left out, though
they remained well contented, for the pre-
fent, with Mifs Margland and his other
daughters. * Melmond and Indiana,” add-
ed he, {miling, ¢ feem at prefent not be-
ings of this lower {phere, nor to have a mo-
ment to {pare for thofe who are.”

“ That, my dear brother,” anfwered the
Baronet, ¢ is all my comfort ; for as to all
the reft of my marrying, you fee what it’s
come to ! who could have thought of young
Mr. Edgar’s turning out in the fame way ?
I can’t fay but what I take it pretty unkind
of him, letting me prepare at this rate for
nothing ; befides Beech Park’s being within
but a ftone’s throw, as one may fay, as well
as his own agreeablenefs. However, now
I've feen a little more of the world, I can’t
fay I find much difference between the good
and the bad, with re{pe@t to their all doing
aike, The young boy$ now-a-day’s, what-

ever's
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ever’s come to ’em, don’t know what they'd
be at. They think nothing of difappoint-
ing a perfon if once they’ve a mind to
change their minds. All one’s preparations
g? for nothing; which they never think
o ."
. Mr. Tyrold now prevpiled for the re-ad-
miffion of Mr. Weftwyn, who was accom-
panied by his fon, and followed by the
Cleves family.

The cheeks of Camilla recovered their
ufual hue at the fight of Henry, from the
various interefting recolle&tions which: oc-
curred with it. She was feeri herfelf with
their original admiration, both by the father
and the fon, though with the former it was
now mingled with anger, and with the latter
--no longer gilded with hope. Yet the com- -
plaints againft her, which, upon his arrival,
Mr. Weftwyn meant to” make, were foon
 not merely relinquifhed, bat " transformed
into pity; upon the view of her dejetted
countenance, and filent melancholy.

The Baronet, however, revived again, by
feeing, his old friend, whofe humour {fo much
refembled his own, that, in Yorkfhire, he
had been always his firft favourite. Each
the children of untutored nature, honeft
and open alike in their words -and their
dealings, their charatters and their propenfi-
ties were nearly the fame, though Sir Hugh,

more
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more felf-formed, had a language and man-
ner of his own; and Mr. Weftwyn, of a
temper lefs equal and lefs gentle, gave way,
as they arofe, to fuch angry paffions as the
indulgent Baronet never-felt.

“ My dear friend,” faid Mr. Weftwyn,
“you don’t take much notice of my Hal,
though, I’ll give you my word, you won’t
fee fuch another young fellow every day.-
However, it’s as well not, before his face, -
for it might only make him think himfelf
fomebody : and that, while 1 am alive, I
don’t intend he thould do. I can’t beara
young fellow not dutiful. I’ve alwaysa bad
opinion of him. I can’t fay he pleafes me.”

“ My dear Weftwyn,” anfwered the Ba-
ronet, *“ I've nodoubt but what mafter Hal
is very good, for which- I am truly glad.
But as to much over rejoicing, now, upon
the fcore of young boys, it’s what I can’t
do, feeing they’ve turned out fo ill, one
after another, as far as 1 have had to do
with them : for which, however, I hope I
bear ’em no malice. They’ve enough toan-
{wer for without that ; which, I hope, they’ll
think of in time.”

“ Why to be fure, Sir Hugh, if you fet
about thinking of a young fellow by the
pattern of my friend Clermont, I can’t fay
I'm much furprifed you don’t care to give
him a good word ; I can’t fay 1 am. Iam
pretty much of the fame way of thinking. I

love
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love to fpeak the truth.” He then took
Mr. Tyrold apart, and ran on with a hiftory
of all he had gathered while at Leipfic, of
the condu&t and way of life of Clermont
Lynmere. ¢ He was a difgrace,” faid he,
¢ even to the Englith name, as a Profeflor
told me, that [ can’t remember the name of,
it’s fo prodigious long ; but, if it had not
been for my fon, he told me, they’d have
thought all the Englith young fellows good
for nothing, except extravagance, and eat-
ing and drinking ! ¢ They’d all round have
got an ill pame,’ fays he, ¢if it had not
een for your fon,” were his words, which I
fhall never forget. I fent him over a noble
pipe of Madeira, which I'd juft got for my-
{elf, asfoon as 1 came home. I took tohim
very much, I can’t fay but I'did ; he was a
very.good man; he had prodigioufly the
look of an Englithman. He faid Hal was
an ornament to the univerfity. I took it
very well of him. I with he had not fuch
a hard name. I can never call it to mind.
I hate a hard name. I can never [peak it
without a blunder.” '
Sir Hugh now, who had been talking
. with Henry, called upon Mr. Weftwyn, to
beg his pardon for not fpeaking of him
more refpe@fully, faying : “ I fee he's quite
agreeable, which I thould have noticed from
the firft, only being what I did not know ;
‘ which
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which I hope is my excufe ; my head, my
dear friend, not getting on much, in point
of quicknefs: though I can’t fay it’s for
want of pains, fince you and I ufed to live
fo much together ; but to no great end, for
I always find myfelf in the back, however it
happens : which your fon, Mafter Hal, s, I
{ee, quite the contrary.”

Mr. Weftwyn was fo much gratified by
this praife, that he immediately confefled
the {cheme and wifh he had formed of mar-
rying Hal to Camilla, only for her not ap-
proving it. Sir Hugh protefted nothing
could give him more pleafure -than fuch a
connexion, and fignificantly added, he had
other nieces, befides Camilla. ) ’

“ Why, yes,” faid Mr. Weftwyn, ¢ and
I can’t keep from looking at ’em; I like
‘em all mightily. I'm a great friend to -
taking from a good ftock. I chufeto know
what 1’m about. That girl at Southamp-
- ton hit my fancy prodigioufly. But I'm not
for the beauty. A beauty won’t make a
good wife. 1t takes her too much time to
put her cap on. That little oge, there,
with the hump, which I don’t mind, nor
the limp neither, I like vaftly. But I'm
afraid Hal won’t take to her. A young
man don’t much fancy an ugly girl. He’s
always hankering after fomething pretty.
There’s that other indeed, Mifs Lavinia, is as

. o handfome
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handfome a girl as I'd wifh to fee. And fhe
feems as good too. However, I'm not for
Jjudging all by the eye. I’m paft that. An
old man fhould not play the fool ; which
I wifh fomebody would whifper to a certain
Lord that I know of, that dor’t behave quite
to my mind. I’m not fond of an old fool:
nor a young one neither. They make me
fick.” -

Sir Hugh heard and agreed to all this,
with the fame fimplicity with which it was
fpoken; and foon after, Yorkfhire becom-
ing their theme, Mr. Tyrold had the plea-
fure of feeing his brother fo much re-ani-
mated by the revival of old fcenes, ideas,
and connexions, that he heartily joined in
prefling the Mr. Weftwyns to fpend a
fortnight.at Cleves, to which they confented
with pleafure. ) '
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CHAP., VI.
A Bride’s Refulves.

Witu every allowance for a grief in which
fo deeply he fhared, Mr. Tyrold felt nearly
bowed down with forrow, when he obferved
his own tendernefs abate of its power to
confole, and his exhortdtions of their in-
fluence with his miferable daughter, whofe
complicated affliCtions feemed defperate to
herfelf, and to him nearly hopelefs. .

He now began to fear the rigid ceconomy
and retirement of their prefent lives might
add fecret difguft or fatigue to the difap-.
pointment of her heart. He fighed at an
idea fo little in unifon with all that had
hitherto appeared of her difpofition; yet
remembered fhe was very young ahd very
lively, and thought that, 1f caight by a love
of gayer {cenes than Etherington- afforded,
the was at a feafon of life which bringsits
own excufe for fuch venial ambition.

He propofed, therefore; making an ap-
plication to Mrs. Needham, a lady high in
the efteem of Mrs. Tyrold, to have the
goodnefs to take the charge of carrying her
a little into the world, during the abfence
of her mother.. But fhe fincerely declined

VOL. V. E this
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this propofition ; for, joined to the want of
all {pirit for recreation, fhe had a dread of
appearing in the county, left the fhould
meet with Sir Sedley Clarendel, whofe two
hundred pounds were amongft the evils ever
prefent to her, though the debt to Jacob
was firft to bé confidered ; notwithﬁanding
he had kindly protefted bLe was in no hafte
to be paid. ‘ .

Mr. -Tyrold was not forry to have his
propofition declined ; yet faw the fadnefs of
Camilla unabated, and fuggefted, for a
tranfient diverfity, a vifit to the Grove ; en-
quiring why an acquaintance began with fo
inuch warmth and pleafure, feemed thus
utterly relinquifhed ? Camilla had herfelf
thought with fhame of her apparently un«
grateful negle@ of Mrs, Arlbery ; but the
five guincas fhe bad borrowed, and forgot.
ten to pay, while (he might yet have afked

" them of Sir Hugh, and which now the had

no ability any where to raife, made the idea
of mecting with her painful, And thus,
overwhelmed with regret and repentance for
all around, her fpirits gone, and her heart
funk, fhe defired never more, except for

- Cleves, to flir from Etberington,

Had he feen the leaft {ymptom of her
revival, Mr, Tyrold would have been gra.
tified by her firengthened Jove of home;
but this was far from being the cafe; and,

. : upon

'
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upon the marriage of Mifs Dennel, which -
was now celebrated, he was glad of ad'op--
portunity to force her abroad, from the ne--
cefity of making a congratulatopy vifit to
the bride’s aunt, Mrs. Arbery. Lo

The chariot, therefore, of Sir H&gb bemg
borrowed, fhe was compelled. into this ex-
ertion ; which was il repaid: by ‘het recep-
tion from  Mrs. Arlbery,“who; hurt as well’
as offended by her long -abfence and. total’
filence, wore an air .of ‘the.::moft challmg
coldnefs. Camilla felt . forty. 2nd-afbamed
but too much difturbed to attempt any
palhation for her hon-appearance, and ié- -
miflnefs of even a note.or meflage. =~ 1 -

The roomn was full of morning vxﬁtors; all
colleéted for the fame complimentary pur-
pofe; but -fhe was relieved with refpeét to i
her fears of Sir Sedley Clafendel m hecumd
of his tour to the Hebrides.! .

“Her mournful countcnahc& foon, how-
ever, difperfed. the anger. of Mrs.: Aslbery.-
“What," c¢ried fhe,  has befallen you,
my fair friend ?. if you are not immeafurably -
ushappy, you are very ferioufly il > 2~

“ Yes.--—no,—-—my {pirits——have not been-
good—"" an{wered (he, frammering ; < but
yours may, perhaps, affift to reftore themy™:i

‘The compofition of -Mrs.: Arlbery had no
pasticle of either malice or vengeance ; ‘(he
naw threw. off all referve, and taking het by

: E2 the
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the hapd, faid : < Shall'l keep you to fpend:
the -day with:ime? Yés, or no? Peace or-
war ?n : 0

And without waiting for an anfwcr, the
fent back the charfiot, and 2 meflage to VEr. -
Tyroldy;'tllat fBe .would carry home his -
daughtev - 4he evening. :

« And-nbws thixfuthlefs Falr,” cr'led the,
as. fopn as they: were alone, * tell me what
has led "you to-'this abominable ficklenefs ?
witlj: me, 1 meanstidf you had grown tired
_of apy bodylelfe; I:thotild have thought no- -
thing foymatutal.  Butwyou:know, I fuppofe, -
that ¢he fame thmgnwe(phllofophlfe 1nto an
admirably good joke fot our nelghbours, we -
mpralife into a crime againft ourfelves.”

S0 thought,” fard -Camilld) attempting
tq.{fmile, * rone :but: ‘countvy )couﬁns ever
made_apologfes 2t - '

“ Nay, now, I.muft f"orglve you without
one word more!” anfwered Mrs. Arlbery,
laughing, and lhaknng bandswith her; “fuch
a happy.citation is worth any ten offences.
So, -you fee, you have nine to commit,- in
ftore, cleat.of all damages. But the pleafure
of. finding -one has not faid-a good thiiig
only’ for-ence, thence to be forgotten and
die'gway in the-winds, is far greatet than
yew can yet awhile conceive, In the firft
pode of youth and beauty, our attention is
al} upon -how we are looked at. But wfll)e?
thole

>
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- thofe begin to be fomewhat .on the wane—
when that barbarous time comes into play,
which revenges upon poor miferable wonian
alt the airs fhe has been playing upon filly
man=—our ambition, then, 8 how we are
liftened to.  So now, cutting thort reproach
and excufe, and all the wearying round of
explanation, tell me a little of your hittory
fince we laft met.”

This was by’ no means what Camilla
meant to undertake: but .fhe began, in«a
hefitating manner, to fpeak of her little
debt. Mrs. Arlbery, eagerly interrupti ng
ber, infifted it fhould not be mentioned';
adding: “ ] go on ia&ly well . agam ; Tam -
breaking in two ponies, and building a new
phaetons and I fhall foon pay-for both,
without the {malleft mconvemcnce,-—ekcept
pinching my fervants, and ftarving: ‘nvy vi-
fitors.  But tell me fomething of your ad-
ventures. You are'not half 4o -communi-
cative as Rumour, which- has glVen ne a
thoufand details of you, and-married you
and your whole fet to at leaft halfh dozen
" men a-piece, fince you were laft at:¥he Grové.
Amongft others, it afferts, that i iid Lord
Valhurft was fericufly at yooriféet?: “That
prating Mrs. Mittip; who ﬂaﬁﬂened wpoi my
poor little niece at Tunbridgé, and who ts
now her factotum, pretbnds 4t 'my-lotd's

E 3 W ewn O
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-own feryants fpckeof 1t publicly at Mrs-
-Berlinton’s.” , .
This wasa fact that bemo thus divulged,
a very few qucﬁlons made impoflible to
deny; thobgh Camilla was highly fuperior
. to the indelicaey. and ingratitude of repaying
" the preference of any gentleman by publith-
g b rgjeCtion. .
¢« And what in the world, my dear child,”

faid Mrs, Adbery, could provoke you to
110 wild-an action as refufing him "’

., “ Good Heaven, Mrs. Arlbery !”

. ¢« Q, what—you were not in love with
-him'? [ believe not |—but if he was in love
" wijth you, take my word for it, that would
-have done quite-as well. TFis fuch a little
whlle that, fame love lafts, even when it is
begp;x.w:«th that you have but a few months
-t lofe,t0-be exaltly upon a par with thofe
.who fef out with all the quivers of Cupid,
Jpsting fram  heart to.heart. He has fiill
fortune enough left for a handfome fettle-
anent 5.you can’t help out-living' him, and

Ahen, think but how- dcletable would be .
.your . fjyation! Freedom, money -at will,

'the cchojeeof your own friends, and the en-
Joyrneut .ofjypur own humour !”’

L4 Yout wonld. but try me, my dear Mrs.
Arlbery arfQr.ygucannot, I am fure, believe
-me eapable; of making fo folemn an engage-~
.mgnt for fuch felfith purpofes.”

4 . « This
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% This is all the romance of falfe reafon-
ing. You have not fought the man, but
the man you. You would not have foli-
cited his acceptance, but yielded to his fo-
licitation of yours. The balance is always
jutt, where force is not ufed. The man has
his reafons for chufing you; you have your
reafons for fuffering )ourfclf to be chofen.
What his are, you have no bufinefs to en-
quire ; nor has he the hnalle& right to in-
veﬁ:lcate yours.”

_ This was by no means the ftyle in which

Camilla had been . brought up to think of -

marriage ; and Mrs. Arlbery prefently added:
““ You are grave ; yet I fpeak but asa being
of the world I'live in : though I addre(s one
that knows nothing about it. Tell me,
however, a little more of your affairs. What
are all thefe marriages and no marriages, our
neighbourhood is fo bufy in making and un-
making P’ -

Camilla réturned the moft brief and quiet
anfwers in her power; but was too late to -
fave the delicacy of Eugenia in concealing
her late double difappointments, the abortive
preparations of Sir Hugh having travelled
through all the. adjoining country. < Poor
tiny thing I’ cried Mrs. Arlbery, “ fthe will”
never be got off ;—unlefs, indeed, that good
old pedant, who teaches her that Vaft ‘quan-
tity of ftuff the will have to unlearn when

E 4 once
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once fhe goes a little about, will take com-
paffion upon her and her thoufands, and
put them both in his own pockets.”

This raillery was painful nearly to difguft
to Camilla; who frankly declared the faw
Ler fifter with no eyes but thofe of refpe&
. nd atle@ion, and could not endure to hear
ker mentioned in {o ridiculous a manner.

-« Never judge the heart of a wit,” an-
fwered fhe, laughing, ¢ by the tongue ! We
have often as good hearts, aye, and as tnuch
good-nature, too, as the careful profers who
utter nothing but what is right; or the
heavy thinkers who have too little fancy to
fay any thing that is wrong. .But we have
a pleafure in our own gattle that cruelly runs
away with our difcretion.”

Other fubje@s were then taken up, till
they were interrupted by a vifit from the
young bride, Mrs. Liffin.,

jumpmg into the room, * I'm juft run
away,” fhe cried,. * without faying a word
to any body! 1 ordered my coach myfel,
and told my own footman to whifper me
when it came, that I might get off, without
faying a word of the matter. Dear! ho
they’ll all ftare when they mifs me! I hope
they’ll be frightened !”

“ And why fo, you little chit? why do
you want to makc them uneafy ?”

: “«Q! I
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“ 0! Idon’t mind ! I'm fo glad to have
my own way, I don’t ¢are far- any thing elfe.
Dear, how do you do, ¥lifs Camilla Tyrold #
I wonder you have not; been to-fee me! [
had a great mind to have invited you ta have
been one of my bride’s maids. But papa
was o monftrous crof-, he wo,uld not let me
do hardly any thing l hiked: I was never
fo glad in my life as when, I went out of the
houie to be married ! -J’ll never atk hlm
about any one thing as long as I live again.
Fll always do juft what I chufe.”

“ And you are quite fure Mr. Liffin w;ll
never interfere with that refolution ™ .°

«Q, I ha'n’t let him! I dare -fay he
would elfe. 'That’s one reafon I came, out
fo, juft now, on purpofe te make him Tee I
was my own miftrefs. And Itold my coach-
man, and my own foatman, and my maid,.
all three, that if they faid one word, I’d turn:
‘emall away.. For I intend always te turn:
‘em away when I don’t like 'em. I (hall
never fay any thing to Mr. Liffin firft, for
fear of his meddling. I'm quite determined:
I'won’t be crofled any more, now I've fei-
vants of my own. L'iia {ure I've been crofled’
long enough.””

“Then, turnmg to Camllla, ¢ Dear,” fhe:
eried, “ how grave you look ! Dear, I won-
der you don’t marry too:!" When I ordered
my coach, juft now, I was ready to cry for

y B 5 joys
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‘joy, to think ©of inot having to afk papa
about it. “And to:day, at breakfaft,] dare
fay I'rang twehtyltimes, for one thing or
arother. As faft’ as ever I could think of
dny thing, I wént to ringing again. For -
when I was at papa’s, every time I rang the
‘bell, he always aftked me what I wanted.
‘Only think of keeping one under{o !
- .« And what in the world faid Mr. Liffin
‘to fo prodigious an uproar ?” :
-7« O, he ftared” like any thing.” But he
could not fay much: I intend to ufe him to
‘it'from the firfk, that he may never plague
«ine, like papa, with afking me what’s the
‘reafon for every thing. If I don’t like the
“dinner to-day, I'll order a new one, to be
adrefled- for me-on purpofe. And Mr.
-Liffin, and papa, and Mrs. Mittin and the
teft of ’em, may eat the old one. Papa
“never let me order the dinner at horhe 3. he
-always would know-what there was himfelf;-
‘and have' what he chiofe. I'm refolved I'IL
have eveiy thing I like beft, now, every
day. I'could not get at the cook alone this
morning, becauf¢ fo many of them were in
-the way ; though I rung for her a dozen
times. But tc-morrow, I'll tell herof fome
things I intend to have the whole year
through ; in particular, currant tarts, and
minced veal, and mafhed potatoés. I've
s I heen
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been determined upon that thefe three
years, for againft I was married.” ‘

Then, taking Camilla by the hand, fhe
begged fhe would accompany her to next
room, faying, ¢ Pray excufe me, aunt Arl-
bery, becaufe I want to talk to Mifs Tyrold
about a fecret.”

When they came to another apartment, .
after carefully fhutting the door, * Only
think,” fhe cried, “ Mifs Camilla Tyrold,
of my marrying Mr. Liffin at laft! Pray
did you ever fulpet it? I'm fure I did
not. When papa told me of it, you can’t
think how I was furprifed. I always thought
it would have been Colonel Andover, or Mr.
Macderfey, or elfe Mr. Summers; unlefs it
had been Mr. Wiggan ; or elf¢ your bro-
ther ; but Mr. Liflin never once came into
my head, becanfe of his being {o old. I dare
fay he’s feveri-and-twenty ! only think |—
But I believe he and papa had {ettled it al{.
along, only papa never told it me, till juft
before hand. I don’t like him much; do -
you 2** A

“ T have not the pleafure to know him:
bat I hope you will like him better, now.”*

“I don’t much care whether I do or
not, for I fhall never mind him. I always
determined never to mind a hufband, One
minds one’s papa bucaufe one-can’t help it :
But only think of my being married before

" E6 you !
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you! though you’re feventeen years old—-
almoft eighteen, I dare fay- and I'm only
juft fifteen. I could not help thinking of
. it al the time I was drefling for a bride.
You can’t think how pretty my drefs was..
Papa made Mrs, Mitrin buy it, becaufe, he
faid, the could get every thing fo- cheap:
but I made herget it the deareft the could,
for all that. - Papa’s monftrous ftingy.” .

This fecret conference was broken up by a
violent ringing at the gate, fucceeded by the
appearance of Mr. Liffin, who, without any
‘ceremony, opened the door of the chamber
into which the ladies had retired.

“So, ma’am | faid he, vifibly very angry,.
I have the p.afure at laft to find you ¥
-dinner has waited till it is {poilt, and I'hope,.
therefore, now, you will do us the favour to:
come and fit at the head of .your table.”

She looked frightened, and he took Ler
hand, which fhe had not courage to draw
_ back, though in a voice that {poke a fob-
near at hand, ““I’m fure,” fhe cried, * this
13 not being treated like a married woman !
and I'm fure if I’'d knpown I might not do as
1 like, and come out when I'd amind, I |
weuld not have married at alt!”

Mr. Liffin, with little or no apology to-
Mts. Arlbery, then conveyed his fair bride
to Le. coach.

5 S - % Poor
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“ Poor fimple girl!” exclaimed Mrs.
Arlbery. ¢ Mr. Liffin, who is a country ~
fquire of Northwick, will foon teach her
another leffon, than that of ordering her
carriage Ju[’c at dinner-time! The poor
child took it into her head that, becaufe,
' upon marrying, the might fay, ¢ my.houfe,
¢ my coach, and my fervants,” inftead of
¢ my papa’s;’ and ring her bell for who the
pleafed, and give her own orders, that the
was to arrive at complete liberty and inde~
pendence, and that her hufband had merely
to give her his name, and lodge in the fame
dwelling : dnd fhe will regard him foon, as a.
_tyrant and a brute, for not letting her play
all day long the part of a wild fchool-glrl,,
juft come home for the holidays.”

The reft of the vifit pafled without fur~
ther inveftigation on the part of Mrs. Arl-
- begy, or embarraflinent on that of Camilla;.
who found again fome. little pleafure in the
converfation which, at firft, had fo much
charmed, and the kindnefs which even -her.
appatent negle&t had not extinguithed..
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CHAP. Vil.

The Workings of Sorrow.

T HE vifit of the Weftwyns to Sir Hugh

fhewed Lavinia‘in {o favourable a light,

‘that nothing lefs than ‘the ftrong prepoffef-

fion already conceived for Camilla could
have guarded the heart of the fon, or the
wifhes of the father, from the complete cap-
tivation of her modeft beauty, her intrinfic
worth, and the cheerful alacrity, and vir-
tuous {elf-denial, with which fhe prefided in

- the new ccconomy of the reftory. But

though the utter demolition of hope played
with Heary its ufual part of demolifhing,.

- alfo, half the fervour of admiration, he {tll

felt, in confequence of his late failure, a dif-

- tafte of any fimilar attempt - and Mr. Weft-

wyn, unbribed: by the high praife of his {on,.
which had won him in Camilla, left himn
mafter of his choice.  Each, however, found
a delight in the Tyrold fociety, that fe-
conded the withes of the Baronet to make

‘them lengthen their vifit.

The retrenchments,. by which the debts
of Clerinont were to be paid, could no
longer, neverthelefs, be deferred ; and Mr..
Tyrold had juft fet out for Cleves, to give

his
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his counfel for their arrangement, when his
daughters were broken in upon by Mrs.
Mittin, who defired a private interview with
Camilla.

It foon appeared that, from a meetmg
with Mrs. Arlbery at Mrs. Liffin’s, (he-had
learnt, at length, with equal certainty and

" provocation, that the inheritanceof Sir Hugh
was entirely fettled upon his youngeft niece’;
and that the denials of all expeétation on
the part of Camilla, which fhe had always
taken for clofenefs, conveyed but the fimple
truth. Alarmed left fhe fhould incur the
anger of Mr. Clykes, who was among{’c her
moft ufefu} friends, the had written him
word of the difcovery: and Mr. Clykes,
judging now he " had no chance. of the gra-
tuity finally promifed for Aonour and fecrecy,
and even'that his principal was in danger,
had’ fent an enraged anfwer, with an impe-
rious declaration, that he muft either im-
mediately be repaid all he had laid out, or
receive fome fecurity for its being refunded,,
of higher value than the note of a minor of
no fortune nor €xpectations.

Mrs. Mittin protefted fhe did not know
which way to turn, the was {o forry to have
difobliged fo good a friend ; and broke forth
into a vehement inveltive abam{’t Mr. Dub-
fter, for pretending he knew the truth from
young ’bqulre T yrold himfelf..

Long
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" Long as was her lamentation, and fatisfied
as the always felt to hear her own voice, her
paule {till came too foon for any reply fromx
Camilla, who now felt the difcovery of her

~fituationto be incvitable, compulatory, and
difgraceful. Sclf-upbraidings that fhe had:
ever liftened tu {uch an expedlsnt, aflailed:
her with. the cruelleft poignancy, mingling
almoft felf-ceteftation with utter defpair.

In vain Mrs. Mittin prefled for fome
fatisfattion ; {he was mute’ from inability to-
devile any; till the coachman of Mr, Li{-
fin fent word he eould wait no longer. She:
then, in a broken voice, faid, * Be fo good
as to write to Mr. Clykes, that if he will have

_the patience to wait a few days, I will pre--

.pare my friends to fettle my accounts with:
him.”

Mrs. Mittin then, recovering from her
own fright m this bufinels, anfwered, « O,

- if that’s the cafe, my dear young lady, pray
don’t be uneafy, for it grieves me to vex you ;.
and I'll promife you I'lk coax my good friend:

~ to wait {uch a matter as that ; he’ll do any
thing I-afk him, I know.”

She now went away ; and Lavxma, who:
ran to her fifter, found her in. a {late of,
diftrefs that melted her gentle heart to be-
hold: but when fhe gathered what had:
pafled, < This difdoefure, my deareft Ca-
mllla,” fhe cried;. can nmeyer be fo tremen

: dous
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dous as your prefent. fituation : endeavour,
then, to bear the one great thock, that will
lead to after peace and eafe.”

.But Camilla could liften.to no confolation,
and ftill, though fhe felt it indifpenfable, was.
mcapable to make the avowal herfelf: La-
vinia had even lefs courage, and they deter-
mined, therefore, to apply to Lugenia, who,
though as foftly feeling as either, mmgled in
her charaer a fort of heroic philofophy, that
enabled her to execute dnd to endure the
hardeft tafks, where fhe thought them the
demand of virtue. They refolved, there-
fore, the next mormng, to {fend a note to
. Cleves for the carriage, and to commit the

affair to this mcxpemenced and youthful

female fage. ’

Far from running, as fhe was wont, fo
meet ‘her father upon bis entrance, Camﬂla
. was . twice fent for before.fhe could’ gain
ftrength to appear in his prefence; nor
could his utmoft kmdnels enable her to

Jook up.

" The heart of Mr Tyrold WS penetratcd
-by her avoidance, and yet more{unk by her
fight. He related what ‘had pafled at
Cieves, with the accuftomed opennefs with
which-he converfed with his children as his
friends. Clermont, he faid, was arrived, and
had authenticated all the accounts, with {o
Iittle of either fhame or fenfe, thata charac‘iter-

els
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Jefs determined’ upon indulgence:than that
of Sir Hugly, muft have revolted from af-
fording him fuccour, -if merely to mortify
him into repentance. Themanner of mak-
in% payment, however, had been the difficult
difcuffion of the whole day.  Sir Hogh was
unequal to performing any thing, 4hough
ready to confent to evety thing. When hie
propofed the fale of feveral of his numerous
horles, he obje€ted, that what remained
would be hard worked : when he mentioned
diminithing his table, he was afraid the poor
would take it ill, as they were ufed to have
his orts : and when he talked of difcharging
fome of his fervants, he was fure they would
think it very unkind. * His heart,” con-
tinued Mr, Tyrold, ¢ is {fo bountiful, and
fo full of kindnefs, that he pleads his tender
feelings, and regretting wifhés, againft-the
found reafon of hard neceflity. What is
right, however, muft only in itlelf feek what
is pleafant ; and there, when it ceafes to look
more abroad, it is fure to find it.”

He ftopt, hearing a deép figh from Ca-
milla, who fecretly ejaculated a prayer that
this fentente might live, henceforward, in

-her memory. ¢ He divined the with, which
devoutly he echoed, and continued :

¢ There 1 fo little, in fine, that he could
bear to relinquifh, that, with my utmoft ef-
forts, I could not .calculate any retrench-~

‘ ‘ ment,
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ment; to which he will agree, at moté than
a hundred a year. Yet his {cruples ¢on-
«cerning his vow refift all the entreaties of our
difinterefted ' Eugenia, to either fell out for
the fum, or cut down any trees in Yorkfhire,
Thefe difficulties, too potent for his weak
frame, were again finking him into that de-
fpondence which we thould all feduloufly
guard againft, as the moft prevailing of foes
toa&tive virtue,when, to relieve him, I made
a propofal which my dear girls will both, T
truft, find peculiar pleafure in feconding.”

Camilla -had already attempted' to raife
her drooping head, confcience ftruck at what
was faid of defpondence;. and now en-
deavoured tojoin in the cheerful confidence
exprefled by Lavinia, that he could not be
miftaken.
_ “ The little hoard, into which already we
have broken ‘for Lionel,” he went on, * 1
have offered to lend him for prefent pay-
ment, as far as it will go, and to receive it
again at ftated periods. In tlie mean while,:
I fhall accept from him the fame intereft as
from the-bank. For thisI am to havealfo
fecurity. .I run norifk of the little all I have
to leave tomy two girls.” B

He now looked at them both, expeting
to {ce pleafure even in Camilla, that what
was deftined, hereafter, for hericlf, could
prove of the fmalleft utility to Sir Hugh:

; but
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but his difappointment, and her thock were
equal. - Too true for the moft tranfitory dif-
guife, the keeneft anguifh thot from her eye ;
and Mr. Tyrold, amazed, faid: “Isit Ca-
-milla-who would draw back from any fervice
to her uncle #” .

“ Ah no!” cried fhe, with cla{ped hands;
«“I would die to do him ‘any good! and
O !—that my death at this moment’’——-

~ She ftopt, affrighted, for Mr. Tyrold
frowned. A frown upon aface fo conftantly
benign, was new, was awful to her; but fhe
inflantly recollected bis condemnation of
withes fo defperate, and fearfully taking his
-hand, befought his forgivenefs.

His brow inftantly . “refumed its ferenity.
« 1 have nothing,” faid he, “ my deareft
chxld to forgive, from the moment you re-
colle& yourfelf. But. tiy,for your awn fake,
to keep in-mind, that the :cument forrows,
Jhowever acute, of - -current life, .are but ufe-
lefsly aggravated by vain ‘withes for death.
The tmalleft kind. office better proves af-
feétion than any words, however elevated.

The conference here broke up ; fomething
incomprehenfible foemed to Mr. Tyrold to
be blended with the grief of ‘Camiilas and
though frem her birth (he thad manifefted,
by every opportunity, the moft liberal dif-
‘regard of wealth, the fomething not to. be
underftoad feemed always to have money for

) 1ts
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- its obje&. ' What this might be, he now fér-

vently withed to explore ; yet ftill hoped, by
patient kindnefs, to reccive her confidence
voluntarily,” '

Camilla ' now- was half dead’; Lavinia
could with difficulty fuftain, but by no pof-
fible meards revive her.  What a period was
this to difclofe to hier father that fhe muft
deprive hifn, in paft, even of his promifed
- folaceinhis intended afliftance to his btother,
to fatisfy debts of her own, of which he fuf-.
peted not'the exiftence ! o

When forced down flairs, by a.fummons
to fupper, Mr. Tyrold, to confole her for ltis
momentary difpleafure, redoubled his ca-
reffes; but his tendernefs only made her
weep yet more bitterly, and he looked at .
her with a heart’ rent with anguith.. For
Lavinia, for Eugenia, he would have felt
fimilar grief'; ‘but their far lefs gay, though
equally’ innocent natutes, would have made
the view of their affliftion lefs ftrikingly op-.
preflive. Camilla had, hitherto, fecmed in:
the 1pring- of joy yet more than’ of life,
Anxiety flew at her approach, and animation
took " its place. Nothing could fhake his
refignation’; yet to behold her conftant
fadnefs, feverely tried his fortitude, "To fee
tears trickling inceflantly down. the pale
cheeks folately blooming; to fee her youth-’
ful countemance wear the Haggard expreffion’

, . of
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of care ; to fee life, in its with and purpefes
feém at_an end, ere, in its ardinary calcu~
lation, it was reckoned to have begun, drew
him from every other ‘confideration, and
filled his whole mind with monopolizing ap -
prehenfion, - o .
He now himfelf preffed her, for change of
fcene, to accept an invitation fhe had re-.
ceived from Mrs, Berlinton fo Grofvenor
Square, whither Jndiana was going in a few
days, to fpend a fortnight or three weeks
before her marriage. But fhe declined the
excurfion, as not mare unfeafonable in its
expence, than ungenial to her feelings.

R T R

: The following morning, while they were.
at their melancholy breakfaft, a letter ar
rived from Lifbon, which Mr, Tyrold read
with vifible difturbance, exclaiming, from
time to time, * Lionel, thou art indeed
punifhed " : :
" The filters were equally alarmed, but La--
vinia alone could make any enquiry, .
Mr, Tyrold ‘then informed thery, their
uncle Relvil had juft acknowledged ta their
mather, that he could na longer, in juftice,
canceal that, previoufly to his quitting Eng-
land, he had privately married his %lquie-
keeper, to induce her fo accompany him hm
. e, - is
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bis voyage : gnd that, during his firlt wrath
upon the detection of Lioncl, he had difin-
herited him in favour of a little hoy of her
own, by a former marriage, whom they had.
brought with them to Lifbon, - ,
- M. Tyrold, though it had been, his gon~,
flant ftudy to bring up his children without
any reference o their rich uncles, had never.
ipternally doubted, ‘but that the bachelop.
brother of Mrs, Tyrold would leave his for=
tune to the fon of his only fifter, who was
bis fole -near relation.  And Lionel, he °
koew,-in defiance of his.admonitions, had
built upon it himfelf, rather as a certainty
than a bope, ¢ He will now fee,” {3id
Mr. Tyrold, * his” prefumption, and feel,
by what he fuffers, what he has earned, Yet
culpable as he has been, he is now, alfo, un.
fortunate; and where crimes are followed by
punifhment, it is not for mortal man to
harbour unabating refeptment, 1 will write,
a few lines of comfort to him.” ~

Camilla, in this conceflion, expericnced
all the could feel of fatisfadtion; but the
fhort fenfation died away at the laft words
of the letter of her mather, which Me, Ty«
rold let them reads . ,

% You, I well know, will immediately in,
this evil, find for yourfelf, and impart te our.
children, fometbing of inftruction, if not of
camfort, . Shall % recolleét this without -

: : emulation ?
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emulation ? No, T will bear up from this
ftroke, which; at leait, permits my- return to
Etherington; where, in the bofom of my
dear family, and fupported by its honoured
chief, I fhall forget my voyage, my painful
ab(’ex‘ice, and my difappointment, in exer-
tions of practical eeconomy, {tric¥, but not
rigid, which our good children will vie with
each other to adopt: fedulous, all around,
to fhew in what we can moft forbear. I hope-
almoft immediately to'claim my fhare in
- thefe labours, which fuch motives will make
light, and fuch companiors render pre-
clous,”

- In agony paft repreﬂion at-thefe words,
Camxlla glided out of the room. ‘The re-
turn of her mother was now horrour t6 her,
not joy; her fhattered nerves could not
bear the interview, while under. a cloud
threatening to burft in fuch a ftorm ;- and;
fhe: entreated Lavinia to tell her fathet
that fhe accepted: his- propefal for going to
Mrs. Berlinton’s; “ and there,” fhe cried,
¢ Lavinia, I will wait, till Eugenia has told
the dreadful hiftory that thus humbles me
to the duft!” -

Lavinia was too timid to oppofe reafon to
this {uffering; and Mr. Tyrold, alteady
cruelly apprehenfive fhe compared her
prefent privations to the loft elegancies of
Beech Park fighed deeply, yet fald be-

was
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was glad fhe would remove from a fpot in
which reminifcence was fo painful.

This ftep once decided, brought with it
fomething like a gloomy compofure. I
fhall avoid,” fhe cried, “ at leaft, with my
Mother, thefe killing careflfes of deluded
kindnefs that break my heart with my
Father. She, too, would foon difcover there
was fomething darker in my fadnefs than
even grief! She would be fure that even my
exquifite lofs could not render me ungrate-
ful to all condolement; fhe would know
that a daughter whom fhe had herfelf reared
and inftruéted, would blufh fo unceafirgly
to publifh any perfonal difappointment, let
her feel it how fhe might. O my loved
Mother ! how did the delight of knowing
your kind expetations keep meé, while under
your guidance, in the way I ought togo! O
Mother of my heart ! what a grievous dif-
appointment awaits your fad return! To
find, at the firft opening of your virtuous
fchemes of general faving—that 1, as well as

Lionel, have involved my family in debts— .

that I, as well as Clermont, have corumitted
them clandeftinely to a ufurer !” .

Lavinia undertook to give Eugenia proper
inftruétions for her commiflion ; byt news
arrived, the next day, that Sir Hugh would
take no denial to Eugenia’s being herfelf of
the party. This added not, however, to

VOL. V. F the
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the courage of Camilla for ftaying, and her -

next determination was to reveal the whole
by letter.

Mr. Tyrold would not fend herto Cleves

to take leave, that' her uncle might not be
tempted to exercife his wonted, but now no
longer convenient generofity, nor yet be ex-
pofed to the pain of withholding it: but he
advanced her next quarter’s allowance, fay-
ing “ You will go now, my dear girl, in
your priftine fimplicity, and what can fo
every. way become you? It is not for a
Tcheme of pleafure, but for a ftimulus to
mental exertion, I part with you. “"When
you return, your excellent Mother will aid
your -tatk, and reward its labour. Re-
member but, while in your own hands, that
open ceconomy, {pringing from difcretion,
is always refpe&ted. 1t is falfe thame alone
that begets ridicule.”

Wecping and filent {he heard him, and
his fears gained ground that her difappoint-
ment, joined to a wiew of gayer life, had
.robbed Etherington of all charms to her.
Bitterly he regretted he had ever fuffered

her to leave’ his roof, though he would -hot -

now force lier ftay. Compulfion could only
detain her perfon ; and might heighten the
difguft of her mind. -
The little time which remained was given
wholly to packing and preparing ; and con-
: ‘tinued
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tinued employment hid from Mr. Tyrold
her emotxon, which increafed every moment,
till the carriage of Sir Hugh ftopt at the
gate. Loft, then, to all fenfatxon, but the
horrour of the avowal that muft intervene
*ere they met again, with incertitude if again
he would fee her with the fame kindnefs, the
flew into his arms, rather agonized than af-
feCtionate ; kiffed his hands with fervour,
kiffed every feparate finger, sefted upon his
thoulder, hid her face in his bofom, caught
and prefled to her lips even the flaps of his
coat, and fcarcely reftrained herfelf from
bendmg to kifs his feet ; yet without utter-
a word, without even fhedding a tear.

Strangely furprifed, and deeply affected,
‘Mr. Tyrold ftraining her to his breaft, faid :
“ Why, my dear child, why, my deareft Ca-
milla, if thus agitated by our parting, do
you leave me ?”

This queftion brought her to recolleéhon,
by the impoffibility fhe found to anfwer it ;
fhe tore herfelf, therefore, away from him,
embraced Lavinia, and hurried into thc '
coach. :

F 2
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CH AP, VIII,
1

A Surprife.

C AMILLA ftrove to check her grief
upon entering the carriage, in which
Mifs Margland had again the charge of the
young party ; but the interrogatory of her
Father, #Why will you leave me ? was men-
- tally repeated without ceafing. Ah! why,
indeed ! thought fhe, at a moment when
-every filial duty called more than ever for
my ftay !—Well might he not divine the
wunnatural reafon! can I believe it myfelf ?—
- Believe fuch an hour arrived ? —when my
Mother—the beft-of Mothers !—is expe&t-
‘ed—when fhe returns to her family, Camilla
feeks another abode™! is not this a dream ?

and may I not one day awake from it ?
‘Mifs Margland was in the higheft good
humour at this expedition : and Indtana
was ftill enraptured. to vifit London, from
old expettations which fhe knew not how .to
relinquifh ; though they were fized to no
point, and as fantaftic as vague. Eugenia,
whofe dejection had made Sir Hugh prefs
her into the party, found nothing 1n it to
tevive her ; and Camilla entered Grofvenor-
fquarewith keen diffatisfaction of every fort.
The
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"~ The ‘cautions of Edgar againft Mrs. Ber-
-linton broke into all the little relief(he
might have experienced upom again feeing
her. She had mreant to keep his final ex-
< hortations conftantly in her mind, and to
make all his opinions and counfels the rule
and meafure of her condué : but a cruel
perverfity of events feemed to caft her.every
aétion into an apparent defiance of his
‘withes.
- Mrs. Berlinton, who, in a manfion the
moft fplendid, received her with the fame
gentle fweetnefs fhe had firft fought her re~
gard, was delighted by the unexpected fight
-of Eugenia, and carefled Indiana immediately
as a fifter : though paffionlefs, in this cafe,
herfelf, the delufions of beauty deceived not
her underftanding; and a very fhort time
fufficed to fhew her to be frivolous, uncul-
tivated, and unmeaning. :

The wretched Camilla quitted them all
as foon as poffible, to retire to her chamber,
and ruminate upon her purpofed letter. She
meant, at firft, to write in detail ; but her
difficultiesaccumulated as the weighed them;
and vainly fhe took up her pen; not cven
a line could the write.

Eugenia, when able, followed her; and
bad no fooner heard the whole hiftory, than,
tenderly embracing her, fhe faid, *“ Let not
this diftrefs feem f{o "defperate to you, my

F3 deareft
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deareft fifter ! your own account points out
to me how to relieve it, without either be-
traying our poor Lionel, orfurther weighing
down our already fo heavily burthened
friends.”

. And how, my dear Eugenia?” cried
Camtlla, with fearful gratitude, and invo-
luntarily reviving by the moft diftant idea of
fuch a projett.

By adopting, fhe faid, the fame means:
that had been mvented by Murs. Mittin,
She bad many valuable trinkets, the annual
offerings of her munificent uncle, the fale of
which would go far enough, fhe could not
doubt, towards the payment of the prmcnpal,
to induce the money-lender to accept in=
tereft for the reft, till the general affairs of
their houfe were “re-eftablifhed 3 when what
remained of the fum could be difcharged,.
without difficulty, by herielf. .~
 Camilla preflfed her in her arms, almoft
kneeling with fond acknowledgments, and
accepted, without hefitation, her generous
offer. -

. ¢ All then is arranged,” fard Eugenia,
with a {mile fo benign it t feemed nearly beau~
tiful ; “and to friendf(hip, and each other,
we will devote our future days.” My fpirits
will revive in the revival of Camilla. To fee
her once more gay will be renovation to my
uncle ; and who knows, my dear. fifter, but

our
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- our whole family, ere long, may again be
.bleft with peace’?” ’ R

* * » *

The next morning they fent a note to the
money-lender, whafe diretion Camilla had
received from Mrs. Mittin, entreating his
patience for a fortnight, or three weeks,
when he would receive the greateft part of
his money without fail,

Camilla, much relieved, went to fit with
Mirs. Berlinton, but on entering the dreffing
room, was ftruck by the fight of Bellamy,
juft quitting it.

. Mrs. Berlinton, upon her appearance,
with a look of {oft rapture approaching ber,
faid : ¢ Felicitate me, lovelieft Camilla !—
my friend, my chofen friendy is reftored to
me, and the fociety for which fo long I have
fighed in vain, may be once more mine !’

Camilla fiartled, exclaimed with earneft-
nefs, ¢ My deareft Mrs. Berlinton, pardon
me, I entreat—Dbut is Mr. Bellamy your
chofen friend ?—and is he known to Mr.
Berlinton ?’ .

“ Mr. Berlinton,an{wered fhe, di{dainfully,
1s a ftranger to merit or tafte ; and Alphonfo,
to him, 1s but as any other man.”

She then added that, after her marriage,
fhe remained. three months in Wales. with

E 4 her
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her aunt, where Bellamy was travelling to
view the country, and where, almoft imme-
diately after that unhappy enthralment, the
firft knew him, and firft learnt the foothing
charms of friendfhip ; ; but from that period
they had met no more, though they had
conftantly corre(ponded.

Camilla was now firft fenfible to all the
alarm with which Edgar had hitherto en-
deavoured to imprefs her invain. The im-
propriety of fuch a connexion, the danger of
fuch a partiality, filled her with wonder and
difturbance. She hefitated whether to re-
late or not"the adventure of Bellamy with
her fifter; but the ftrong repugnance of Eu-~
genia to havmg it named and the impofibi--
lity of proving the trath of the general
-opinion of his bafe fcheme, decided her
to filence. Upon the plans and the fenti-
ments, however, of Mrs. Berlinton herfelf,
- fhe fpared not the extremeft fincerity ; but
-fhe gained no ground by the conteft, though
_fhe loft not any kindnefs by the attempt.

At dinner, fhe felt extremely difturbed
by the re-appearance of Bellamy. He feem-
ed himfelf much ftruck at the fight of Eu-
genia, who blufhied and looked embaraflfed
by his prefence. He did not, however, ad-
drefs her ; he confined his attentions to Mrs,
Berlinton, or Mifs Margland. T

i . ]
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The former received them with diftin-
ithing foftnefs ; the latter, at firft, refent-
%?lly repelled them, from the general belief
at Cleves of his attempted elopement with
Eugenia ; but afterwards, finding fhe was
left wholly to a perfon who had no refources
for entertaining her, namely, herfelf,—and
knowing Eugenia fafe while immediately
under her eye, fhe deigned to treat him with
more eonfideration. :
The opera was propofed for the evening,
. Mirs. Berlinton, having tickets and her box
at the fervice of her fair friends, as the lady
with whom fhe had fubfcribed was out of
town. Indiana was enchanted, Mifs Marg-
land was elevated, and Eugenia not unwil-
ling to feek fome recreation, though hope-
lefs of finding it. But Camilla, notwith~
ftanding fhe was lightened, at this moment,
from one of her moft corrofive eares, was
too entirely miferable for any fpecies of
amufement. The fame firong feelings that
gave to pleafure, when fhe was happy, fo
high a zeft, rendered it nearly abhorrent' to
her, when grief had pofleflion of her mind.
After dinner, when the ladies retired to
drefs, Camilla, with fome ureafinefs, con-
jured Eugenia to avoid renewing any ac<
quaintance with Bellamy. -
Eugenia blufhing, while a tear ftarted into
either eye, faid the was but too well guarded
- F 5 ] from
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from Bellamy, through a .late tranfattion,
which had exalted her to a fummit of hap-
pinefs, from which fhe could never now de-
{cend to any new plan of life, beyond the
fingle ftate and retirement. . '

.

» » » .

At night, the whole party went to the
opera, except Camilla, who, in {pending the
evening along, meant to ruminate upon her
affairs, and arrange ‘her future conduét :
but Edgar, his virtues, and his lofs, took
imperious pofleffion of all her thoughts;
and, while fhe dwelt upon his honour, his
fincerity, and his goodnefs, and traced, with
cherifhed recolletion, every fcene in which
fhe had been engaged with him, they re-
curred to her as vifions of all earthly felicity.

Awakened from thefe reveries, by the .
found of the carriage, and the rapping at the
ftreet door, (he was haftening down ftairs to
meet her filter, when fhe heard Melmond
call out from the coach: * Is Mifs Eugenia
Tyrold come home ?” - '
. “No;” the man anfwered; and Mel-
mond exclaimed; “ Good Heaven!—§
muft run then back to the theatre, Do not
be alarmed, my Indiana, and do not "alarm
iVIiff Camilla, for 1 will not return without

et. 1] -
' They
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. They all entered but himfelf; widle Ca-
milla, fixed to the ftair upon which fhe had;
heard thefe words, rematned {ome minutes
motionlefs. Then, tottering down. to the
parlour, with a voice hollow from affright,
and 3 face pale as death, {he tremulouily ar-
ticulated, “where is my fifter 2”

. They looked all aghalt, and not one of
them, for fome time, was capable to give -
any account that was intelligible. She then -
gathered that, in coming out of the opera
houfe, they had miffed her. None of theme
knew how, which way, in what manner.

“ And where’s Mr. Bellamy ’ cried fhe,

m an agony of apprehenfion; “was he at
the opera ?”’
- Mifs Margland looked difmayed,. and
Mrs. Berlinton, amazed, at this interroga-
tory ;. but they both fald he had only been
in the box- at the beginning of the opera,
and afterwards to help them out of the
crowd.

“ And who did he help ? who? who [
exclaimed Camilla. -

AL Me,—-ﬁr[’c——-— > anfwered Mifs Marg- -
land,—« and, when we got into a great
crowd, he took care of Mifs Eugenia too.’
She then added, that in this crowd, both [he
and Eugenia had becn feparated from Mrs..
Berlinton and Indiana, who by Melmond
and another gentleman had been handed

F6 ftraight
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ftraight to the carriage, without difficulty 3
that foon after, fhe had loft the arm of Bel<
lamy, who, by fome miftake, had turned a
wrong way ; but fhe got to the ceach by
‘herfelf; where they had waited full half an
hour, Melmond running te and fro, and
fearching in every direction, but in vain, to
find Eugenia. Nor had Bellamy again ap-
peired. They then came home, hoping he
had put her into a chair, and that (he might
be arrived before them. -

¢ Dreadful! dreadful "’ cried Camilia,
finking on the floor, * fhe is forced away !
fhe 1s loft !” _

When again her ftrength returned, fhe
defired that fome one might go immediately
to the houfe or lodgings of Bellamy, to en-
quire if he were come home.

This was done by a footman, who brought
_word he had not been feen there fince fix
o’clock in the evening. when he drefled, and
went-out. :

Camilla now, confirmed in her horrible
furmife, was nearly frantic. She bewailedt
her fifter, her father, her uncle ; fhe wanted
herfelf to rufh forth, to fearch’ Eugenia in’
the freets; fhe could fearcely be detained
within, fcarcely kept off from entire delirium.
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cH'Ar IX.

: /I Narrait'ye.
I T Wwas four o clock in the mornmg when

‘Melmond returned. Camilla ruthed -to
the’ @treet-door to meet him. His filence

~and his mournful air announced his ill fuc-

cefs. * She wrung her hands in anguifh, and
befought him to fend inftantly an exprefs to
Ethermgton, with the fatal tidings.

He went himfelf to the ‘neareft - ftables,
defiring fhe would prepare a letter while he
got a man and horfe for the journey.

In ferawling and indiftin& ch..ra&ers the
tben wrote.:

« O my Father—our Eugema ‘has dxfhp-
peared ! {hewas loft laft night.at the opera—
Mr. Bellamy was condué@ing her to Mrs.
Berlinton’s coach—but we have feen neither
of them fince }—what—what muft we do #**
- Melmond wrote the addrefs, which her
hand could not make legible; and Mifs
Margland prepared for the poft a laboured
vindicdtion to Sir Hugh of her own conda&
upon this occafion.

Iindiana was long gone to bcd * She wasg
mlly very -forry ;' but fhe:was really mugh

. tire



1t1Q CAMILLA.
tired ; and fhe could do, as fhe faid, no
good.

But Mrs. Berhinton felt an alarm for L‘u-
genia, and an aftonifhment concerning Bel-
lamy, that would fully have wakened her
faculties, had {he been wholly unmoved by
the -mifery of Camilla. = Far- other. wasy
however, her natyre,. gentle, compafiionate,
and fympathifing; -apd her- own- jpternal
difturbance, though great even beyond her
own conception why, funk at fight of the
excefs of wrctchedmfs thCh dtfmdered her
poor friend. ,

There could be but oue ppﬂihle opxmon
of this difaférous adventure, which was, thit
Bellamy had fpirited this. young creature
away, to fecure her fartuae, hy her hand.
Melmond again went forth, to make qaquu'y
at all the ftables in London, for any carriage

that might.have been hired for a Jate: hour.

And at fix p’clock, int gréat perturbatibo, he
came back, faying, he had juft traged that
fhe was put into a chaife and four from 4
hackney caach ; that the chaife was hired in,
Piccadilly, and engaged for a wegk. He was
now determined to ride poft himfelf.in.the
purfuit, that if gnyaccidental delay retarded
them, he might recaver her before fhe ar-
rived at Gretna Green, whither. he - qou@
ot doubt fhe was to be conveyed.; but as
ﬂxe could not ke marsied by forces hus

cnce



CAMILLA; I3y

fence might yet be in time to prevent perfen
cution, or foul play.

. Camilla nearly embraced him with tran(-
port at this ray of hope, and, leaving hig
tendere{t condolements for Indiana, whom,
he implored his fifter-to wa;ch fedulogﬂy,
he galloped northwards.

His heart was moft fincerely in the bu-
ﬁnc:fs ; what he owed to the noble condu& '
which the high fentiments and pure regard
of Fugenia had di¢tated, had e¢xcited 3
tender veneration, which madc him hold hig
life as toe fmqll an offering to be refufed for
her fervice, if its facrifice could cﬂ'entxallx
fhew his..gratitude. And often his fecreg
mind bad breathed a wifh, that her lave of
literature had been mfhlled into her coufin ;
though he ftudiowfly checked, as profane,
all that was not admiration of that maft ex-
quifite workmanihip of nature.

The exprefs from E;hermgton brought
‘back only a few lines written by Lavinia,
with an account that Mr, Tyrold, in decp
mifery, was fetting out poft for Scotland.
A week paft thus in {ufpence, nearly in-
tplerable to Camilla, before Melmond re-
turned. '

Always upon the watch, fhe heard his
voice, and flew to meet him in the dreﬂing
room. He was at the feet of Indlana, to
whom he was pouring forth his ardent la-

mentations
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mentations at this long deprivation of her
fight.

But joy had evidently no part in his ten-
dernefs ; Camilla faw at once depreffion and
evil tidings, and, finking upon a chair, could
fcarcely pronounce, ¢ Have you not then
found her?” . , .

« I have left her but this minute,” he
anfwered, in a tone the moft melancholy.

* ¢« Ah! you have then feen her! you have

feen my deareft Eugenia ?—O, Mr. Mel-
mond, why have you left her at all ?

* It was-long before he could anfwer; he

befought her to compofe herfelf; he ex-

Jpreffed the extremeft folicitude for the un-

eafinefs of Indiana, whofe eternal interrup-

tions of “Dear! where is fhe ?—Dear!

why did not the come back ?~Dear! who

took her away ?*’ he attributed to the agi-

tation of the fondeft friendfhip, and con-

jured, while tears of terror ftarted into his
eyes, that fhe would moderate the excefs of
her fenfibility. - It feems the peculiar pro-

vince of the lover to transfufe all that he -
himfelf moft prizes,and thinks praife-worthy,
into the breaft of his chofen obje& ; “nor is
he more blind to the defects with which fhe
may abound, than prodigal in gifts of vir-.
tues which exf& but in his own admira-

tion. - "‘ And
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“ And my Fathet! my poor Father!”
cried-Camilla, * you' have feen nothing of
my Father ?”’

“ Pardon me ; [ have juft left him alfo.”

“ And not with Eugenia.”

“ Yes; they are together.”

Rapture now defied all apprehenfion with
Camilla ; the idea of Eugenia reftored to
her-Father, was an idea of entire happinefs;
but her joy affected Melmond yet more
than her alarm : he could not let her faflen
upon any falfe expeCtations ; he bid his fifter
aid him to {upport Indiana, and then, with
all the gentlenefs of the fincereft concern,
confeffed that Eugenia was married before
fhe was overtaken. ,

This was a blow for which Canilla was
ftill unprepared. She concluded it a forced
marriage ; horror froze her veins, her blood
no longer flowed, her heart ceafed to beat,
fhe fell lifelefs on the ground.

Her recovery was more {peedy than it was
happy, and fhe was affifted to her chamber,
no longer afking any queftions, no longer
defiring further information. All hope was
over: and the particulars feemed imma-
terial, fince the cataftrophe was as irreverfible
as it was afilicting. .

Mrs. Berlinton ftill attended her, grieved
for her ‘fuffering, yet believing that Eugenia
muft be the happieft of women ; though an
. indignation
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indignation the moft forcible mingled: with
her {urprife at the condué of Bellamy.
" 'This dread fort of cha{m in the acutenefs
of the feelings of Camilla lafted not long;
and Mrs. Berlinton then brought from Mel-
mond the following account. -
‘With the utmoft fpeed he could ufe,
he could not, though a fingle horfeman,
overtake them. TFhey never, as he learnt
by the way, remitted their journey, nor
ftopt for the f{malleft refrefhment but at
fome cottage. At length, in the laft ftage
_to Gretna Green, he met them upon their
return. It was cafy to him to fee that his
crrand was vain; and the knot indiffolubly
tied, by the blinds being down, and the eafy.
air with which Bellamy was lookieg around
him. :
. Eugenia fat back: in the chaife with a
bandkerchjef to her eyes. He ftopt the
- vehicle, and told Bellamy he muft fpeak
with that lady.. ¢« Fhat lady, Sir,” he
proudly anfwered, “i1s my wife; {peak to
her, therefore; — but in my hearing.” ‘Eua
genia at this dropt ber bandkerchief, and
looked up. Her eyes were funk into her
bead by weeping, and her face was a living
picture of grief. Melmond loudly exclaim-
ed: “Icome by the authority of her friends,
and I demand her own account of this trani~
action.” - ¢ We ~are now going to our
. T friends,’™
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friends,” replied he, « ourfelves, and we
thall fend no meflages.”” He then ordered
the poftillion to drive on, tellmg him at his
peril to ftop no more ; Eugenia, in 3 tone
but juft audible, faymg ¢ Adieu, Mr.
Melmond ! Adieu !”

To have rifked his life in her refcue, at
fuch a moment, feemed to him nothing,
could he but mere certainly have afcertained
her own wifhes, and real fituation : but as
the attempted neither refiflance nor remon-
firance, he concluded Bellamy fpoke truth ;
and if they were married, he could not. un-
marry them; and if they were going to her
friends, they were doing all he could now
exa&. He refolved, however, to follow, and
i they fhould turn any other road, to calh
for affiftance. till he could ‘inveftigate the
truth.

"They fopt occafionally for reﬁeﬂuneuta
at the ufual inns, and travelled no more in
the dark ; but Bellamy never loft fight of
her; and Melmond, in watching, obferved
that fhe returned to the chaife with as little
oppofition as fhe quitted it, though weeping
always, and never, for a voluntary moment,
uncovering her face.

On the fecond days journey. Jllﬁ: as Bel-
lamy had handed her from the chatfe, at the
inn where they 'meant to dine, and which
Melmond, as. ufual, entered at the fame

time,
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time, he faw Mr Tyrold —hurrying, but {o
fhaking he could {carcely fupport himfelf,
from a parlour, whence he had feen' them
alight, into the paflage. The eyes, ever
downcaft, of Eugenia, perceived him not, till
fhe was clafped, in"mute agony, in his arms.
She then looked up, faw who it was, and
fainted away. Bellamy, though he did not
know him, fuppofed who he might be, and
his reverend appearance feemed to imprefs
him with awe. - Neverthelefs, hé was himfelf

. . feizing the now fenfelefs Eugenia, to convey

her to fome room; when Mr. Tyrold, re-
viving from indignation, fixed his eyes upon
his face, and faid: ¢ By what authority,
Sir, do you prefume to take charge of my
daughter ?"’— By the authority,” he an-
fwered, “of a hufband.” Mr. Tyrold faid
no more ; he caught by the arm of Mel-
mond, théugh he had not feen who he was,
and Bellamy carried Eugenia into the firft
vacant parlour, followed only by the woman
‘of the houfe. Melmond then, refpe&fully,
and filled with the deepelt commiferation,
fought to make himfelf known to Mr. Ty-
rold; but he did not hear him, he heeded no
one ; hefat down upon a trunk, accidentally
in the paflage where all.this had paffed, fay-
ing, but almofl without feeming confcious
that he fpoke aloud: ¢ This, indeed, is a
blow to break .our hearts ! Melmond then

' ftood
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Rood filently by, for he faw, by his folded
hands and uplifted eyes, he was ejaculating
fome prayer: after which, with a counte-
nance more firm, and hmbs better avle to
fuftain hun, he rofe, and moved towards the
parlour into which the fajnting Eugenia had
been carried.

Melmond then again {poke to him by
‘his name. He recolleted the voice, turned
to him, and gave him his hand, which was
of an icy coldnefs. “ You are very kind,
Mr. Melmond,” he faid ; “my poor girl”—
‘but ftopt, checking what he meant to add,
and went to the parlour-door. .

Jt was loecked. The woman of the houfe
had left it, and faid, the lady was recovered
from her fit. Mr. Tyrold from a thoufand
feelings, feemed unable to demand admiffion
for himfelf : he.defired Melmond to {peak,
-and claim an audience alone for him with
-his daughter.

Bellamy opened the door with a look
-evidently humbled and frightened, yet af-
fe&ing perfect eafe. When Melmond made
known his commiffion, Eugenia, ftarting
up, exclaimed : “ Yes, yes! [ will fee my
dear Father alone {—and O! that this poor
frame might fink to reft on his lovcd
bofom !”

“In a moment! in a moment !” cned
Bellamy, motioning Melmond to withdraw ;

« tell
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¢ tell Mr. Tyrold he fhall come in a mo-
ment.”

Melmond was forced to retreat ; but heard
him haftily fay, as again he faﬁened the
door, “ My lite, O Eugenia! is in your
hands—and is itsthus you requite my ar-
dent love and conftancy ¢”

Mr. Tyrold now would wait but a few
minutes: it was palpable Bellamy feared the
interview; and he could fear it but from
one motive: he fent him, therefore, word
by Melmond; that if he did not immediately
retire, and leaVe him to a conference alone
with his daughter, he would apply no more
for a meeting till he claimed it in a court of
juftice. -

Bellamy foon came out, bowed obfequi-
wufly to Mr. Tyrold, who paffed him with-
out notice, and who was then for half an
hour fhut up with Eugenia. Longer Bel-
. lamy could not endure ; he broke in upon

them, and left the reom no more. :

Soon after, Mr. Tyrold came out, his
‘own eyes now as red as thofe of the weep-
ing bride. He took Melmhond apart, thanked
him for his kindnefs, but faid nothing could
:be done. ‘He entreated him therefore to
return to his own "happier affairs; adding,
 J cannot talk upon this miferable event.
“Tell Camilla, her fifter is, for the prefent,
gomg home with me—though not, alas !

3 . alone !
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alone! Tell her, too, I. will wnte to her
wpon my arrival at Etherington.”

« This,” concluded Mrs. Berlinton, “is
all my brother has to relate; all that for
himfelf he adds, is, that if ever, to fomething
human, the mind of an angel was accorded—
that mind feems enfhrined in the frame of
Eugenia !”

Nothing that Camilla had yet experi-
enced of unhappinefs, bad penetrated her
with feelings of fuch deadly woe as this
event. Eugenia, from her childhood, had
feemed marked by calamity: her ill health,
even from infancy, and her fubféquént mis-
fortunes, had excited in her wholé houfe the
tendereft pity, to which the uncommon .
«character with which {he grew up, had added
refpe@ and admiration. And the ftrange,
and almoft continual trials fhe had had to
encounter, from the period of her attaining
her fifteenth year, which, far from fouring
her mind, liad feemed to render it more
perfe&, had now nearly fanctified her in
the eftimation of them all. To fee her,
therefore, fall, at laft, a facrifice to deceit
or violence,—for one, if not both, had pal-
pably put her into the pofleflion of Bel-
lamy, was a grief more piercingly wounding
than all fhe had yet fuffered. Whatever
the had perfonally to bear, fhe conftantly
imagined fome imprudence or 1mpropr§.t();

a
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had provoked ; but Eugenia, while fhe ap-
peared to her fo blamelefs that the could
merit no evil, was {o amiable, that willingly
‘The would have borne for her their united
portions.

How it had been effected, fince force
would be illegal, ftill kept amazement joined
to forrow, till the promifed letter arrived
from Mr. Tyrold, with an account of the
tranfaction.

" Eugenia, parted from Mifs Margland by
Bellamy, in the crowd, was obliged to ac-
‘cept his protection, whlch till then, the had
refufed, to reftore her to her company,
“The coach, he faid, he knew, had orders to
wait in Pall Mall, whither the other ladies
would be conveyed in chairs, to avoid dan-
ger from the furrounding carriages. She
defired to go alfo in a chair: but he hur-
ried her by quick furprize into a hackney-
coach, which, he faid, would be more {peedy,

and” bxddmg the man drive to Pall Mall,
feated himfelf oppofite to her. She had not
the moft remote fufpicion of his defign, as
his behaviour was even coldly diftant, though
fhe wondered Pall Mall was fo far off, and
that the coachman drove fo faft, till they
ftopt at a turnpike and then, in one
quick and decided moment, fhe compre-
hended her fituation, and made an attempt
for her own dchverance——but he prevented
: her -
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+ier ftom being heard. —< Ad the fcenes that
follow: (ke declined. relating,' *iYet, what the
would not recount, the-could not, to'the
‘quettions. of her father,! deny, that force,
from that mbment, was ufed, to repet-all her
-effortsjfor, ob!himng hel and to rerl&bVe har
antorn chafe; '. 1 !

M. Tyrold requxted tvo 'hear nothlﬁg
more, to eftabhifk a profecution, and to {eize
her, publickly, -from BeNasmy. But from
this fhe recodled. “No, my. dear- father,”
the continued, the 'die. i 'caft | dnd T am
'his !=Soleinn :has been my vowl facred T
muﬁ: hold 1t4” /¢ .

- She: then briefly narrated,” thét’ though
vxolcnce was ufed te filence her atevery place,
where fhe fought to be refcued, every in-
terval was! employed, by -Beflamy, in‘‘the
‘humbleft fupplications. for. ‘bt parden, and
:in declarmg, that to live lorger: withiouit hér
was rmpdiﬁble When they ‘wete near their
journey’s end,. he owned that’ his life was in

her hands, but he was-indifferent whether he -

loft it from the mifery of living wittout het,
or.from ;her. vengeance .of tlgs -laft &ruggl‘e
of his defpair. ' She.offered-him pardon updn
-condition of tmmediate : reftoration’-to her
friends:; but, fuddenly producing a- piftel,
¢ Now then,” he faid,.“ O! cruel objedt
of my-conftant love . blefs me with -yogir

hand; .ot prepare..ta- vfee wmie dié at your
NOL. V. . feet !”

Y pe— |
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feet 1. And; “with 4- terrifying osth, he
.bound himfelf not to'lefe her and' ontlive
- her lofs. She.befought him to be more
reafonable, witl, the ‘gentle@t ‘prayers; but
+his -wehemence only encreafed. Shie cthen
Propounsedythough id trembling, 3 pofifive
refufal. Inftantly he hftcd up ‘his spdiol,
and calling out; .f‘ FHorgwve, then, O hard-
“hearted Eugenia, my nncontroylable paffion,
and: (hed a tear over the corpfc I'am goingy
‘to proftrats at-yqur feet |2 was;pomtmg 1t
40 histempR, wheny bﬁercome wath:berror,
fhe canghé hivarm, exclaiming;- “Ah’!
ftop? I confent to what you :jileafe ¥ 3t
was ih vaifr (e firove afterwards to retradt ;
.one feeng followied another, till he had baond
her by 3ll {he herfelf «he}d facred, to refcwe
Jm nfroay:; fujtide; by confenting/to -tive
" union, bi:He:féund amperion! wha performed
.tHe matrisge:ceremony on:the minute of her
-quitting the chaife. = Sheé uttered mot one
word:; _{le Was- paffivey fcared, and-hardly
-alive’; But refifted . not -the -eventful nng,
with whith he, enocircled her. finger, ‘and
feemod roufing' a§ fremadm, upomﬁeam-
Jeg him call hepiths wifo.:.

.. Whea Mr. ‘Tyrold had: hcarﬂ her htﬁm’y,
wbbop'gna: of ‘fuch barbarous fnrce,abdfde-
2eftasion of fuchfoul play upon the wgénu-

~gus crédulity, of ‘héd nhtare, taade:bim 1nfift,
1y~et more: ﬁrengly;, tuponstading Iepal med- -
s .7 .acfares
* L
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{ures for procuring an immediate feparation,
- and fubfequent punifhment ; but the reite-
rated vows with which, fince the ceremony,
he had bound her to himfelf, fo forcibly
awed the ftri¢t confcientioufnefs of her prin-
ciples, that no reprefentations could abfolve
her opinion of what fhe now held her duty;
and while fhe confeffed her unhappinefs 4t a
connettion formed by fuch cruel means, fhe
conjured. him not to encreafe it, by renders
ing her, in her own eftimation, perjured.
“-Patiently, therefore,” continued Mr.
Tyrold, * we muft bear, what vainly we
fhould combat, and bow down to thofe
calamities of which the purpofe is' hidden.
I refign- myfelf with reverence to this blow s
though none yet has ftruck fo hardly at my
heart. We muft now do what we can for
this viGtim to her own purity, by feeking
means ta {ecure her future independence,
and by bettering—if poffible ! —her. bet rayer.
What a daughter, what a fifter, what a friend,
bas her family thus loft! How will your
poor mother receive . fuch killing -tidings !
Misfortune,. ficknefs, and poverty, {he has
heroifm toendure ; but innocente opprefled
through its own artleflnefs, atid iniexperiente
duped by villany, will fhake her utmoft
firmnefs, and harrafs into diforder her, as
yet, unbroken powers of encountering ad-
verfity. -Alas!-—no evils that vifited: the
T G2 - early
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early ‘years of this loved child, have proved -

to her fo grievous as the large fortune with
which they were followed! We repined, my

Camila,.at the deprivation you fuftained at- -

that period.—We owe to it, perhaps, that
you have not as treacheroufly been be-
trayed!

- ¢ How has the opening :promife of our
Eugenia more than anfwered our fondeft ex-
pe&ations! Her knowledge-is ftill lefs un-
common than her fimplicity, her philofophy
for hérfelf than her zeal in the fervice of
others;  She is fingular with {weetnefs, pe-
culiar, yet ductile; generous without parade,
and -wife without confcioufnéfs. Yet now,
{o facrificed feems all,—that I dwell upon
her excellencies as if enumerating them over
her tomb!” . .

A letter from Lavinia contained fome
further particulars. * Theéir Father, fhe faid,
finding the poor victim refolute; meant to
fpare Sir Hugh all that was spofiible of the
deteftable craft of Bellamy; and Eugenia
was already ftruggling to recover her natural
ferenity,. that fhe might appear before him
without endangering his own. Bellamy
talked of nothing but love and rapture;
yet: the unfufpiciaus Eugenia was -the -only
petfon he deceived,; for fo little from the
hegrt_feemed cnthcr his :looks or his ex-
;;reﬂ‘tons, that it was palpable he was acting

» - part,

-
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a part, to all who believed it poflible words
and thoughts could be dlv:ded

A poﬁfcnpt to this letter was added by
Eugenia herlelf.

« Ab, my le]’gg'f*wherc ndw are all
our fweet promifed participations *—But
let me not talk of: myyfelti; dar: do'ybul, my
affeGuionate fifter, ‘dwell rupen ‘me:.at this
period. Ong thing. Lundertook:Thall : yel
be pex‘fm‘med ; ithe . momeént I am able to
go to Cleves, T millidehver, ‘through- Las
vinia, what 1 mentioned.li- Does:any :thing
elfe remai that is:yetinimypowen? Fell -
me, ‘my:Camilla, 'and think bt with what
joy you wxll glve Joy agam toyeur : ..o

1 tan € Eummm.'
SRR P R

Brokee hearted over thefe 1etters, ﬂmnlla
fpent her time in'their perpetuatiperufal; in
wiping. from themy..her. tears, ‘and prefling
with fond amguifls to her lips-the fignature
of  her ‘hapleis. fifter, felfubeguiled by her
own credulous goediefs, and felf~devotadn by
her confcxentlous fcmplcs. . e T
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" CHAP. X.

. The Brigrefs of Diffpation.

M* Clykes, by the promifed payment and
reward, being for the prefent appeafed,
Camilla’ (il admitted fome hope omiting
a more. favourable moment for her cruel
confeflion,: She lived, meanwhile, wholly
fhut uvp fronf all company, toofigned to
penitence far her:indiferetions, to grief for
she fate of 'her fifter, and to wafting regret
of her loft felieity..; :
fodiana {miled not more fweetly upon
Melrhond for Mifs Margland’s advifing her
to'corifider, i dimie, whether the pfomiifes
made by 'Mifs Eogenia Tyrold would be
binding to Mrs. Beltamy. She faw, néver-~
thelefs, no good| fhe faid, it could do her
coufin, thit fhe thould negleét fuch an op-
portunity. of . feeing London: and Miis
_ Margland, in aid of this defire, fpared. {0
much trouble to Mus. Berlinton, who foon
wearied of Indiana, that fhe had the fatis-
fation of being invited to remain in Grof-
venor-fquare till the two young ladies re-
turned into the country. - -
Mis. Berlinton, who indulged, in full ex-
tent, every feeling, but inveftigated m;lm:i
: I a

.. (Y]
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had Been piqued .and huntl to.éxtreme wnd
happinefs at the late condudt:of ‘Betlamyy
Attradked by bis fine perfon, afid cabght by
the firlt flattery which had .talked tocher ot
her own, fhe had _eafily-baen captivated by
his defcription of the {ympathy which unjted,.
and peaetrated by his lamentations at the
deftiny which partedtbem. . His.requeft for
her friendthip had: becnjﬁhm firft circum-
ftance, after'her marriage,.) whieh had given
ber apy .ingereft in life;; and foon,. with the
common effed of {fuch dangerpus expedients
to wile away' chajgrin, ;had occupieds all her
thaughts, and pade the et of the uniuerfo
feem to her as a blank. Yet, from theiricane
tinued feparation,>ithedag foop . grew2oo
long for mere regret ;- and her pliant;ind} -
in this ftate.of vacancy,:had been bent.to
the pewi purkit prefled upen her by Mrs
Norfield.;.- 'which,;-hawever, :: updny ‘the; ey
appearance, of Bcllamy, wpuld fpeedily-havg
given way.to.the refamption of: his influenge,
_ had not his elopement with Eugenia left her
again all at large.: It deftroyed an allufion
ftrong though not definable ; demolithed 3
friendthip ill conceived, ‘and> worfe unders
ftoad ; and bronght wath it 'a dlfappomn-
ment. . which. contufed.iall. her.ideas...To
be ina&ivé was; knwbven; lmpofﬁblp, fm»
pligity, once .given up, returns to the dif-
- fipated no more; or returns but when ex-
perience brings convi¢tion.. That-all is hol-
G 4 low

.
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lows wherethe) heart besrs. no patt; alb s
peni:wittre principle is not the guide. o :
v/ The Haro,Eableiwas now re.opened,. and
again-but itod powetfully fharpened the fa-
culties . which mortification had blunted. "A
company the mbft ;mifcellaneous. compofed
ber cxening. .affemhlies, whi¢h were. foony
sevérthelefs;. amangft the, moft fafhionable,
as well as crowded of the metkopolis. What-
ever there, is:new -and: {plenditd;is fureof a
run for. at: Jeaft a feafon.” Enquirigs-into
" what'is_right, or ftriCtures upon .what s
wrédg, tarely moleft popularity; till. thie rife

of fome éredler "tumifiary ngts ﬁﬂnon an-

etherabbde:.- .

«-Calamity. J'qurcs nqt .more fontu:udc
thanuplealbre::. . Wihat ' the began  but td

divert +difappéintment:.. and * laffitude, fhe

coitinmued to attain colébrity ;..and the com-

panpehichFaro -and . Fathion-brouglit to-

Hey, The {fdon grewiambitious. to colledk.

y.imotaves.. df . moeyappropriate flattery.
All Hef aim; ndw,.wasto be univerfally al-
bucing; and: (he-lacked from.sbject to ob-
#&;dn” fmiling difcaure;: till- one by one}
every:.obje&. cbuld look only at her:.and
the grqce and Hoftnels which hid . ‘been €
cictly. hetitchdng while. (hedad the dignity
4o ikeep idonnatiqn. aleat) were, Loldly -de-
Clarest to e invincible;s fince -(he permitted

: fnchprbfcﬂiahs toreach herear. -
JEVWRIPRH DS BITS SRR u»:b...,c',nl.;omg

v.ol v
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Long furrounded..by gazing,'sdeitets,
{he became now encircled by avowed aderery;
and what for viGory (he .hadeflayed, -fhe
purfued ardently for pleafure: Coquetry is
as fafcinating to thofe who prattife it, as te
thofe whom 1t feduces;- ancr {he faund hep-
felf, fhortly, more happy by.a conqueft ¢f-
fe@ed by wiles and by art, than by any dc-
votion paid firaight forward, and ungourted,
The generality of her new ambition pro-
tected it from permanent ill cenfequences ; -
aiming at every one, the cared for no one;
mortifipd by Bellamy, . fhe, re(glved to mor-
tify others, and in proporteqn ag her {miles
grew fofter her heart becamg Rgrder,, i . ..
Indiana, at. this périod, emerged at,once
from the moft private retreat, jnto the gaysft
vortex of pleglure, thought herfelf .1vithe
upper -regions, where: happinefs, compoted
by her own ideas, confifted of perpetual ad-
miration to unfadma beapty ; 1but thoug)l
the high qualities with which ‘the devotio
of Melmond had giffed her, had enﬂaygg
hls repfon: and ,underftanding qun;’ {ulpe&y
ing' thaf fo fzur 3;farm coyld-enclofe apght
Ihort of its pwn - parfrction,, hxs heart w.
ftruck, and, all - his feelings:wegg, offsnde
when lie \[gw her capahleaf.difipatian-upog
a feafon ¢f. calamity tp Eugenia;, Engenig
whom, thoygly hecqjild l}otlovx- heyyener
5ajed 5, Fpgenias o fﬁ i he,_thanghs

S diviae,
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-divine, though ‘her ‘perfon, unhappily, was
‘but toe humati; Eugenia, to whom he owed
‘the anion upon which hung all “his wifhes
: «i'to feek pleafure while Eugenia fuffered,
~was aftonthing, was incomprehenfible. He
felt 45 if :every principle of his love wete
violated ; he looked another way, to difguife
his ‘theck ;«~but when he looked at her
agdin, it was forgotten. : '

PRI P T A
- ¢ Camilla“foon after leatnt; from Lavinia,
that Sir Hugh had been deeply dff=éted by

- the hiftory of the elopentent, though it had
- %een foftened to him by all pofiible means,

at the defir¢ of the heroic Eugenid herfelf.

‘Bellamy continued the’ moft unremitting

demonftrations of affeCtion, byt abfolutely

Tefufed a refidence offered for them' both at

LCleves, and made Eugenia hérfelf afk’ a feb

jparate-provifion-'of her ‘uncle: ' Sir Hugh

had fofrowfully yielded ; and notwithﬁan,d;'-
"ing bis_prefent embarraffinents from-Ckr-
- mont, “infifted upon’ fettling 4 thoufang
pounds 2 year 'upon her -immiediately; mn
confequence of which, Bellamy had taken
-a houfe at Belfont, to which they ‘were-at-
ready removing.. - Eugenia feemed to fub-
mit to her deftmy, and -repined folely fhe
bould not, yet; keep her engagement-with

RSP I refpe&
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re(pe® to the trinkets, which-though- the
had openly told Bellamy werepromifed to
a fiiend, he had packed’ up,’and faidy’ “-he
could not re-dehver tilt ihey wefe- an‘inged
in " their~new -dwelling.”! But flie chatged
Lavinia to exprefs_her ‘hopes that the de~ :
tention would hot I’aﬁt long ' .

e NE
BN VR FERNRNT IV
. o )

’thn the ngen threé wecks cxpired In-
-diana, infatuated With Lordon, begged-and
‘obtained leave to {treteh her rcﬁdcnce thete
to 2 month. f, had

"Eugenia was now’ fctﬂe&ﬂt 'Eclfonr byt
gill Carmills reccived ho'ireligemes o the
-promifed boon, and” {pent Her hngermg.
hours i her chariibek, no longer eﬁh ifivited
‘thence, ¢'xcept at mcah by Mrs. Bc'rhm'on’
‘whofe' etireme “and ! eheveafing Pation,
“from Hirft-allowing-no ttmc,’topli ff; hext,
-all défire for focial Tife. Surpfifed and 'hiirt,
-Camilla was éalfcd b4 Hittld flom herEH,
“through conceran.” She Bacerely lovéd M.
Berlinton; whom _it was ‘aficutt to fee and
keow- with iindifference,  aqd fhe foftly-ré.
prefented to her how ill fhe ¥t sk edfeih
the famn dﬁf’ the> e«penc,peed M’Bet‘f)@s
tiality. -

Mts. BerI'mton tenderly “erbraced her,
proteﬁmg fhe was dear to her as ever ; Tnd

.66 fcchng,
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fegling, mhilg, he: fpoke, her. firfk;affection
Jetyni ;- byt not a; mpment had, fheto, ba-
fbow from her. new modcof life|:., fome party
avag, always.formed which 'he had not force
. o( mtnd.to bre,ak an internal reftlefsnefs,
from ‘the want of fome right purfuit, joined
to a dlfappomtmgpt fhe¢ could not own,
made that party‘induce another ; and though
none gave ber real pleafure, wh:eh her ftrong,
however undifciplined and unguided feel -
sg,hut,out, from.fuch a fpecies of ‘vague
liﬁg ,-all gave emplpyment to .expeation,
_?nd . were, prefesableito a regret at opce-con-
ummg and mortifying.
ﬂe#ﬁfa hawerer, 384 ler meonal
M{; coyaged Camilla tg, repeat her

.&d:,non;nqns, a9y .} engage -affiltance from
iMelgiond s who, at any other peried, would

unca.uﬁd,. have: given his whole 3ttention to
¥y ﬁﬁer dear, at, agcg ,to his honopr. apd his
beart ;. But Indiana; more»thm occupieds fhe
ol bR« , She aqW cxpected an adps-
ngnm {panremutipgs that; 1§ {he fugprifed
bis eyes, furned agy. other[way even _a mq-
gnent, fhe seproaghed him with, abated dove,
apd it l;vgag the bafingfs, of 3.day to 9b,t,am:a
AFRIEHRY 1 it 0 s
G W the: mlh tqon of
C" mfﬁ?:@%leb%}c uggjtm ?lgxe vxgxlé.gge with
which, ppon. her firfk entering London the
;ptvcedy;g V€T, ; .he had atfended toall the

oot 0o altions
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altions of his fifter. .But the difference al-
" seady produced by the effett of flattery, the
hardenipg of example, and the fway of un-
controlled early power, aftonith¢d and
alarmed him. - At her firt ferting out,. (he
had hatkeped - to all; connfel, frightened, by
.gvery reprefentation, of danger, ,and. hum-
bled,;by svery, semopfirance, agamf’c impra-
.prietys: But fhe;now.beard him w:th htxle
_or, na.emotion s aad from heginning to liffen
-unmgved, foon; praceeded .to reply and re-
fift.” A fearch, rather than 3 love, of, pleafure
 had, fazed her young;mind, which had noiw
gained' an af¢endant . that rend.erpd «conteft
Jels, ﬂ;oclqug,,thanymldmg,would haye.been
painful. | i
-~ The tribplation of Melmond a.t Ahis. ill
.fuccefs, refted: not folely upon, bis Giftes ; he
_faw yet .more danggr for Indiana, who now
-fe¢med.hardly to Jive but,while arraying;, 9r
difplaying herfelf,, . His,paffion had loft $1s
novelty,- and, hegqeyes. ]oi}: theip beaming
-pleafure in. liftening to it ; 3ad thg regard
- he had fondly expected-toytake plage of. firlt
_extacy, he .pow found mpattainable, | fro&n
want of all mateials for its ftructuge, Hlisdy-
- caurfey when not of her beauty, buf; ftrained
her fapultxes his sgading, when sompelled.
tp jhear 1t, but wearjed .her 1ntelle&s. She B
J,'gad ng geniys ta-catch, hig meanirg, and i ho
,%KC“&‘PB tO)ﬁJPPIX Lts,,p,igce. Cid AT
5 Dccp y
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" Deeply he now thought of Eugenia, with
‘that-regret ever attached to frdil humanity,
for whit is removed fron¥ poflible poffeflion.
The purity of her love, the -cultivation of -
“her mind, and the noblenefs of her fenti-
ments; now bore forth a contraft to the
-nieral mernital and ntelle€tual littlenefs of - 1n-
dta.na, which imade him blame thie Eiftidious
veyes, that ‘could ™ dwell: apon hér face and
~form ;" and feel that, even’with the mdtch-
lefs Indiana, he muft figh at thcu mut*ual
‘perverfity of fate. A

~ Nor mxﬁ'ed he more 11 faul; than Induma
AR aéoraﬂon, who ' turned ﬁ'dm wl{é{- 'five
‘now telemed ‘aé coldnéfy; ta: the *violent
praifes of Macderfey, who became;” at this
period, a frequenter of Mrs. Berlinton’s af-
“{erhblies. She underftood not the igevitable
“difference of -the ai{tred fituation?; 'that he
“Who was acapted mighit ‘be:- h‘:fu& but

“gould not bé anxious ; and ‘tha 'Mel‘mond,

' !whﬂc’m fufpénfe; wore the famle impaffioned
-air, ahd fpoke the fame impaflioned feelings
-as Macderfey To her, all feemed the change
~not from- doubt to ﬁzcurlty, but from love
to inferfibility. -

“Fo live always at herfeet, whale hc thought
‘Ker all:divime; was his own firlt joy and
grgateﬂ pride-: bt whién once he found his

defs had - every: imettal imperfeftion, s

_bomage ceafed; with ‘amazement -that -ever

s it
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it could have been excited. Thofe eyes,
thought he; which I hive gazed at whole
days with fach unirefleéting admiration § ahd
-whofe fhape, colour; fize, and fweet propott
tion ftill hold theit pre-eminence, now, while
tetaining their fitlt luftre, have loft ail their

illufory eharm ! 1 meet them—but to de- .
" plore their vacancy of the foul’s intelligence
i fondly--vainly feek 1" Lo
* . (0. e A‘ )

- Even when again the time drrived for-rei
turning toCleves, Indiana, hanging laiguidly
upon every minute fhe ¢duld fteal from i€,
petitiofed for a few days more-from -the
ever-granting Baronet, which, while by her
devoted to edquetry, admiration, and drefd,
were confartied by -Camilla in almoft every
Tpectes of wretchednefs. -Mrd. Mittin-wrote
Her word' that Mir. Clykes-was be¢oine-mork
uneafy than éver for his' money, as (ke had
thouglhit it indifpérfablé to'acquaint hith-of
the repbrts in’ the neighbourhood; that M,
Tyrold:had et with misfortuirns, and wak
retrenching :i i he' could -not, therefbrk, be
paid-‘quickly; he muolt-put: n b chaims
elfewhere. - 7 b S

The fame poft ¢ from -Lavinia an
account ‘o afificting 6t Eugenia, -as nearly
zo'aﬁiﬁﬁaawévenfha deep petfonal diftrefs.
e It
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It was, known, through Molly Mili, who, by
the exprefs- mﬁﬁance of Sir Hugh, con-
tinued to live with her'young Miftrefs, that
Bellamy had-already, at Belfont, caft off the
matk of pretended. paffion, and grofsly. de-
mand¢d of her Mifkrefs: ta. beg money for
him of Sir Hugli; acknowledging, without
{cruple, latge debts, ; that demanded, fpe,edy
payment, and preffing her to afk for the im-
mediate poffeffion of the Yorkfhire eftate.
Her Miftrefs, thowgh miudly, always fteadily
refufed ; which occafioned reproaches fo rude
and, leent as.almoft to frighten her into
fits; and fo 1oud, that they were oftca heard
by.every fervant jn the houfe. - -
-.r.Camilla, - at , this dreadful - biftory,’ grew
nearly ipdiffergnt to all elfc, and would have
relinguithed, altoft unrepining, her expeq:
tations of: perfanal relief, hut that Lavinia,
4n thepan;e; of their uohappy filter, bid hey
$ill cherifh. them ;. afforing her the hoped

et to'perform her engagement, as Mr. Bel-

J3my never -difputed ' her already given pro-
nife, though b had miflaid the key -of the
boxfip which, the: trinkets were, depofifed. . .
< Nor ¢ven bhege nefted., the milery of Ga-
milao anothir. alanm, fole .uppe er,mind,
of a nature the moft dreadful.
oi Hpon the figft eveping  of .thw ncwly-
granted ftay, while fhe was cotiyerfing alone
\wth Mas, Bﬁ.x&nfom hifore - e, modaens)

toilette
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toslette of that lady; a fervant announced Mr
Bellamy. ©  Mrs.. Berlinton blufhed highy
evidently with'as much of anger as furprife
Camilla haltily swithdrawing, to avoid an ob-
jeé&t abhorrent to her, wondered fhe would-
admit him : .yet, anxious’ for any intelli-
gence that could relate. to- her. fifter, en-
quired when he was gone;-and ran towartls
thi dreffing-room to afk:what had paffed
but before fhe reached the door, the found
of his voice re-entering the hall, and of his
ftep re-afcending the ftairsy made herfly
into: the adjoimng apartment not* to eni
counter- hin. ' The 'inftant he had fhut
the docr, and before fhie: could: move,
fhre ‘heard him exclaim, * You weep - ftill,
my-lovely: friend 2vAhi!: can ‘oné:doubt :fé
mjurious remainf upon your mind, as to fup*
ipote. any thing but the cryel neceffity of oy
imisfortunes,.could ‘have 'made. me tarnifth
our celeftial frieddthip:with- ahy. other en-
‘paBement # Ah b took ‘at” her.: . and look
atyourfelf * - - . ° . . :
+ ~Camilla, who, at firft, had been immove-
"able from coniternation, now recovered fuf-
ficiently to:get-back 'to her roam. . .But.fhe
retarned .no-more to Mrs, Berlinton, though
Bellamy foon ‘departed; her. eagernefs fop
Anformation " fubfided in indignant forrow.
1That Eugenia, ' the injured, the ineftimable
:Eugenia, fhould pe fpoken of, by the.very
~. . ' violator
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violator who bad torn her frdm hen friends,
as a mere burthen attached to the wealth {lxe
procured him, ftruck at her heart as a poig-
_mard. And the impropriety to herfelf; and
“the wrong to Eugenia, of Mrs, Berlinton, in
liftening to fuch a difcourfe, totally funk
that lady in her efteem; though it deter-
mincd ber, as a duty due to them :all
sround, to repréfent what {he felt upon this
fubjet : and the next day, the inftant fhe
was vifible, fhe begged an aundience.

Murs. Berlintgn was penfive and deje&ed
but, as ufual, open and unguarded fhe bes
gan herfelf to fpeak of the vut of Beﬂamry;

¢ and to dfk why fhe ran away..

.. Camilla, without anfver or hefitation, rer
dated what the had averbeard;. adding:
¢ O, Mrs. Berlinton ! can you fuffer bim to
talk thus? Can you think of my injured
Eugenia—lately your own . favounte ﬁ'mnd
s—and bear to hear.hym?” -

. “ Haw injured, my:ever dear Ca:mlla?
Does the know what he fays? Can it hurt
herunbeard ? Can it affeét her unimagined ?
He but {olaces his fadnefs by a confidence he
halds facred ; ’tis the type of our friendthip,
wew dearery he {ays; than ever, ﬁncc reci-
procated by fuch fympathy.”
% Youaffright me, Mrs. Berlioton ¢ what
4 pcrvcrﬁon of reafon to talk of fympathy in
your fituatiqns ? Did Eugenia prefs him to
the
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the altar 7 Did- any friends folicit the alli-
ance? Oh, Mrs. Berlinton! think but a
moment, and your own feeling mind will
paint his conduct in coloars I have not.the
ikill to attain 1’ ‘

“ You areright !” cried fhe, blufhing in
her uawilling convi&tion; “ I know not
how he could delude me.to believe qur fates
refembled. Certainly nothing can be lefs
fimilar.” Ce C
Camilla was happy in this viGtory; but
the following day, Bellamy, at the .fame
hour was aanaunced, and.in the .fame
manner was admitted 5 Camilla flyiag, and
Mrs. Berlinton protefting fhe {hould attack
his miftaken comparifon with feverity. -

Severity, however, was a quality with
which fhe was. unacquainted ; Camilla,
anxious in every way, haftened to her when
be was .gone, but found her diffolved in
tender tears, fhed, fhe declared, in regret
of the uncafinefs fhe had given him, for he
had now made her fully {enfible his deftiny
alone was to blame. The underftanding of
Camilla was highly fuperior to being duped
by fuch, flimfy fophiftry,. which fhe hdard
with added deteflation of the charaéter of
Bellamy ; yet perceived that ne remonftrance *
could prevent hisadmittance, and that every
interview regularly deftroyed the cffect of
every exhortation. .

n
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Tn this melancholy pericd, the fole fatis-
fattion fhe received was through a letter
written by Lionel from Oftend, m which he
told her'that the dread of unpnfonmcnt, or
want, in a_foreign country, fmade him lead

a life fo parfimonious, fo totally deprived of
: all pleafure and all comfert, that he was al-
moft ‘confumed with regret for the wilful-

nefs with which he had thrown away his in-
numerable advantages; and fomuch ftruck
with the retrofpection of the wanton follies
and vices which-had ‘involved him in fuch
difhonour and ruin, that he began now to
think he had rather been mad than wicked ;
={0 unmeaning, unrefle&ing, and unpro-
voked,- as well as worthlefs, had ’oeen the
courfc he had purfued.
« “Camilla fent this Tetter rmmedtately to
her Father, who remitéed ' to Lionel fuch a
fum as muft obviate dtrels, with fuch inti-
mation for -the future'as he hoped would
beft encourage more folid reformation.
v~ Thus pafled the tie, lmpropcrly, or
mbappily to all, till the third period fixed
for. the return to- the country elapfed :
bnd Camilla, finding the whale view of her
journey abortive, faw the accumulated yet
“ufelefs fuffering involved through her ill-
Jjudged - procrattination.  Yet,  as Eugenia
ﬁlll did not defpair, even hier confeflion was
" uhwritten ;

-

L1
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unwritten ; and as Mifs Margland and In-
diana granted her requeft of going round by
Belfont, which The had previoufly arranged
from an arrant defire to embrace her loved
Afifter, {he ftill dwelt on a lagt hope from that
Anterview. ' '

+
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CHAP. XIL

Hinss uppn National Prejudice.

WI TH mingled difquietude and “dif-
tafte, Melmond faw the relu@ance of
Indiana to quit town, and that he was lefs
than a cypher with her upon the laft even-
ing’s affembly, where, without deigning to
beftow one look upon him, fhe chatted,
{miled, and fluttered with every one elfe;
undifguifedly betraying, that he whom fhe
fhould foon havé alone, and have always,
fhould not rob of even one precious mo-
ment. this Jaft fplendid blaze of general ad-
miration. He fighed ; and in common with
the haplefs perverfenefs of mortals, thought
he had thrown away, in Eugenia, a gem
richer than all her tribe ! (a)
. Camilla, whofe heart, however dead to
joy, was invariably open to tendernefs, was
melted with fond emotions in the idea of
~again meeting her beloved Eugenia, and
ready for her journey nearly with the light.
Soon after the was drefled; a houfe ma.ld
tapping at her door, faid, * Pray, Ma am,
is Mifs Lynmere with you "

(a) Shakefpeare.
' ¢ No.”
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.ose NO »
Prefently Mifs Margland came herfelf,
“ Pray, Mifs Camilia, do .you know any
thing .of Mifs Lynmere.? It’s the oddeft
.thing 1a the world where fhe can be!”
- Carilla, now, weat forth toaid the fearch;
Mgimond, who was waiting to hand her into
the earriage, looked amazed at the enqiity.
It foon, however, was clear, that the was no
where inthe houfey -and, after: fundry ex-
aminations and tcfaarchcs, one of the maids
was bBrought to-corlfefs havrngarded ker, 1n
the midudle of the might, togo into the ftreet,
Qekiere fhe was handed into a poit cbatfe by
Mr, Macderfey. .
Melmond appcaa'ed thunder ftruck.
i An a&tion fo unexpected at the period of
a folethn engagement which waited but the
Jpurney to Cleves for - being' compleated,
®ermied ' to him,: 4t ‘Befl, incredible. . But,
rorlsen: Mifs Margland exclaied, O purfue
ter; MeMelmpnd ! order your horfe, and
gallop to Scotland lmmedlately ! hegrave
dy, -aud ‘sather drily .anfwered: * By no
anwans, Ma'am ! The man who has the
{sohour 'of: her prefevente, Is .thev only .one
whe can have any.:hope toimake tier happy.
~1iHu then returned, quietly, to his. ewn
bodgings § far more -indigaant than hurt. at
Hils abrupt conclufion of & gonnexion which,
mga it eudi opémed tochim as.a. pmmtﬁ}
o
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of Elyfium, was clofing with cvex‘y meftace
of mutual difcontent. . !
v Camilla was truly concerned;. and not
merely for the future rifk-run by her Coufin,
in this .rath flight, but for the new difap-
pointment to. her. Uncle, : She was. obliged,
however, to beftow her whaleattention upoh
Mis Margland, whofe .tribulation was yet
frea.ter, and who, if lofing thus her pupil,
oft the expetted reward of near:thirteen
years of unwiiling attendande:

To return to Sir Hugh: withont her-

charge, without.indeed eithen of the young
tadies who were put under her care, fhe had
not courage. Nor could Camilla-fo little
feel for her diftrefsas 1o requeft it. . An-ex-
prefs, therefore, -was ordered ‘ta Cleves, for
informing him of thefe ill tidings, . with a
wery -elaborate panegyric. from Mifs Marg-
land of het own condu@; and a defire 1o
know whether.or .not fhe Ihould remain’
town till fomething tranfpncd cont:cl;mng
lndlana.

:: The exprefs was. but juﬁ: gonc, when 2
paackct, which eught so-have arrived twodars.
before, by- the ftage, was delivered-to. Cat
suilla,  Its intention was to:convey, more
nfpeedxly aletter from Lavinn, containingthe
terrible information .that- Mr. Clykes had
gufl been'at Esherington himfelf, to.deliver
an.his accounts;. and prefs immediate -pay-
1c ment |-



ment ! Their Father, Lavinia faid, con-
ceived the wholefome impofition, tlll the
man produced the paper figned by his
daughter. She had then been called in,
and oblnged to confefs her knowledge of the
tranfa&tion, She would avoid, (he {aid, par-
ticulars that could ‘be only ufclefsly afflict-
ing; but the interview had ended in theit
Father’s agreeing to pay, when it fhould be
poffible, the fums atually delivered to the
creditors, and for which Mr. Clykes could
produce their own receipts: but refufing,
pofitively and abfolutely, any gratuity what-
foever, from deteftation of {o dangerous and
feductive a {pecies of trade as clandeftine
and illegal money-lending to minors: The
man acknowledged the law againft him for
the intereft ; but threatened to fend in an
account for his owh trouble, in colletting
and paying the bills, that he would difpute,
for validity, in any court of juftice to which
he could be fummoned : and, in leaving the
houfe, menaced an immediate writ, if all he
could legally claim were not paid the next
day ; unlefs a new bond were properly figned,
with a promife to abide by that already
drawn up. ‘Their Father, fhe was. forced to
confefs, had now lent his every guinea, for
the debts of Clermont, to Sir Hugh; and
was at this inftant deliberating to whom he
fhould apply; but deﬁred meanwhile, an
VOL. V. exact
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exalt ftatemeént of the debts which this man
had in commiffion to difcharge. The letter
concluded with Lavinia’s unfeigned grief
in the tafk of writing it. .

Camilla read it with a diftration thas
made it wholly unintelligible to” her; yet
gould not read it a fecond time; er eyes
became dim, her faculties confufed, and the
rather felt deprived of the power of think-
ing, than filled with any new and dreadful
fubjeéts for rumination.
~ In this ftate, the letter on the floor, her
eyes ftaring arcund, yet looking vacant, and
fearching nothing, fhe was called to Lord
O’ Lerney, who begged the honour of a con-
ference with her upon bufinefs.

She fhook her head, in token of denial,
but could not fpeak. The fervant looked

-amazed; yet brought her a fecond meflage,
that his Lordfhip was extremely forry to
torment her, but- withed to communicate
fomething concerning his kinfman, Mr,
Macderfey‘. o

- . She then faintly articulated, “I can fee

pobody.” .

Still the fame dreadful vacuity fuperfeded
her fenfibility, till, foon after, fhe received
a note from Lady Habella Irby, defiring te
be admitted to a fhort converfation with her
ppon the part of Lord O’Lerney. -

With
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With the name of Lady Ifabella Itby re-
curred the remembrance that the was a fa-
vourite of Edgar—and burfting into tears,
fhe confented to the interview ; which took
place immediately.

The terrible ftate in which {he appeared
was naturally, though nat juftly, attributed
by her ladythip to the elopement of her
Coufin: while Camilla, called by her fight
to fofter regrets, beheld again, in mental
view, the loved and gentle image of Edgar.

- Lady Ifabella apologifed politely, but
briefly, for her intrufion, faying: ¢ My
Lord O’Lerney, whofe judgment is never
in any danger, but where warped by his with
of giving pleafure, infifts upon it that you
‘will be lefs incommoded by a quick forced
admiffion of me than of himfelf. Nobod
elfe will think fo : but it is not eafy to refufe
‘hin: fo here I am. The motive of this
intrufion you can but too readdy-divine,
"Lord O’Lerney is truly concerned at this
-rafh a&ion in his kinfman, which he learnt
by an accidental call at his lodgings, where
various circumftances had juft made it
-known, : ' '

He could not reft without defiring to fee
“fome part of the young lady’s family, and
‘making an offer of his ‘owa beft fervices
- with refpe& to fome arrangement for her -
future eftablithment. It is i%:r this purpeofe,

. H2 . you
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.you have been fo importunately hurried ;
Lord O’Lerney wifhing to make the firft
news that is fent to Sir Hugh Tyrold lefs
alarming, by ftating, at once, what he can
communicate concerning Mr. Macderfey.”

Camilla was now foftened into fome at-
tention, and much gratitude.

““ Will you,” faid Lady Ifabella, ¢ now
you underftand the purport of his vifit, fee
Lord O’Lerney himfelf ? He can give you
much better and clearer documents than I
can; and it is always the beft and fhorteft
mode to deal with principals.”

Camilla mechanically complied, and Lady
Ifabella fent her footman with a note to his

" Lordthip, who wgs wamng at her houfe in
Park-lane.

The difcourfe {1l el wholly upon Lady
Ifabella; Camilla, loft alternately in mifery
and abfcnce, {poke not, heard not ; yet for-

' mer {cenes, though not prclent circum-
ftances, were brought to her mind by the
objet before her, and almoft with reverence,
fhe looked at the favourite of Edgar, in
whofe {weetnef(s of countenance, good fenfe,
delicacy, and propriety, fhe conceived her-
felf reading every moment the caufes of his
approbation.. Ah, why, thought fhe, while
unable to . reply, or to liften to what was
-faid, why knew I not this charmmg woman,
, whxle yet he iook an integeft in my cc:mdué(t1
an

bl
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and connexions ! Perhaps her gentle wifdom
might have drawn me into its own path -
how would he have delighted to have feen
me under {uch influence ! how now, even
now,—loft to him as I am !—would he ge- .
neroufly rejoice, could he view the conde-
{eending partiality of looks and manner that
feem to denote her difpofition to kindnefs !

Lord O’Lerney foon joined them ; and
after thanking Camilla for granting, and his
Ambafladrefs for obtaining him an audience,
faid; « I have been eager for the honour of
a conference with Mifs Tyrold, in the hope
of fomewhat alleviating the fears for the fu-
ture, that may naturally join with dxfpleafure"
for the prefent, from the.very unadvifed ftep
of this morning. But, however wrong the
manner in which this marriage may-be ef<
feCted, the alliance in itfelf will not, I hope,
be fo dlfadvantageous as matches of this ex-
peditious charatter prove in general. The
actual poffeffions of Macderfey are, indeed;
far beneath what Mifs Lynmere, with her
uncommon claims, might demand ; but his
expeCtations are confiderable, and well founs
ded ; and his family will all come forward
to meet her, with every mark of refpet,
for which, as its head, I fhall lead the way.
He is- honeﬁ honourable, and good na-
tured ; not particularly endowed with judg
ment or difcrztion, but by no means want-

H3 . ing
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ing in parts, though they are rather wild and
eccentric.”

His Lordfhip then gave a full and ﬁms-
ﬁ&ory detail of the prefent ftate,and future
hopes of his kinfman; and,added, that it

- fhould be his own immediate care to en-
deavour to {ecure for the fair bride a fixed -
fettlement, from a rich old relation who hagh.
long promifed to make Macderfey his heir.
He teld Camilla to write this, without delay,

. to the young lady’s Uncle, with full leave to

ufe his name and authority. -

“ At all times,” he continued, it is.
~ meceflary to be quick, and as explicit as pof~-
fible, m reprefenting what can conciliate arc

" adventure cf this fort, of which the clandef~

* tine meafure implies on one fide, if not on

both, fomething wrong ; but moft efpecially
itis ncccﬁ"try to ufe {peed where-the flight is.
made with an beerman, for with the

Englifh in general, it is nearly enough that a

man fhould be born in Ireland, to decide
him for a fortune-hunter. If you lived,
however, in that country, you would fee the
matter pretty equally arranged ; -and that
there are not more of our pennylefs beaux
who teturn laden with the commodity of
rich wives, than of thofe better circum-
ftanced who- brmg home wives with more
eftimable dowries.”
: D He
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He then added, that it was from Mifs
Lynmere herfelf he had lcarnt. the refidence
of Camilla in Grofvenor Square; for, havs
ing made fome acquaintance with her at
one of Mrs. Berlinton’s evening parties, hé
had heard fhe was a niece of Sir Hugh Tya
rold, and immediately enquired after het
fair kinfwoman, whom he had feen at Tun«
bridge. '

Camilla thanked him for remembering
her; and Lady Ifabella, with a countenancé
that implied approbation in the remark
faid ; « I have never once heard of Mif; :
Tyrold at the aflemblies of this houfe.”

" She quietly replied, the had never been
prefent at them; but a look of fenfibility
with which her eyes dropt, {poke more thar
- fhe intended of concern at their exiftence;
or at leaft frequency. _

 Your lovely young Hoftefs,” faid Lord
O’Lerney, “ has entered the world at too
early an hour to bé aware of the furfeit fhe
is preparing herfelf, by this unremitting
luxury of pleafure; but F know fo well het
innocence and good qualities, that I doubt
not but the error will bring its own cure,
and fhe will gladly retuin to the literaryand .
elegant intercoutie, which fhe has juft now
given up for one fo much more tumultu-
ous.” :
H 4 “Iam
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« I am glad you ftill think fo, my Lord 7
fald Lady Ifabella, alfo looking down ; “ (he
1s a very {weet creature, and the little I bave
feen of her, made me, while in her fight,
warmly Her well-wither. Neverthelefs I
fhould rather fee any -young perfon, for
whom I was much interefted,—unlefs en-
. dowed with the very remarkable forbearance

of Mifs Tyrold,—under her influence after
the period your Lordfhip expeéts to return,
than during its interregnum I
Canulla difavowed all claim to fuch praife,
bluthing both for her friend and herfelf at
what was faid. Lord O’Lerney, looking
concerned, paufed, and then anfwered, “You
know my partiality for Mrs. Berlinton :
yet T always fee with freth refpe the cou-
rage with which my dear Lady Ifabella cafts
“afide ber native referve and timidity, where
fhe thinks a hint—an 1ntt;natxon—may do
good, or avert danger.”
 His eye was then fixed upoen . Camllla.,
who furprized, turned haftily to Lady 1fa-
bella, and faw a tender compaffion in her
countenance, that confirmed the interpre-
tation of Lord O’Lerney ; joined with a
modeft confufion that feemed afraid, or
“athamed, of what had efcaped her.
Grateful for herfelf, but extremely grieved
for the idea that feemed to have gone forth
: of
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of Mirs. Berlinton, fhe felt a tear ftart into
her eye. She chaced it with as little emo-,
tion as fhe could fhew ; and Lord O’Lerney,
with an air of gayer kmdnefs, faid ; « As wet
muft now, Mifs Tyrold, account ourfelves.
to be fomewhat allied, you permit me, I
hope, to recommend my gallant Coufin to
your protection with Sir Hugh ? That he
has his thare of ‘the wildnefs, the blunders,
the eccentricities, and the rhodomontade,
which form, with you Englifh, our ftation-
ary national chatater, muft not be denied 5
but he has alfo, what may equally, I hope,
be given us in the lump, generofity, fpirit,
and good intentions. With all this—"

He was here interrupted ; the door being
fuddenly burft open by Mrs. Mittin, who
entered, exclaiming, * Lord, Mifs, what a’
fad: thmg thisis ! I declare it’s put me quite
mto a quiver ! And all Wlncheﬁer s qulte
in an uproar, as onc may fay.’

Here ended the little mterval of horrour :

-in Camilla. Mrs, Mittin and” Mr. Clykes
feemed to her as one ; yet that, already, her
Coufin’s elopement fhould have- fpread {o
mear horhe, feemed impoffible.  * When,”
fhe cried, * were you in Wirchefter ? ‘And.
how came this affair known to you ?”

“Known? why, my dear Mifs, it was
there it all happened. I.come- through it
thh M. Dennel, who was fo obhgmg as
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to bring Me to town, for a little buinefs Fve
got to do; and next week he’ll take me
back agzin; for as to poor little Mrs. Lif=
fn, the’l be quite loft without me. Stie
don’¢ know her right hand from her left;
as one may fay. But how fhould fhe, poor
child? Why fhe is but a babby? What’s
fifteen.? Aad fhe’s na more.”

“ We'll talk of that,’ faid Camilla, ca=~
louring,at ber loquacious familiarity, * fome:
cther time.” And attempted to beg Lotd
© Lerney would finith what he was faying.
But Mrs. Mittin, fomewhat affronted, cried 3
“ Lord, only think of your fitting here,
talking, and making yourfelf fo comfortabls,
Jufl as M nothing was the mafter ! when
every body elfe’is in fuch a taking as never
was the like ! F muft fay, as to that, 2 gem-
tleman in more refpeét never was, I believe 5
and I can’t fay but what Fm very forry my-
felf for what “Mr. Clykes has done; how-
ever, I told you, you know, yeu’d befk not
provoke him.” ‘

- * For Heavcn;s fake,” cried C'am'rllo, i

Zartled, ¢ what—" ,

* ¢ VWhat /—Wlhy, Lord, Mifs ! don't yow
Rnow your Papa’s took -up?.He’s put in
Wincliefter Prifon, for that debt, you know.”>

Thebreath of Camilla inftantly flopt, and

fenfelefs, lifelefs, the funk wpon the floor.
.~ Lord Of Lerney quitted the room i greag,
eencern, to call fome female affiftants ;I.:gt
: y

13
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Yady Ifabella remaided; contributing with
equal tendernefs and judgment to her atd;
though much pérfonally affeCted by the in=
cident. - T E e
* Her recovery was quick, but it was only
to defpait; to fereams rather than lamens:
tations; to -cries rather than tedrs. - Hed
reafon- felt the fhock as forcibly as het
- heart: the one feemed tottering on its feat;
the other ‘burfting its abode. Words of
alarming-incoherency proclaimed the danger
menacing hér mtelleéls; while agonies nearly
convulfive difforted her features, and writhed
her form. - - ‘ ' B
" Unaffettedly fhotked, yet hot venturing;
tpon fo flight an acquaintance, to interfere;
Lady Iabella uttered gentlybut impreflively
her good withes and concern, and glid'crf

away. - - '
- ’lyhe nearly diftratted Camilla faw nof
- that fHe went ; 2rd knew nto longer that fhe
Fad Been in’ the rooth. She held-her fore+
head ofre moment; called for -dedth-the
* pexty and the next wildly deprecated eter< -
nal punifhiment. But- as the horrout nearly
witoletable of -this firft abrapt blow gaved
way, ‘the defite of flying inftanily té heg
father was the fymptom-of refored teeol-
* Haftening then to Mifs Margland, fhe
cdortjured- her, by ‘all tha6t' was rhoft affeCking;
v BRI H to
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to fet off immediately for Winchefter. But .
Mifs Margland, though fhe {pared not the
moft feverc attacks upon the already felf-
condemned and nearly demolithed Camilla,
always found fomething relative to herfelf
that was more preffing than what  could re-

rd any other, apd declared fhe could not
gir from town till fhe received an a.nfwer
from Sir Hugh.

Camilla befought at leaft to have the car~
tiage ; but of this fhe afferted herfelf at
prefent the xm[’crefs, and would not liften ta

Samng with it. Camilla, frantic to be gone,

ew then down ftairs, and called to the por-
ter in the hall, that fome one fhould inftantly
feek her a chanfe, coach, or. any conveyance
whatever, that could carry her to Winchef-
ter.

She perceived not that Lady lfabella,‘
waiting for her footman, who had, acciden-
tally, gone on further, upon fome meflage,
now opened the door of the parlour, where
Lord - O'Lerney was’ converfing with her
upon .what had happesed: fhe was flying

. back, though not knowing whither, nor,
“which way fhe turned, when Lord O'Lerney,

gently ftopping - her, afked, why fhe would
not, on uch ‘an emergence, apply for. the
carriage of Mrs. Berlinton? Lady Ifabella
{econ ed the motion, by a foft, but juft
hint, of the danger of her taking fuch a
C . : _journey,

[ 8
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journey,:in a hired carriage, éntirely unpro«"
te€ed. , . '

She had hardly confideration enough left
to either thank or underftand them,.yet
mechanically _followed . their counfel, and -
went to Mrs. Berlinton; Lard ©'Lerney,
deeply touched by her difirefs, fending in a
fervant at the fame tyme with his name;
and. following; while Lady Ifabella, toor
much interefted to go till fomething was de-
cided, quietly thut herfelf into the parlour,
there to wait his Lordfhip’s. information..

The requeft for the carriage was, indeed,
rather made by him than by Camilla, who,
when fheentered the room, and would have -
fpoken, fouad herfelf deprived of the power
of utterance, and looked a picture of {peech-
lefs difmay.- A

The tender feelings of Mors. Berlinton
were all immediately awakened by this fight,
and fhe eagerly anfwered Lord O’Lerney,
that both her carriage and herfelf thould be
devoted to her diftrefled friend: yet, the
firft emotion over, {he recollected dn engage-
ment for the evening fhe could not break,
thpugh one fhe hefitated to mention, while:
the colour, of which her late hours had robe
* bed her lovely cheeks,. returned to them as,
the ftammered her retractation.

The next day, however, the was beginning;
to promife,=but Camills, to whom the next.

. ' minyte
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arinute feemed endlefs, flew down -again to
the hall, to fuppl'cate the firft footman the
could meet, to run and order any fort of
- carriage he could find ; with but barely fufs
ficient felf-command to refrain running out
with that view herfelf.

Lady labella, again coming forth, en-
treated to know ff there were any commif-
fion, any poffible fervice the could herfelf
perform : and Lord O’Lerney, who was de-
fcending the ftairs, repeated fimilar offers.
But wild with affright, or thuddering with
borrout, fhe paffed without-hearing. or ob-
{erving them. E

To fee a young creatuie in 2 flate fo de-
plorahle, and ‘to- eonfider her as travelling
without any friend or fupport, s fo thaken a
condition, to vifit an imprifonéd Father;
touched thefe benign obférvets with the
fincereft commiferation ; and the connexion
of a part of his family forming at this mo-
mert with a3 branch of ler own, mduced
Lord O’Lerney to believe he was - almoft
bound to-take care of her himfelf. * And
yet,”” {did be to Lady Ifabella, * though I
am old ensugh to! be her grandfather, the
world, thould I travel with ker, oifght ish-
pute my afliftance to a. {pecies of admiration
which I hope to éxperience no mhore—is
 witnefs my trufting myfelf - fo- much with

Lady Ifabella Itby ¥* = C e
Loial. Lady
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 Lady IfaBella, from the quick coincidgncs
of fimilar feelings, inftantly eonceived his
wilhes, and paufed to weigh their poffibility.
A thort confideration was fufficient for this
Rutpofe. It broyght to her memory: her
various engagements; but it reprefented at
the fame time to her benevolence that they

would be all, by the performance of one
good ation,

More honour'd in the breach than th; obfervance s

~ She fent, therefore, a meflage after Ca-
‘milla, entreating a fhort conference.
Camilla, who was trying to comprehend
fome further account from Mrs. Mitten,
filently, but haftily obeyed the call; and
her look of wild anguith would have fixed
the benign intention of Lady Ifabella, had
it been wavering. In a fimple phrafe, but
with a manner the moft delicate, her Lady-
thip then offered to conduét her to Win-
chefter. A fervice fo unexpected, a good-
nefs {o confoling, inftantly brought Camilla
to the ufe of her frightened away faculties,
but with fenfations of gratitude fo forcible,
that Lord O’Lerney with difficulty faved
her from falling at the feet of his amiable
friend, and with yet more difficulty reftrained
hisown knees from doing her fimilar homage.
No time was to be loft; Lady Ifabella
determined to do well what fhe once underl;
too.
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took todo at all ; fhe went to Park-lane; to
make known’ her excurfion, and arrange
.{ome affairs, and then inftantly returned, in
her own poft-chaife and tour horfes, for Ca-
milla; who was driven from the metropokis.

t
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BOOK X
CHAP. L

- The Operation of Terror.

LADY Ifabella, for the firft two or three

miles, left Camilla uninterruptedly to"
her own thoughts ; fhe then endeavoured to
engage her in fome difcourfe, but was foon
forced to defift. Her mifery exceeded all
meafure of reftraint, all power of effort. Her
Father in prifon! and for debts of her
contrating ! The picture was too horrible
for her view, yet too adhefive to all her
thoughts, all her feelings, all her facultics,
to be removed from them a moment. Pe-
netrated by what fhe owed to Lady Ifa-
bella, (he frequently took her hand, prefled
it between her own, prefled it to her lips;
but could fhew her no other gratitude, and *
force herfelf to no ather exertion.

It was ftill early, they travelled poft, and
with four horfes, and arrived at Winchefter
before eight o’clock.

Shaking, fhe entered the town, half faint-
ing, half dead. Lady Ifabella would have
driven flraight on to Etherington, which
was but a ftage further; but to enter the
reCtory, whence the R»&or himfelf was

torn—
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torn—* No!” cried fhe, “ no! there where
abides my Father, there alone will I abide !
No roof fhallcover my head, but that which
covers his ! I have no wifh but to fink at
his fect—to crawl in the duft—to eanfine
myfelf to the hardeft labour for the rem-
_nant of my miferable exiftance, fo it might
expiate but this guilty outrage !’

Lady Habella took not any advantage of
the anguith that was thos burfting forth
with fecret biftory ; fhe was too delicate and
too good to feize fuch a moment for fur-
prifing confidence; and only enquired if fhe
- had any friend in the town, who could direck
her whither to go, and accompany as well as
dire&.

She knew no one with {ufficient mtmmcy
to endure prefenting herfelf to them upon
" fuch an occafion; and preferred proceeding
alone to the fadand cruel interview. Lady
Ifabella ordered the chaife to an hotel, where
fhe was thewn into a room up ftairs, whence
fhe fent one of her own fervants to enquire
out where debtors were confined, begging
Camilla to get ready a note to prepare her
Father for the meecting, and prevent any
affetting furprife. She then went to chufe
herfelf a chamber, determined not to quit
her voluntary charge, till fhe faw her in the
hands of her own friends. \ .

9 . Camilla




CAMILLA. 163

- Camilla could not write: to kneel, to
weep, to {ue, was all fhe could bear to plan;
to prefent to him the fight of her hand-
writing fhe had not courage.

Pretently fhe heard a chaife drive rapidly
through the inn gate: it might be him,
perhaps releafed ; fhe flew down the. ftairs
with that wild hope ; but no fooner had de-
fcended them, than a dread of his view took
its place, and The ran back : fhe ftopt, how-
ever, in the landing place, and fuddenly a
voice ftruck her ear that vibrated quick to
ber heart, and there fecmed to arreft the
fprings of life: fhe thought it the voice of
her Mother-—

It ceafed to fpeak ; and fhe dropt on one
knee, inwardly, but fervently praying her
fenfes might deceive her.

Again, however, and more diftinétly, . it
teached ber; doubt then ceafed, and ters
rour next to horrour took its place. What
was faid fhe knew not, her trepidation was
too great to take in more than the found.

Proftrate the fell on the floor; but hear-
ing a waiter fay, “ Up ftairs, madam, you
may have a room to yourfelf;” fhe ftarted,
rofe, and rufhing violently back to the
apartment fhe had quitted, bolted herfelf
in; exclaiming, “ I am not worthy to {ee
you, my Mother ! I have caft my Father into
prifon—and I know you will.abhor me!” -

She
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+ She then fat down againft the door, to
kften if fhe were purfued; fhe heard a foot-~
ftep, a female ftep; fhe concluded it that of
her Mother; * She can come,” cried fhey
“but to give me her malediction!”” And flew
frantic about the room, -looking for any
means of efcape, yet perceiving only the
window, whence fhe muft be dafhed to de-
ftrution.

- She now heard a hand upon the lock of '

the door. “ O that I could die! that I
could die !” fhe cried, madly advancing to

the window, and throwing up the fafh, yet.

with quick inftin¢tive repentance pulling it
down, thuddering and exclaiming : « Is there
no death for me but murder—no murder
but fuicide ?” ' :

A voice now found its way through her
cries to her ear, that {aid, * It is me, my
dear Mifs Tyrold; will you not admit me #”
. It was Lady Ifabella; but her Mother
might be with her: the could not, how-
ever, refufe to open the door, though def-

perately fhe faid to herfelf: If the is there, I
- will pafs her, and rufh into the ftreets ! '

Seeing, however, Lady Ifabella aldne, fhe
dropt on her knees, ejaculating, “Thank

‘Heaven! Thank Heaven! one moment

yet I am fpared !” - .
“ What is it, my dear Mifs Tyrold,” faid

. 'Lady Ifabella, « that caufes you this {fudden

agony ?
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agony ? what can it be that thus dreadfully
diforders you ?”’

« Is fhe with you 2 cried fhe, in a voice

: {carcely audible;  does fhe follow me ? does
fhe demand my father ?” .

« Rife, dear madam, and compoft your-
felf. -If you mean a Lady whom this mi-
nute { have paffed, and whofe countenance
fo much refembles yours, that 1 thought her
at once fome near relation, fhe is juft gone
from this houfe.” .

¢ Thank Heaven! thank Heaven!”
again ejaculated the proftrate Camilla;
s¢ My Mother is fpared a little longer the
dreadful fight of all the muft now moft

-abominate upon earth !”’ 4

She then begged Lady Ifabella inftantly
to order the chaife, and return to town.

« On the contrary,” anfwered her Lady-
fhip, extremely furprifed at {o wild a requeft,
« Let me rather, myfelf, carry you to your
family.” '

“ O no, Lady lfabella, no!”” cried Ca-
milla, fpeaking with frightful rapidity, and
fhaking 1n every limb, “ all now 1s changed.
—1I came to wait upon my Father —to
humble myfelf at his feet—not to obtrude
myfelf upon my Mother !—O Lady Ifabel-

a }—I (hall have broken her heart —and I
dare not offend her with my fight ! -

: - Lady
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Lady Ifabella, with the moft judicious
gentlenefs, endeavoured to render her more
geafonable. I pretend not,” fhe faid,
« to decide upon your fituation, though I
comprehend its general affliction: yet ftill,
and at all events, its termination muft be a
meeting. Suffer me, therefore, rather te
haften than retard {o right a meafure. Al-
low of my mediation, and give me the in-
finite pleafure of leaving you in the hands
of your friends.”

Camilla, though fcarcely able to articu-
Jate her words, declared the motive to her
journey was at an end ; that her Father had
now one to watch, foothe, and attend hini,
who had none of her dreadful drawbacks te
confoling powers; and that fhe would re-
main at Mrs. Berlinton’s till fummoned
home by their immediate commands.

Lady Ifabella began pleading their own
rights to decide if or not the meeting thould
be deferred: but wildly interrupting her,
4 I have not nerves, 1 have neot hardinefs,”

" fhe cried, “ to force myfelf into fuch a pré-
fence. An injured Father—an offended
- ‘Mother—O Lady Ifabellat if you knew
‘how I adorc-—and how I have ruined
‘them !—" : _
« Let me go to them from you, myfelf,
- Jet me reprefent your fituation. They are
. now
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now probably together. That Lady whom
i faw but from the ftairs, though her coun-
tenance fo much f’cruck me, and whom I
now conclude to be Mrs. Tyrold, faid, as
{lie paffed, 1 fhall walk; I only want a
guide ;™

“ They had not, then, even met !”’ cried
Camilla, ftarting up with freth horrour; “ the
is but juft arnved—has but juft been at
Etherington—and there heard—that her
hufband was_in prifon—and in prifon for
the debts of her daughter! her guilty—
perhaps reprobated ‘daughter 1”—

Again, wringing her hands, half dif-
trated, “ O, that the earth,” fhe cried,
# had received'me, ere I quitted the pa-
rental roof ! Innocent I had then died, no
fhame would have embittered my Father’s
forrow—no wrath my Mother's—no dif-
grace would have blighted their fo long—
long withed-for meetmg o

The compaffionating, yet judicious Lady
Ifabella, willing to fhorten the fufferings the
pitied, made yet another effort to prevent
this unadvifed return, by propofing they
fhould both fleep this night at Winchefter,
that Camilla might better judge what ftep
to purfue. But all defire of meeting was
now converted into horrour; and her that-
tered intelleéts could not bear paffing a
‘whole night in expeation of a difcovery

through




-

168 CAMILLA.

through fome accident.  Have I not al-
ready,” cried fhe, “heard her voicc and
fled its found ? Judge then, Lady Ifabella,
if I can prefent myfelf before her! No, I
muft write, firft. [ have a long and dread-
ful hiftory to relate——and then, when the
has heard it—and when the reftory has re-
ceived again its reverend mafter—and when
they find fome little palliation, where now
they can {ee only guilt—and when all is com-
mitted without difguife to their goodnefs—
their mercy—they may fay to me perhaps
themfelves: Unhappy Camilla! thou haft

paid thy juft penalty; come home, then,.

to thy parent’s roof, thou penitent child !*’

Lady Ifabella knew too little of the cha-
ratters with which (he bad ta deal, to judge
- if it would be right to idfift any further :
the ordered, therefore, frefh horfes to her
chaife, and as foon as her footman came
back, who brought the now ufelefs direc-
tionwhere Mr. Tyrold was to be found, they
drove out of Winchefter.

" At Alton they ftopt to fleep; and, her
immediate terrour removed, fhe became
more fenfible of what fhe owed to Lady
Ifabella, to whom, in the courfe of the
evening, fhe recounted frankly the whole
hiftory of her debts, except what related
to Lionel. .

: ' “Youyr
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- % Your Lady{hlp ‘hears me,” faid Ihe,
in conclufion, ** with the patience of bene-
-volence, though I fear, with the ¢enfure of
all judgment, What evils’ have accrued
from ‘want "of confideration and forefight !
My errours have all- been doubled by con-
. cealment——cvery mifchief has been .aug-
mented by delay. O, Lady Habella! how
fad an example (hall I add to your powess
of benign inftruction !—From day to day, _
from hour to hour; I planned expedients,
where I ought to have made confeffions !
To ayord one dreadful—but dire&t evil, .
what I have fuffered has been nearly in-
tolerable—~what I have infli¢ted, unpar-. -
.donable !

Lady Ifabella, much touched by -her
opennéfs and confidence, repaid them by -
all that compaffion could fuggeft, or that
a fiacere difpofition towards kindnefs could
anticipate of efteem. - She "gathered the
amount of the {um for which Mr. Tyrold
was confined, and affured Camilla fhe could
herfelf undertake that Lord O'Lerney would -
accommodate him with it immediately, and -
wait his perfedt leifure for re-payment. I
have known him,f’ faid {he, « from a child,
and have always feen, with refpet and. ad-
miration, the prompt pleafure with which
he rather feizes than. accepts every oppor-
tunity to do goed,” _

. VOL. V. I : Camxlla,
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. Camilla, returning the moft grateful
thanks, acknowledged fhe had no appre-
_henfion but that the writ would immedi-
ately be withdrawn, as the country was al-
mo{’t filled with friends to her Father, who
. .would come forward upon fuch an occa-
Afion. “ What refts thus upon my mind,”
faid fhe, “and what upon his—and upon
my Mother’s- will reft—is the difgrace—
.and the caufe ! the ane fo public; the other
-fo clandeftine! And though this debt will
be eafily difcharged, its payment by a loan
s but iacurring another: and how that is
to be-paid, I know not indeed. Alas!
.Lady Ifabella!—the Father I have thus
: dread'fully involved, has hitherto, through-
. out his exemplary life, held it a facred duty
to adapt his expences to his income !
- Again Lady- lfabella gave what confola-
" tion.fhe could beftow ; and, in return for
her truft, faid, fhe would {peak to her with
- fincerity upon a point of much delicacy.
It was of . her friend, Mrs. Berlinton;
“ who now,” faid fhe, * you are not, per-
‘haps, aware, is become a gcneral topic of
- difcourfe. To.the platonics, -with which
.fhe fet out in life, fhe has, of late, joined
coquetry ; nor even there ftops the ardour
with which the feeks to animate her exift-
ence; to two.charalters, hitherto thought
the mo& contradictory, the fentimental and
, ; - i . the
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- the flirting, fhe unites yet a third, till now
believed incompatible with the pleafures
and purfmts of either; this, I need not tell .
you, is that of a gameftrefs. And when to
three fuch attributes is added an open aver-
fion to her hufband, a profefled, an even
boafted hatred of his perion, his name, his
very being—what hope can be entertained,
be her heart, her intentions what they may,
that the various dangers fhe fets at defiance,
will -not ultimately take their revenge, and
furprife her in their trammels ¢ .

Edgar hlmfelf feemed, to Camilla, to be
fpeaking in this reprcfcntatxon, and that
idea made it catch her attention, in the -
midft of her utmoft mifery. She urged,
howcver, all (he knew, and could fuggeft,
in favour of Mrs. Berlinton ; and Lady lfa-
bella exprefled much concern in occafion-
ing ber any painful fenfations, “ But who,”
fald {he, * can fee you thus nearly, and
not be interefted in your happinefs? And
I have known, alas '—-though I am ftill pn-
der thirty, inftances innumerable of felf<le-
luded young women, who, trufting to their
own pure. intentions, have neither feared
nor heeded the dangers which encircled
them, till imperceptibly, from the infi-
dious influence of levity, they have pur-
fued the very courfe they began with
difclaiming, and followed the wery fteps

12 ~ from

o\
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from which at firft they unaffe@tedly re-
coiled.” , . ,
. .Inftrued and grateful, though incapable
of being tranquilifed, Camilla the next day
reached Grofvenor Square long before her
fair friénd bad left her downy pillow. Lady
- Ifabella exa&ed a promife to be informed of
her proceedings, and, loaded with merited
acknowledgments, returned to her own
fuanfion. ,

Camilla took pofleflion of the firft room
in” which fhe found a pen and ink, and
wrote inftantly to Lavinia a fhort, rapid,
and incoherent letter, upon the diftraction
of her mind at the dreadful calamity fhe had
occafioned her Father, and the accumulated
horrours to which her Mother had returned.
She durft not:prefent herfelf before them
uncalled, not even by letter ; but the would
live in the ftriteft retirement and penance
till they ordered her home, for which epoch,
not more longed for than dreaded, (ic be-
fought her fifter’s mediation.

This fent off, the forced herfelf to wait
upon Mifs Margland, who had received an
anfwer from Cleves to continue in town
till Indiana wrote or re-appeared. She then
ftrove to recolleét all the had been tald by
Lord O‘Lerney of Mr. Macderfey, and
Mifs Margland, pleafed and furprifed, un-
dertook to write it to Sir Hugh,

Jo
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To three days of dreadful {ufpenfe {he
now faw herfelf inevitably condemned,
in waiting an an{wer from Lavinia: but as
her eyes were opened to remark, by thé
admonitions of Lady Ifabella, and her at-
fention was called back to the earlier cau~
tions of Edgar, her time; though fpent
with mifery, hung not upon her unocca:
pied. She thought herfelf called upon by
every tie of friendthip, faithfully and cou-
rageoufly to reprefent to Mrs. Berlinton her
impropriety of conduét with regard to
Bellamy, and the reports that were fpread
abroad to her more general difadvantage.

Her reception from that lady, fhe had
thought, for the firft time, cold. She had
welcomed her, indaed, with an accuftomed
embrace, but her kindnefs feemed ftrained,
Her fmilc was faint, and the eyes which’ {o
foftly ufed to fecond it, were averted. ,

As foon as they were alone together, -
€amilla took her hand ; but, without res
turning its preflure, Mrs. Berlinton pre--
fented her with a new poem for hér even--
ng’s amufement. : :

Camilla put it down, but while hefitat- -
ing how to begin, Bellarty was announced.
She ftarted, and flew away, but returned '

when he was. gone, and-begged a confer-~

ence.. - ' : ) '
'3 " Mrs. .

-
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< Mrs.Berlinton anfwered eertainly; thougl'r
fhe looked embarraffed, and added not im-
medlately, as the was obliged: to drefs for
the evening.
.Camilla entreated fhe might fpeak with
N her before dinner the next day i
To this {he received a gentle affent : but
no interview at the time appointed took
place ; and when at dinner they met, no
notice. was taken of the negle&.
?e now faw fhe was pointedly avoided..
~ Hen courage, bowever, was called upon,
her 5(1t1tude was indebted for paft kind-
nefles,Ygnd her honour felt a double en-
gagemenf, The opportunity therefore fhe
could not obtain by requeft, the refolved
to feize by furprife.
Bellamy was again, however, announced 3
_but. the moment that, from her own cham-
~ ber, the heard him defcend the ftairs, the flew
to ‘the dreﬂing—room, and abruptly en--
tesed it.
. The furprife fhe gave was not greater
- than that fhe received. Mrs. Berlinton, her
fine eyes fireaming with tears, and her white -
bands uplifted with.an air of fupplication,
was evidently ia an a& of devotien. Ca-
milla drew back, and would have retired, -
but fhe haftily dried her eyes, and faid :
- “ Mifs Tyrold ? Do you want me ? where’s
Mifs —Mifs Margland £

.

(13 Ah 12
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-« Aht my deareft- Mrs. Berlinton ! my
friend, as | had hoped, and by me, f{urely
I truft loved for ewver,” cried - Camilla,

throwing her arms round her neck, “ why

shis forrow?  why this dxﬁancc? why this
unkmd avoidance ?’

© ‘Mis.. Berlinton, who, at ﬁr[’c had
' Ihru'xk from her embrace, Jnow fell, .in
‘trembling agitation, upon her breaft. Ca-
mika hoped this was the mnftant to improve;

when. flie appeared to be, herfelf, calling

religion to her aid, and when the tender~

nels of her appeal feened to bring back a

movement of her firftipartiality. . « Suffer,

. fuffer me,”: the thegfore cried,  to: {peak ‘

to you now ! hear me, my dear and- amia-

. ble friend, with the fweetnefs that firft won

my affe@ion 1
" - .Mrs. Berlinton, .a tcd drew back,
acknowledging herﬁtlf nhappy; but fhrink=
ing from' all "difcourfe, .and ftarting when
Camilla named- Bellamy, with'a confufion
fhe vainly ftrove to repref§.

. Unhackneyed in the world: as was Ca=

milla, her underftanding and.fenfe of right

ﬁood here m- the place of experience, to.

point out the danger and" impropriety fur~

rounding her friend ;- and catching her by .

the gown, as the would have quitted the
room, “ Mrs. Berlinton,” the emphatically
‘ cngd “ if you perfift in this unhappy, this
. : 14 penlous

\:-‘
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perilous intercourfe, you rifk your reputa-
tion, you rifkk my fifter’s peace, you rifk
even your own future condemmnation !—O
forgive me, forgive me! I fee how I have
affeted you—but you would liften to no:
milder words !’ ' o .

Mrs. Berlinton, had funk upon a chair,
her hands. clafped upon her forehead, -and
tears running rapidly down her cheeks.
Brought up with religious terrours, yet
ill inftru€ted .in religious principles,. the
dread of future pum nt nearly demo~
lithed her, though no regular creed of right
kept her confiftently in any. exercife of good.
But thus forcibly . furprifed into fudden
confcientious recollettions, fhe betrayed,
. rather than opened her heart, and acknow-
ledged that fhe was weeping at a denial fhe
had given to Bellamy; who, molefted by
. thie impoffibility of ever.converfing with her
undifturbed;. .had. entreated her to grant
him, from time to time, a:few hours. fo-
ciety, in a peaceful retirement. - “ Nor
fhould I—norcould I—" fhe cried, * re-
fufe him— for I bave every reliance in his
honour—>but that the guilty world, igno-
sant of the purity of aur friendfhip, might
caufelefsly. alarm my -brother for my fame.
And this, and the fear of any—though fo

groundlefs—uneafinefs to your fifter, makes -

me refift his powerful eloquence, and even
c e - my
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"1y own notions of what is due to our ex-<
alted league of friendfhip,”
: Camilla liftened with horrour to thxs-
- avowal, Vet faw, with compaffion, that her
friend endeavoured to perfuade herfelf the
was free from wrong ; though with cénfure
that {he fought -to glofs over, rather than
iveftigate, every doubt to the contrary 3
but while fear was- predommant for the
event of fuch a fituation to herfelf, abhors
rence filled her whole mind agamﬂ Bel- - -
lamy, in every part, every-plan, and evcry
probability of the -bufinefs. . :
¢ O Mrs. Berlinton I fhe cried,  con-
quer this - terrible . infatuation, which ob-
fcures danger from your fight, 'atd righ€
from your “difcernment ! M. Bellamy is -
married ; -and if you -think, yourtelf, my
fifter would: be hurt -to Know of -thefe .un<
hallowed leagues and bonds, yow nuft be
. fure; with the leaft refleCtion,. that they
are wrong: you too, are mattied’; and if
Mr. Mélmond would join with the world
in-.condemning the -extraordifiary project
. you-mention, you muft feel; with the leaft
‘seflexion, it-ought ot -to-be granted. ¥
have committed many efrours ; vet ot one
of them: wilfully; or againt convittion ¢
neverthelels, the ill confequences that liave
ernfued,. tear me -at this moment with re«
pentant forrow Ab! think -then, ‘what
15 you
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you—fo tender, fo fufceptible, fo feeling,
will fuffer, if with your apprehenfions. all
awake, you liftén to any requeft that may
make my fifter unhappy, or involve your
deferving brother in any difficulty or ha-
zard 1” - ’

, Mirs. Berlinton was now. fubdued: Touch-
ed, terrified, and -convinced, fhe embraced:
Camilla, wept in her arms, and promifed.to
fee Bellamy no more. ' )

.. The next day arrived: an anfwer from:
Lavinia, long, minnte, and melancholy,
but tenderly affe(tionate and replete with
pity. - .-
. “ Ah, my fifter,” fhe began, < we
eannot- yet meet ! Our Mother is in no
ftate to bear any added emotion. The
- firmnefs of her whole charaer, the forti-
tude of her whole life, bitherto unbroken
by any paffion, andfuperior to any misfor-
tuie, hath both given way, fuddenly and
dreadfully, to the fcene following her a-
sval,” ‘ ,

. She then went back. to particulars.

Mr. Clykes, the had heard, finding his
bill for his own trouble pofitively refufed,
had conceived the Tyrold family in danger
of bankruptcy, by the general ramours of
“ the joint claimants of Lionel and Clermont; .
and imagining he had no time to lofe, hoped
by an arreft to frighten their . Father to
. s terns
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terms. Their Father would, however, heac
of none, nor pay any thing abqve the exat
amount of the figned-receipts of the various
creditors; and fubmitted to the-confine-
ment, in preference to applying to any
-friend to be his pail, til} he could confult
with a lawyer. He was already- at Win-
chefter, where be had given Clykes a meet-
ing, when the writ was ferved againft him,
He fent a difpatch to Etherington, to pre-
vent any furprife at his not returaning, and
to defire -the affair might not travel to
Cleves, where Lavinia was then with Sir.
Hugh. This note, addrefled to the upper
fervant, fell into the hands of Mrs. Tyrold
_herfelf, the next evening, upaon her fudden
arrival.  She went on inftantly to Win-
chefter, ~and alighting at an hotel, took
a guide and went. to the place of confine-
ment..

“ The mcctmg that enfued,” continued
Lavinia, “ no one witnefled, but every one
may imagine. I will not, thercfore, wound
your feelings, my deareft Ca;mlla, with
even touching upon my owvn.”

She then befought her to take, neverthe-
lefs; fome comfort, fince the had the inex-
prefible fatisfation to inform her that their
Father was returned to the re&ory He
had been liberated, from the writ’s being
thhdrawn, thppgh thhqut\lyp confent,

e 16 “without
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without even his knowledge, and coft«
trary to his withes. Nor was it yét afcer-
tained by whom this was done,-though cir-
cuinftances allowed fro divifion to their con-
Jectures.

Harry Weftwya had learnt the temble
event in a ride he had accidentally ‘takery
to Winchefter; and, upon’ returniag to
Cleves, had commumcated it, with the
moft feeling circam{pe&iony: to herfelf,
The excefs of grief with which fhe had
heard him, had feemed to penetrate to’
-his quickly fenfitive foul, * for he is yet
more amiable,” fhe added‘, “ than his Fa-
ther’s partiality paints bim;” they agreed
not to name it to Sir Hugh ; tHough Harry
affured her that.no lefs than. five  gentlemen
mr the vicinity had already flown to Mr.
Tyrold, to conjure. to- be accepted as his
bail : but he chofe firft to confult his law-
yer upon the validity of the clamn made
againft him. Al their care, however, was
mneffettual ; through fome -of the fervants,
Sir Hugh was informed of the event, and
his affliCtion was defpair. He accufed him-
felf as being the caufe of this evil, from.the
- money- he -had borrowed for Clermont,

which might wholly have been avoided}
had he followed his brother’s advice in im~
mediate -and fevere retrenchments.  Thefe,
howcver, he now began in- @ manner that
threatened
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threafened to rob him of every comfort ;-
and Mr. Weftwyn was fo much affeéted by -
bis diftrefs, that, to relieve him, at leaft,
from the expence of two guefts. and theig’
fervants, he inftantly took leave, promifing
neverthelefs, to yet fee htma again, before he-
returned for the teft of his days to- his na-
tive home. In a few hours after the de-
parture of thefe gentlemen, news arrived
that Mr. Tyrold was again at the retory.
M. Clykes had fuddenly fent his receipt; in -
full of all demands, and then fet off for
London. ,

« There cannot be a doubt this was the-
deed of the generous Mr. Weftwyn, in com~
pact with his deferving Son,” -continued
Eavinia; “ they have been traced to Win-
chefter; But we none of us know where, .
at prefent; to direft them. “The delight of
my Uncle at this -a& of his worthy old
friend, has extremely revived him.. My
Father is much diffatisfied the wretched.
Clykes fhould thus be paid all his fraudu~
lent claims ; but my Mother and my Uncle
would, I believe, fcarcely have fupported
life under his longer confinement.”

The letter thus concluded:: .

. % My Mother, when firft (he heard yom
were in town, was herfelf gping to fend for
you ; but when fhe underftood that Mifs

. Margland
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Margland was with you, -and . you lived- itr
utter feclufion . from company, the faid 5
s¢ Since fhe is fafe, I had rather not yet fee
her.” ¢ Our beloved Father acquicfces;
for he thinks you, at prefent, too much
fhaken, as well as heifelf, for fo agitating
an interview. Judge, then, my fifter, fince
even he is for the delay, if your Lavinia
can gather courage to plead againft it?

“ You know, my deareft Camilla, her
extreme and tender fondnefs ;. you cannot,.
therefore, doubt, that her dilpleafure will
foon pafs away. But when, to the dread-
ful pangs of hearing the haplefs fate of
" ‘LEugenia, was added the baneful fight of
an adored hufband in-cuftody, you cannot
wonder fuch complicated fhocks fhould
have difordered her frame, and taught her,
. ——even her, as my incomparable Father
has juft faid to me,. “ that always to be
fuperior to calamity, demands a- mental
firength beyond' the frail texture of the
human compofition ; though to with, and
‘to try for it, (hews we have ** that within,”
which afpires at a.higher ftate, and prepares
us for fuller perfection.”

«« Can I'better finith my letter than with
‘words fuch as-thefe ? Adieu, then, my dear
fitter, 1 hope foon to write more chearful
. tidings. : - -

. “ QOur
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¢ Our poor Mother is gone to Belfont..
What a meeting.again there !
- “Lavinia TrroLp.”

A with for death, immediate death, in:
common with every. youthful mourner inf
the firft paroxifm of violent forrow, was
the fole fenfation which accompanied the
reading, or remained after the finithing of
this letter, with Cammlla. < Here,” fhe
cried, falling profirate, ¢ here might I but
at once expire! clofe thefc unworthy eyes,.
forhidden to raife themfelves to the authors
of my. exiftence! finith my fhort and cul-
pable career, forgotten—firice no longer
cherithed—Dby the parents I have offended
—Dby the Mother who no longer wifhes ta
fee me!” , '

She laid down her head, and her fight
became dim ; a convulfive fhivering, from
feelings over-ftrained, and nerves dread-
fully (hattered, feized her; fhe fighed
fhort and quick, and thought her prayer
already accomplithing: but the delufion
foon ceafed ; fhe found life ftill in its vi-
gour, though bereft of its joy; and death
no nearer to her frame, for being called upon
by her wifhes.

In the heavinefs of difappointment, I
have lived,” fhe cried, * too long, and

o yet
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yet I cannot die! I am become:an alten™
toe my family, and a burthen to myfelf |

ordered from my home by my Father,

left my fight thould be deftruttive to my-
Mother—while my fifter durft net- even -
plead for me — O happy Edgar! how

great has beem thy- eicape net to- have "
taken for thy: wife this excommuaicated
wretch 1"—

To live thus, -feemed: to her impoflible ;<
to pafs even the day in fuch wretched-
~ niefs fhe believed impracticable. - Any, every
. period appeared to her preferable, and in -
the defperation- of - her heart, the deter~--
mined inftantly to purfue her Mother to -
Belfont ; and there obtam her -pardon, or
fink to death at her feet.

Relieved” from the intenfene(s of her+
agony-by this plon,‘and ever eager to pur-
fue the firft idea that arofe, .fhe flew to
borrow from Mrs. Berlinton her poft-chaife
for the next morning, and to fupplicate :
that Mifs Margland would accompany
her to Belfont ;. whence, if fhe miffed«
Mrs: Tyrold, they could eally return the-
-fame day, as the diftance was.not mose than
thirteen miles.

The chaife was readily granted by M
Berlinton, and no regret exprefled: at the
uncertainty of Carhilla whether or not fhe
ﬂlould return ; but Mifs Marglang, though

burning
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burning with curiofity to fee Eugenia as’
Mrs. Bellamy, would not quit town, from
continual expetation of fome news of In-
diana.

At an early hour the following morning;.
and feeling as if fufpended between life and
death, Camilla fet off for Belfont.
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CHAP. II.

Fhe Reverfe of a Ma/lﬂ

T HE plan of Camxlla was tig ftop wubm
twenty yards of the houfe of Bellamy,
and then fend for Molly Mill. But when
the poftillion rang at a bell, her terrour, left
fhe fhould fuddenly encounter Mis. Ty-
rold, made her bid him open ‘the chaife-

. .door, that fhe might get out and walk on,

before he enquired for Molly. But, in
ftepping from the carriage, fhe difcerned,.

over a paling at fome diftance, Eugenla.,
herfelf, alone, flowly walking, and.her head -

turned another way..

Every perfonal, and even every filial idea,.
was. buried inftantly in this fight. The dif-
aftrous ftate of this beloved and unhappy
fifter, and her own recent difcovery of the
worthlefs characer of the wretch who had
betrayed her into his fnares, penetrated her
with an anguith that took thought from all
elfe; and dasting through the great gate,
and thence through a fmaller one, which

opened to the fpot where (be faw her walk- .

ing, the flew to her in a {peechlefs tranfport.
of forrow, folded. her in her arms, and iobp
ked upon her fhoulder.

Starting,
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Starting, {haking, amazed, Eugenia look-

ed at her; - Good Heaven!”’ fhe exclaimed;
“is it my fifter?—1Is it €amilla ?~Do K
indeed, fee one fo dear to me 2 And, too
weak to fuftain herfelf, (he funk, though
not fainting, upon the turf.
. Camilla could not articulate a fyllable.
The horrour fhe had conceived againft Bel-
lamy chilled all attempt at confolation, and
her own mifery which, the preceding mo-
‘ment, feemed to be crufhing the fprings
of life, vanithed in the agonized dfliction
with which fhe felt the: misfortunes of her
fitter.

Eugenia foon recovered, and rifing, and
holding her by the hand, yét feeming to
refufe herfelf the emotion of returning het
embraces, faid, with a faint effort to fmile ;
“ You have furpnﬁd me, 'indeed, my dear
Camilla, and convicted!me to myfelf of my .
vain philofophy. I had thought I fhould
never more be moved thus again. But I
{ee now, the affe@ions are not fo fpeedily
. to be all vanquithed.”

The melancholy conveyed by this ides of ]
believed apathy, in a young creature fo in-
nocent, and but juft dawning into life, {ill
beyond fpeech, and nearly beyond fuffer-
ance, affeCted Camilla, who - hanging over
ber, fighed out : “ My deareft ! - - - dea.rcﬂ‘.
Eugema' :

“ Apd.
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“ And 'what is 1t has brought to me this
unexpefled, but loved fight ¥ Does Mr.
Bellamy know you are here ?

“ No,” fhe anfwered, fhuddering at his
name. . )

Eugenia looked penfive, looked diftrefi~
ed; and cafting down her eyes and hefitat-
ing, with a deep figh faid: “1,- - I have -
not the trinkets for my dear fifter - - - Mr..
Bellamy - - - the ftopt.

Called to her fad felf by this fhock, of
which fhe flrove to reprefs the emotioh, Ca<
milla recolle€ted hex own “ almoft blunted

urpofe,” and fearfully atked if their Mo-
were yet at Belfont,

« Ah, na!” (he anfwered, elalping her
kands, and leaning her head upon her fif<
ter’s neck : “ She is gone ! —Fhe day bes
fore yefterday fhe was with me,~with me
only for one bour !|—yet to pafs with her
fuch another, I think, my dear Camilla,

"would foon lead me where I might learn:

a better philofophy than that I {o vainly
thought I had already acquired here !

Camilla, ftruck with awe, ventured not
even at.an enquiry ; and they both, for
fome little time, walked on in filence.

* ¢ Did fhe name -to you,” at length, irr
broken accents, the afked, «“ did fthe name
to you, my.Eugenia, - - - the poor, ba-
pifhed - - - Camilla ?”

¢« Banifhed ?



CAMILLA. 189

< Banithed ? No. How banifhed ?”
- ¢ She did not mention me ?”’

“ No. She came to me but upon one
fubje@. She failed in her purpofe, - -«
and left me.” ' -
- A figh that was nearly a groan finithed
this fhort little {peech.

“ Ah, Heaven! my Eugenia,” cried
Camilla, now in agony unrefifted, tell me,
then, what paffed! what new difappoint-
ment had my unhappy Mother to fuftain ?
And how, and by what cryel fatality, has it
fallen to yourlot - - - even to yours - - - to
fuffer her withes to fail ?” :

* You know nothing, then,” faid Eu-
genia, after a paufe, “ of her view—her er-
rand hither 7.

¢ Nothing ; but that to fec you could
alone again have torn her from my Fa-
“ther.”

¢ Blefled may the be !” cried Eugenia,
fervently, “ and rewarded where rewards are
juft, and are permanent !” ~

Camilla zealoufly. joined' in the prayer,
yet befought to know if fhe might not be
informed of the view to which fhe alluded ?

.% We muft go, then,” faid Eugenia,
“ into the houfe; my poor frame Is yet
feebler than my mind, and I cannot fupport
it unaided while I make fuch a relation.”

Camills
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Camilla affrighted, now gave up her re-
queft ; but the generous Eugenia would not
Yeave herin fufpenfe. They went, there-
fore, to a parlour, where, fhutting the doors
and windows, fhe faid, “ I muft be con-

. cife, for both our fakes; and when you un-
derftand me, we muft talk inftantly of othec
things.” :

Camilla could give.-only a tacit promife;

- but her air thewed fhe would hold it as fa-
cred as any bond.
<« Theideawhich brought to me thisinefti-

- mable Parent, and which brought her, at 2
moment when fhe knew me to be alone
-+ - Camilla | how fhall I {peak it ? It was
to. exonerate me from my vows, as forced !
to annul all my engagements, as com-
pulfatory ! and reftore me again --- 0,
Camilla! Camilla! to my Parents, my
Sifters, my Uncle, my dearly-loved
Cleves! _

- She gaped almoft convulfively; yet
though Camilla nqw even conjured her to
fay no more, went on: *“ A propofal fuch

“as this, prefled upon me by one whofe pro-
bity and honour hold all calamity at nought,
if oppofed to the moft minute deviation
from right—a propofal fuch as this - - - ah!
let me not go back to the one terrible half
inftant of demur! It was heart-rendiag, it
. ' : was
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avas killing ! I thought myfelf again in thé
. bofom of my loved tamily !-— '

“ And is it {o utterly impoflible? And -
can it not yet be effeted? -

“ No, my dear Sifter, no! Thé horri-
ble fcenes 1 muft go through in a public.
trial for fuch a purpofe—the folemn vows
1 muft fet afide, the reiterated promifes
I muft break, no, my dear Sifter, no!
- --And now, we will fpeak of this no
more.” ’ _

Camilla knew too well her firmnefs, her
enthufiafm to perform whatever fhe con-
ceived ‘to be her duty, to enter into any
conteft. “¥Yet to fee her thus felf devoted,
where even her upright Mother, and pious
Father, thofe patterns of refignation to
every heaven-infli¢ted {orrow, thought her
ties were repealed by the very villainy which
had formed them, {eemed more me-
lancholy, and yet- harder for fubmiffion
than her firft feizare by the worthlefs Bel-
lamy. o

« And how bore my poor Mother - - «
my poor tnfortunate Mother! deftined
thus to woes of every fort, though from
<hildren who adore her! how bore the the
deprivation of a hope that had urged her fo
far?” o ' ~

¢ Like herfelf ! nobly ! wher. once it
was decided, and fhe {aw ghat though, upon

‘ certain
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certain avowals, the law might revoke my
plighted faith, it could not. abrogate the
{cruples of my confcience. She thinks them
overftrained, but fhe knows them to be fin-
cere, and permitted them, therefore, to
filence her.  Unfit to be feen by any others,
fhe hurried then away. And then, Ca-
milla, began my triall Indeed I thought,
when fhe had left me, - - - when my arms
no more embraced her honoured knees, and
neither her bleflings nor her forrows foothed
or wounded my ears, I thought I might
defy all evil to affault, all woe to afflict me
ever again ! - that my eyes were exhaufted of
every tear, and my heart was emptied of
all power of future feeling, I feemed fud-
denly quite hardened ;—-—transformed I
thought to ftone, as fenfelefs, as immova-
ble, and as cold !”

The fenfations of Camilla were all fuch as
fhe durft not utter; but Eugenia, aflum-
ing fome compofure ;- added, * Of this and
of me now enough—f{peak, my dear Sifter,
of yourfelf. How have you been enabled
to come hither? And what could you mean
by faying you were banithed ?”’

“ Alas! my deareft Eugenia, if my un-
happy fituation is unknown to you, why
fhould I agitate you with new pain? my
Mother, I find, {pared you ; and not only
you, but me—though I have wrung her

, ] heart,
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heart, tortured it by a fight nevérito be'obe:
literated from her memory—(kie wéuld not -
rob me of my beloved fifter’s regard ;' not
even name me, -left the alteted téne ‘of her-
voice thould make you fay, Of what Camijlla
does my Mother fpeak 7 e e b

+ Eugenia, with -earneft- -wonder; begged’
an explanation; but when Cdmilla found
her wholly uninformed: of the Hiftory'of
their' Father’s -confiiiement, “fhe ~redoiled!
from-giving: her fuch a (hoek :- yet” having’
- gone: tao:far entirely‘to tecdde, ‘the ‘tefted’
her accpunt. upon the debts, and'ithe deals!
ings with a ufurer § both f{ufficientlyi répugl’
" nant to the frictnefsldnd rioblencf. HF.Mrbf:
Tyrald, to- feem ample jufkification- of bée!
difpleafure. S en lfZIL)
~ Eugenialenteréd into the diftreffes of herd
fifter as’ if 1exempt- herfelf from all’ fuffér-] -
ing : and Camilla, thus commiferating and1
commiferated, knew not haw {6 teaf hera
félf away ; forthough'. Eugeria prefled tiot?
her ftay, fhe. turned: pale, whén:a doori
openéd, a clock. firuck, erany thing-feethbd
te-prognofticateia. feparation, - ... il
- c.Atlength, however,ithe!iftehels' 6P thi>
day, forced moge. réfolutidny But'whéh CaJ?
milla then rang to give orders for the cat?
riagie,” £he fooffan faid it had been‘gone -
more, than two hours.| Bhe poftillion; be-
iplg. left, without _ahy.direCtions, - thought-it-
VOB V. K conve-
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convesient-to- fuppofe, he was done with ;
and knowing Camilla had no authority,

apd his, lady no inclination to chide him, - \
hpd gnven m her llttle packef, and dnven

Far from repxnmg at this mixture of im-
pertinence- and ;carélefine(s, Camilla would
have qelowed in a0 accident that feemed
to invite her {tay, had not her fifter feemed
morg, ftartled: than pleafed by it. - She beg--
ged, t_.heneforq:, shat a poft chaife might be
ordered ; and Molly Mill, the anly
to whosn the miftrefs of the houfe appcarqd
willing :ton fpeak, rateived the commiffion.
At fight of Camila, Molly bad cried' bit-
terly, and beginning « O Mifg!—" feemed
entering into fome lamentation and detail 5
but Eugenia, checking “her, half whif
pered : “ Good Mol.‘!y. Temember what you
P"On]&d "l .

When: Mouy «k:ame bwck, the faid- that
there:were nor horfes at Belfont, and would
be nane, till the next morning. '

The fifters involuptarsly congratulated one
another upon thjs aceident, :though they ye--
ciprocated a 4gh, that tomeceffity alone
they fhould ‘bwe- &hen' lcnghmud mter- -
courfe.

., But, my- dear mx{’crcfs,” -cried Molly, -
« theres a lad that I kmow wvery well, for:
1 a.lwayﬁ fec.-hun_ whea:lgo of an md

s
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that’s going 'toSalifbury; and -he fays he
waft goithrough Etherington, iaad if you've
any thing you:want 1o fend he'l]l take it for
you ; ‘and he can briag any thing back, fot
. he dhall* be here agam to-morrow," for he

g 0es M ”

~Bagéaia, . fehdmg away Molly, ﬁtd .
« Wiy thould you not'{sizé fuch an:sppor-
tqnity to sddsefs-n few lines torout deat
Mother ?' I .niay. then have:the fatisfa&ion
to fee her anfwer; and if, - - - as I can-
not, u{l‘)t -fhe tells you to return home
withi Margland ;—for fhe wil pot, I
am fure, lot you travel about alone ; —what
&_relief Will it e to ie® to  kndwv. the dif-
trefiks of my belowed fifker ave. termindted |
¥ fhall paint your meeting in-tny * mind’s
¢ye,” fee you again -reﬂored to the funthine
of her.fondnefs, and wild away my. {olitary
tangoor with reveriesi far - more “foothi
than afty -that 1. h:we m exparmnced
 Belfom.” . e
. Cammilla embraced her genemus Siﬁer;
and always readiel for what was’ fpeedieft,
wrote and fent off thefe hhes, durc&ed

.
eer at, It

T 70 Mf: Tynpnn

. T:canaot’ eontinue ﬁlem yqt o whom
may I addrefs myfelf ? -1 dare not apply to -
1 K2 my
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my Fither—mEncompaifled thh all the.gnilt
with whiclr jmprudencc dould - enfnaxes\tm;
ny -courage is gone with ‘my happinefs !

which way may I then turn?- In pity:tea
wretched fifter, O drop at-the feet!'of ‘HER
Idurft not name, but whom I’ revere,. if
poffible, evet more thair,I have offended,
this fmall and humble: memotiab of my’ i
happy rexiftencéi—my spesténge, - my; -fups
plication, my' mdefcnbablo, hoogh mertted
angul[h' -l bxu P T T

CAMH,LA

. '}-’..A/’ (.' 15 P G
. Could thc twq fters; evtmmxth:s e
lancholy fate, ‘hive continued together,
they - felt that yet from tender {ympathy,
confolation- might revifit their bofoms.
The. day-:clofed in; but they could not
beat o, part; and though, from hour:td

our,: they pronoynced an: agieu, they.: ftifl
fat on, talked on, and found a balm.in theif
reftored intercourfe, fo healing and fo fwcet,,
that the fun, .though :they' hailed not :its
beams, rofe while they were, yet repeating
Good Night I

They then thought it too late to retire,
mutually agreeings with shéw. tnuch Ereater
facility they might recover their loft reft,
than an oppertunity fuch as- thls fot undxf-
turbed convcrﬁitloh R

Every
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- ‘Every minute of this endearing contmerce
made feparation feem harder ; and the an~
- fwer for which they warted from Ethering- - -
- ton, anxioufly and fearfully as it was ex-
pected, fo wiled away the minutes, that it
was noon;, 4mdiino chaife.:had been or-
déred, whép they heard- onc(drwmg up to
thedoufe.. . . .- o .o

Alarmcd they liftened to know what it
portended... "« Mr.- Bellamy;” - faid Eu-
genia, 1n a low mlc¢, <" hardiy. ever comes
home at this hour.”

* Cin it be 'my' Mother. hcrﬁ:lf ? crted
C'amt}la TN I T

"Inla few mmutes, howcver, Eugenia
looked pale, ¢ "Tis. his ftep!” fhe whil-
pered ; and - prcfently Bellamy opened the.
door. R I A

Qbhged to- acknow\edge hls entrance,
Camilh arofe ;- but: her parched lips and
clamry mouth malle -her foel as if his fight
had given heér a fever; and the attempted
‘not to force any fpeech. ¢
. He:did not feem furprifed at feeing her,
afked how fhe did, rather.cavalierly.than
eivilly ;; rang the bell and gave various
erders ; addreflfed fcarccly a. word to his
wife, .and walked, whiftling about the
room. .
"A change fo grofs and quick from the
ebtequwus Bellamy, -Camilla had.hitherto
1 o K 3 : {een,
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feen, was beyond even her worft expedia~
tions, and-the conceived as low an opinion
of bis underftanding and his manners as of
his morals.

Eugenia kept her eyes rivetted to ‘the
ground ; and though fhe tried; from time
to time, fo.fay fomething to them both
evidently required her utmoft fortitude to
remain in thé room. :

At length; « Mifs Camilla,” he faidg
“ L-fuppofe. you: know Mxﬁ Margla.nd is
gone ?”’

- % Gane! whitheér P-—-how gonn 27

“ Why home. That is to her home, a3
fhe thinks it, Cleves. She fct off this.
morning with the light.” . '

Camilla, aftonifhed, was now called forthy
from- her taciturnity ; “ What poffibly,™
the eried, *“ can bave induced :this fudden~
journey ? Hads my untle fent for hec ?”

“ Na;. your uncle has nothing to-do
with rt. She had a letter laft night from:
Mrs. Macderfey, with one enclofed for Sin
Hugh, te begj -pardon and fo forth ; and
this morning; the {¢ét off to carry it.”

Camilla was confounded: - Why - Mafs
Marghnd had:not, at leaft, called at Bel~
font to enguire if (he would praceed withy
her, was beyond all her conjecture.

Saon after, - Bellamy’s -fervant came in
um,h a lcmr,for Camilla, wiuch. bad . azta

rived .
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rived after (e 1bfe-town, shd was given to
*him by Mrs. Berlinton’s - btitler: %ﬁc re-
tired into the fiext room:toTead it;’ wh‘crc,
to her great confternation, the found it wis
from ‘Jacob, and had been written the day
of Mr. Tyrold’s arrett, though as it was
feat by a private hand, it had only now ar-
rived. " Things going,” he faid, « fo bad
« at Cleves, on account of:fé many misfor-
* tunes, his mafter was denying himfif all
¢ his.matural comforts, and in paxft?cular be
““.had fent to un-order a new pipe of Mz.
* deira, faying, he- would go without!;
* though, as Mils might remember; it was
< the very wine the doctérs had’ ordered
“:for -his ftomach. This all the fervants
* had taken fo to heart, that they had re-
* folved to buy it among ’em, and get it
¢ privately laid in, and netlet his honour
“.know but what it was always the fame,
«.till he had drunk fo much he could ‘not
“ help himtelf. For this; they were to
*join, according to their wages or favings.
“ Now L,” fays Jacob, * being; by his gud
“ honnur’s genrofty, the ritchit ammung
<« ys, fur my kalhng, wants to do the moft,
< after’ nixt to the¢ buttlur and huﬂupptr 3
¢ fo, der Mifs, awl I've gut beng:in the
“ funs, witch I cant fil out withowt Ids, if
“ you can lit me hav the munny- fus. the
<. hurs, without ullconvenince, tit MifsGény
K .4 ¢ that
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. that was can pay ity I fhul be mutch
. obbleggd, poor Mifs-Geny nut-havving of
“ a: fardin, witch wil be a gret fevur ta,
(1] Madﬂl‘, )

.“ Yut humbbel f'un ent til deth™
e JACCUB MoRrp.’

0 A
f et

) So touchmga mark of the fond gratitude
-of the Cleves’ fervants to their kind mafter,
.mmgled tendernefs, in defiance of all hor-
.Jour,.in the tears of Camilla; but her total
Inability to fatisfy the juft clalms of Jacob,
fince now her refource even.in Eugenia
failed,. with the grief of either defeating his
wo:thy proje@; or making it laftingly hurt-
ful:to.him, was amongft the fevereft ftrokes
.which had followed her ill advifed fchemes.
To proclqlm fuch an additional debt, was-a
Ihame from .which fhe fhrunk ; yet.to fly
lmmedmely tq Cleves, and try to foothe her
opprefled. upcle, was an idea that ftill
feemed gifted with fome power to foothe
,herfclf ~-Whither.indeed elle could fhe now
9.2 the had no longer either carriage or
' prq;eé;treis in town; and what fhe-gathered
‘of the:re pdmifGon of ‘Bellamy to Grafve-
nqu‘-fquarc, from his account of Mifs Marg-
~land, magle ‘the cautions and- opinions of
Edgar burﬁ qu cibly upon her mind, to.im-
, pede,

-

\n A - S
‘iLag
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pede, thotigh méft mournfully,- all future
return to l\%rs Berlinton. = °

'« Ah Edgar !” fhe cried, “ had I trufted
you as 1 ought, from the-moment - of your
genercus declaration—~had my confidence
been as firm n 'yout kindnefs as in your hot
nour, what mifery had I been faved:! -

" Thefe" regrets - were, ‘as ufual, refurhing
tHeir-abforbing powers ;—for all other evils
feemed fluQuating, but here mifery was
ftationary; when the voice of Bellamy;
fpeaking harfhly to his unhappy wife, made -
hér ‘conclude” him not - awate he'was-over-
heard, an&"force herfelf back:to the parlour.
‘But-his inattentibr ypon her return was'fo
near rudenefs, that fhe foon felt convinced
"Mrs; Berlinton® had agquainted him with
“<her remonftrances and ill opinion : he feemed
1r guilty fear of lettihg her ¢onverfe éven a
moment with Eugenia; and prefently,
_though with an air of pretended uncon-
cern, faid: “ You have no commands for
the chaife I came in; Mifs Camilla ?

¢“ No, Sir, -~ ~-- What: ‘chaife? - - =
Why ? = - - She ftammered.

- It’s difficult fometimes to get one at
this place ; and thefe horfes are very frefh. I
bid them ftay till they atked you.”

This was fo palpable a hint for her to
depart, that fhe could not but anfwer fhe
would make ufe of it, when fhe had taken

b leave
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leave of her fifter; whom fhe: now looke.d
at with emotions neat defpair a¢ her fate,
and with difficulty refirained even 1ts moft
unbridled exprefions. But Bellamy kept
clofe, and no-private conference could take
place. Eugenia merely {aid : “ Which way,
my.dear fifter, thalf yougo?”’ .

%} < <. 1 am not fixed==to = - - to
. Clcves, I believe,” anfwered fhe, not: kuow-
ing herfelf what to determine.

“ ] am very glad of it,”. fhe rephed,
.« for the f{ake of my poor—-” fhe found
her voice faulter, and did not pronouace
“ uncle;;” but added,  as Mifs Masgland
has already left London, I think you, right
to go thither at once.’

They then embraced tenderly, but parted
without any. further fpeech, and fhe fet off,
rather mechanically than deﬁgpedly, for
: Cleves' . :

SR
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'éﬁhm-nn
|

du'w Ifzewqf an oM Manﬁofr

CuM‘n.LA, for fome t%me; beftowed nd
thotight upon what e was doing, n

" whither Elc was going. A fcene fo dread

ful as that the now quttted and'“a éharac-

ter of fuch utter unworthinefs, as- that with'

which her fifter for life was tied, abforbed'

hct’ faculties, and nearly broke her heatt, : :

When flic flopt, however; at: Bagfhot*’
for: freth hotfes, the Mlgatm of ‘gvihg
dire@ions to others, made kér. think ‘of
herfelf ;- and, bewildered: with uncertamty’
whetler the- ftep fhe Yook weére right or
wrong, fhe regretted (he had not, at leaft,
defired toftay till the anfwir ardved frem
Etherington. - .- Yet-:her-: jourtey- had: the‘
fan&tion of Eugenia’s concurrence; ahdl
Eugenia feeméd:to her éracular.-

- When.flye. came- upon’ the..crofs. read:
leadmg fromy Winchefer to Cleves; andfelts
het quitk -approach-to the fpot {o-Rived yet:
diewded, -the lvorfes feensed - to- heér to- Byt
Tiventy times.fhe called out po the driver:
not: to-hurry whods often affuydd Ker thes
bad roade preyented any: hafts ;t Yhe ‘wadited!
m&ﬁmﬂﬁmequWmmgknGMﬁx?b

or
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for every emergence ; but fhe could fuggeft
none for any. She was now at the feet of
her Mother, now kifling the hands of her
Father, now embraced again by her fond"
uncle ;—and "pow.. rejected by them all.-
But while her fancy was at work alternately:
to- foathe and to tosture her; the. parls
lodge ‘met her eyes, with Rill ne :efolu;xon -
taken.” - .

Vehcmently (he ftopt the. chaxfe; o
drive-in through the park would call a ge-
neral attention, .and fhe wifhed, ere. her
arrival - were, annotinced, to confult _alone
with Lavipia, She #efolved, therefore,:to
get out of the carriage, and run; by a pri—,
vate, path, to a fmall door at the back ofs
the houfe, whence fhe could glide-to the
cl&ambcr commonly appropmtcd to +her-
fifter. .

She told tbe pofhlhon to waif, and z\hght-
ing, walkcd quick aad, fearfully towards tbe
lpdge..

She paffed tbrough the park gatc for
foot, paflengers. without.-notice, fram the
porter, It was twilight. - She faw no one;’
and rejoiced in the: geneml vacancy. Tremb-
l;ng, but :with ' ccletity, : fhe, ¢ fkitymed,”
LKe her celebratedt, pame-{dgke, the turf ;- :
apd aanoyed only by :the .thadows, of the
tices, which all, as. firft they caught: her
eye, feemed the precurfors of the“.approaﬁ

Gt [HERY
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of Mirs. Tyrdld, - {peedily reached. the man<
fion : but when fbe came to the little door:
by which flc: meant to onter, fhe. found. 16
faftened.

,To. the frontideor fhe durft not 80, fronv
the numerous chances by which fhe might
furprife fome of the family in the hall :.and
to'prefent herfeif at the.fervant’s:gate would
have an.appearance degrading; and cla.ndeﬁ
tine. .

She recollected, at laft, thc fath- door
of a bow-window belonging«o a room that
was never occupied but in fummer. . Thi=
ther the went,. and knowing the -fpring 'hy
which it could be opened on tbe outﬁde,
Jet herfelf-mto the houfe. .. -

. With fteps not to be heard, and fcarcely
breathing, fhe.got thence into a long:ftone
paflage, -whence . fhe-:meant -to mouat the
back ftairse . .00 oL T

. - She-was relieved. by not- mcctmg any one
in: the. way, though furprifed to hear no
foot-fteps-apout the houfe, and no vonccs
from any. of the apartments... :

- Cautioufly: fhe went. on,. lookmg round
-apeyery. ftep, to ayoidany fuddenencounter;.
but.'wheh fhe.-camé. to dbe . bed-chamber
gallery,. the faw that the ‘doafiof ‘the 3 room:
of Sir Hugh was wide open. .« :

‘It was,poffible he might be in. 1t~ fhe:
had not courage .to pafs; “her fight, thus.

RENIEY unpreparcd
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unpeepated, after ‘{0 many beavy. evils;-
mught. b too affc&ing foc his weak frame. -
She turned fhart round, and_entered & large

apartment at the head of the ftairs, called«
the bithard room; wliere {he: vefolved: to -
wajt and mtch erefhe ventumd any fur-

ther.

T Its afpe®: was to thc'front ofthe houfe ; -
the ftole gently to a window, whence:the

thought the melancholy of her ‘own mind

pervaded the park. None of her uncle’s

horfes were in f*3ht ; no one was pafling to

aod fro ; and fhe looked vainly even for the-
houio—dog who ordmmly patrolled before -
‘the manfion.

She ventured to. bend forwardor, to take
a view of the fide wings; thefe, however,
prefented not:any. fight . muore exhilarating.
Nothing. was in motion, no ane was vifible,
ot even a fire blazed chearfulnefs.

. She next ftrove to catch a-glance of the
wmdows belonging-to the.chamber. of Eus
gesias bat her figh, though fad was with~
out furprife to. fee:.thsir. thutters ..fhut.
Thafe of Indiama. too, were clofed. But
decper flill was bes figh, finep mingled:
~ with-. {elf-reproach, . to..perceive -her - owni
chamber allb.fhut up. . Alks!”:the cried,,
“ my poor uncle confiders uy alli a3 dead
to him'!* the durft not leaw fufliciently
fmmd: tn emm the drwgmgcmonl,l c::

whi

t -
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which ﬂmconcludcd ths family ;
but the obfcrwed, th‘h wondr.r, thatgven.the
library was not open, though it-was fill.tep
light for candless. and Dr., Qrkborne, who
uff:ually fat' there, from the forgetfulnefs
of application, was. the laft to dcmangl
them. -

The.fear of dxﬁ:overy was now oombated
by an apxiety to fee. fome one,—any one,~
and fhe returned to the.paffage. All there
was ftill- quiet, and -fhe hazarded. gliding
paft the open door, though without daring
to look into the room 3 but when the came
to the ‘chamber of Lavinia, whlcb. the
foftly entered, all was dark, and it was

-evidently not in prefent ufe. . |

This was truly diftrefsful. She concluded
her fifter was returned to Etherington, and
knew not to whom to apply for counfel or
mediation. -She-no longer,; howeyer, feared
meeting her parents, who certainly had not

made her fifter quit Cleves withogt them~

felves; and, after: a little hefitation,. relying
upon the ewer-fure lenity of her undle, the
. determined . to: caft herfelf ypon his kind-~
pafss but firfl-to fend in @ (hart t;otn, to
_avptd giving him any furpufex S
- She seturned down: the gallery, meanmg
to apply for pen and ink to the fisft perfon
Shecould find: ao loager,- howexer, quite
, fo cautxous, fhe ftopt nos4. tbn chamb:rf

t
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of i Hugh; and convinced'by the ‘fiillne
it 'was ethpty, ‘could hot tefift ﬁeppmg mto
‘the appartment. -

* Ttlooked défporled and forfaken No&
thing was in its wontéd order ; his favourite
-guns hung'net over thechmmcy-ptece i the
corners of the room were emptied of his
fRicks ;" Ris* great chair wis ih'a new place ;
no cufhiohs for his'‘dogs Were near‘the fire’;
the bedftead was naked. -

--She now felt’ petnﬁed ﬂme fonk on'the -
floor, to ¢jaculate-a- prager for ihis | fafcty*,
‘but kneWw not- How ta'rife agair for terréur;
‘nor whiclr way ‘nextlto' tum, nor what even
torconjefture.: -
~ Thus fhe rema‘ned ‘tfﬂ fufpan{'e grew
worfe than certainty, and fhe forced: herfelf
from the room to-feekifome- *eXplanatron. :
She defcended 'the Fairs: witledimott eqial
apprehenf ion of meeting™hity one’ or' feemg ,
‘no oné. The ftone-paffige wad oW nea
dark: It' was alway$ the firft "part- of the
‘houfe-that had becn lighted; as.its windows- .
‘wére- firiall'and high but no prreparaﬁorfs
‘were novw- making_ for - thatpuspéfe.:: -She
- Gyert to ‘the Houlk-Keepér's rdoih‘ wﬂich
was at the foot of: the ftairsyhe ha{d‘de-
Acended. « The door! was Hukyand thé dould
‘not-‘open- it. - She! tried “tepeatedly, ‘ibut
‘vainlys:to-be heard:by fofk : ‘taps aud wﬁif-
,permgs ; Ho-oke-anfweéred. - < -

Amazed
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Amazed, ‘confounded, fhe.turned 'ﬂowly
another away ;' not a foul was in fight, not
a found within hearing. Every thing looked
defolate, all the famtly feemed: to be’ va-
nifhed.

Infenfibly, yet irrefiftibly, fhc now movcd.
-on-towagds the ‘drawing-room. She'hefi-
tated whether or not to enter. She liftened,
She Hoped ‘to catch the vaice of her uncle:
.but all was inviolably ftill. - :

This was the only place of affembling in
the -evenipg; but her uncle mlght have
.dropt afleep, and .(he would not.harard
fartling: him with . her-. prefence, ." She
would foohcrlgo to -the halbat; once,.and
.bé¢ announced 10 the common way by a
Jfervant,

But what was her aﬁomﬁuhent in. eommg
'to the hall,’ to find - neither fervant, light,
nor fire:? and the marbie pavement covered
.with _trupks,. packing, mats, ftraw,. rapes,
and boxes? TFerrified apd aftonifhed, fhe -
thought herfelf walking in her fleep.- She
could combine no: ideas, either good or
.bad, ‘to acceunt far- fuch: a fcsne, and
{b¢ looked at lt bewxldcrcd and increduo-
Jous. :

i After a long hcﬁtaﬂon, fpent in wonde:
ra.tbcr than. thought, fhe at length deter-
mmed to enter the brcakfaﬁ-parlour; and ,
rmg the bell : when the diftant found of a

D i carriage,

e ——— -
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carriage, that.was joft entering she park,
made her fhut herfelf into the room, haf-
tily, but fikently., .

It advanced rapidly; the trembled rt
was furely, fhe thought, her Mother.
. When' it. drove.up to the portico, and
-fhe. heartl the: houfe-bell :ring, the inftine-
.tively barred her.door 3. but finding no -one
:approach'to. the calf, while the bell was
impatiently re-rung, her- ftrong emetions
of expetation. were taking her' again into
‘the.hall, when as her hand was upon:the
Jock. of the door, a light ghmmered through.
the key hole.. . Skeheard fome ﬂep; advankt~
.ing, .and: precipstatély drew-back..: - o
= The bhalk.doos: was. pow. opened, and a.
man enquired for 4 young lady jult come:
ﬁDm.Alrcsfm'd. '

“ Thaerels: no younglﬂdy’hcw'am al,y

| mmhc anﬁner:, i the voice of ifacobu

Finding it only her ows driver, the ven:-
tered ous ; crying; « O Jacob ! whereis my
dear uncled”

Jacob was, at firft, mcapable of all an--
fwer through: furprife at hen ftrange appear--
ance ;. :but then faid, “ O. Mifs- Camilla'!
you'll go. nigh to break iur ‘good heart

ut how you've.
got into the houfe is what I can't guefs;;
dbut [ with, for my poor. maﬁers fake, it

- had been before acw 1”?

e e K H.orrour
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Horrour crept: through- every vem 'of Ca»
milla, in the: explamtion (he awdited of this
fearful myftery. .-She made a motioa to the
driver to flay, returned back to the par-
lour, aond beckoned, for-fhe could not
fpeak, to Jacob to follow her. :

“When he came, and fhutting the dbor,
was beginning a diffufe lamentation, eagem-
nefs to avert lengthened fufpenfe recovered
her veice, and fhe paffionately exclaimed
¢ Jacob! i two words, where is my um»
cl*e 1—Is he well ?”.

# Why, yes, Mifs' Camilla, conﬁdermg

=" "he began; but Camilla, . whofe fears
had been fatal, . incerrupted. han wath- for-
vent thankfgiving, till (he was called back
from joy by the following words: ~ -

. “ He’s gone away, Mils Camilla! gone
Lord knows where !. given. upall hus grand
houte-keeping, turned off almoft ail hispoor
fervants, antl is going to live, hie fays, in
. fome littie lodging, till'be can ferape toge-
ther wherewithal to pay off every thing for
your. papa P’ '
. Ay thundersbolt : that' hadw inftantly - de-
firayed: her, would gratefully +have been re-
xeived] in.preferente. to this tpeech,. by C-
milla, who, cafting up her hands and. eyes,
exclaimed : “ Then am I the moft -detefta~
‘ble,. as well as thie moft wretched of human
beiugs L My Father I have imprifoned !—

my
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any Uncle I havé: tumed: from his: hdufe
and bole I~and! for thee; O my Mos=
ther l=this is the reception I have pre-
pared I o o e g v

- 1Jacab tried to confole her ; but his'ac-

count was only added torture. | .
~ The very inftant' he told her, rthat his
- mafter had received the news of the arreft of
Mr. Tyrold, -te determined upon- this vios
lent plan; and though the fo {peedy re-
leafe; through'the generofity of Mr. Weft=
wyn, had exceedingly calmied:his firft emasr-
tions, he would’ not change lus purpofe, and
pretefied he would never indulge himfelf in
peace nor comfort more, :till he had cledred
off their joint'debts; of which he attmbuted
the whole-fault to himfelf, from having lived
ap to’ the very verge of his: yearly: income,.
‘when he ought,: he faid, ‘confidering there
‘were.fo many young people; to -have al-
ways kept a, few odd-fums at 'hé&nd-for. ac-
cidents. “ We all did whdt wé- could,”™
-continued Jacob, “ to put him off from
fuch a thing, but all to no purpofe; but:
ifyyou’d ‘beeri here, Mifs Camilla, you'd
‘have dome imore with him- thao.all of .us
-put together: but he called Mifs Liavinia
and.dll-of us up to him, and fad.to.us, I
-won’t have nobody tell this- tei my poor

ditade girl, -meaning you, Mifs. Camilla, till

. Pyve
Yt -
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Tve- got fomewhere fettlel and :comfortas
ble ;. hecaufe of her kiod heart, (ays.he,” >
Tendernefs {o partial, at fo (uffering'an
inftapt, alntoft :kijled Csmxlla. “0 Ja-
cob,” the cried; * where is naw .my deac
gerlerous ungle 2 Jywill follow him .in this
chaile (tulhing out as -(he_{poke). [ will.be
his [esivant, bis.purfe, and ancud:hxm from/
mgraipg o mght 17 - - - o 01 00

She :hurried: mto the carnp.ge as.- fhe
fpokey and -Lade him give directions td the
poftillion. ;. But;when ihe heard:heiwds, at
prefent;i. phly- at Ethe:iagten,, whence . he
was (eefking g:new abode, Derhead droop‘cde
and (he furlt into tears. . - il sl of

Jacob remajned, he i;zxid, ~,~alonc_,.fo' take.
care of all the things, and to fhcw the place
to fuch as, might.come. ..

‘Mifs Margland ‘had been'’. at - the houfc
abourthseechours g0 and. had met Bir
Hugh;.who: hag: come: ver, . to: give.direc-!
tions about: what; he would havepacked upy -
and he bad read .a lettér from Mifs Indy
that was, arid had forgiven her ; (but he was
fore vexed Mifs, Margland bad. come with~
out Mifs Camitla ; only fhefaid Mifs /Ga-.
mila, was at Mis.. - Bellamyls, »and-Thevdids
not call, becaufe fhe thought -it, wonld. be
better to go back again, and fee more
about Mifs Indy, and fo bring Mifs Ca-

milla next time; {o fhe wheedled his maf-
ter
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ter to fpare Mcha:ﬁnfam sand-let her go
off ‘dire@lly so° fottle clnng tol Mafs
lndy’s miady’ . -
Camilla now rcpentcd {he ha;i not re-
mmed to Mis. Berlinton’s, there, notwith-
fanding:all.obje&ions, to have waited her
recall ;' ﬂncerthere her parents ftill beheved
har;: Cand thence, -under the prote@ion <of
Mifs Margland, they would iti alb probabi-
kty fummon her. To prefent herfelf, after
this barbarous.aggravation of the calamities
fhe had- caufed, undemanded and unfor-
given.at Etherington; (he thought imhpoffi-
ble, ;and. (lse refolved to return to Belfont,
to fee there if her an{wer.from Lavinia con-
tuined any new direCtions ; if not, to again
to Liondon, and await final commands;
without liftening ever more to 2ny hopes,
projedts, or judgments of her own. -
Befeeching the ‘werthy Jacob: to pardon
ker non-payment, with-every kind affurance
that her uncle thould know all his goodnefs,
fhe told the poftillion to take her to Belfont.
He could go no further, he faid, and that
but a foot ‘pace, thant ) Alresford. Jacob
masvelled, but bleffed her, and Camills,
ejaculating; = Adien, dear happy Ck.wes"’
was: dnmout of@hé pMk

‘ )

1
*

. L . t
L O R
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CHA?. IV,

4 Lap Rejburfe

To .ﬂ:ave thus a- fpot: w'ncre (he had

experienced - fuch felicity 3 "to “fee it
naked and forlorny defpoiled of its hofpi-
tafity, bereft of its mafter,—afl its faithful
ald fervants unrewarded difmiffed; in gif~
grace to have re-entered: its. pales, and in
terfour to quit -them:—to fly even the.
indulgent Father, whbfe, ‘tendernefs had
withftood every evil with which < etrour
and impradence could affil him; fét her
- now all at war with herfelf, and gave her
fenfations'almoft maddening. She reviewed
her own condd&® without mercy; dnd
though mifery after mifery had followcd
every failing, all her fufferid %s ‘appearcd
light-to her repentant fenfe of her crimi-
mality ; for as crimimal alonie, the ‘could
confider what had mﬂn&cd rmstortunes upon
perfons [o exemplaty. -

She arrived at Alresford - fo late, with’
the return horfes, that' fhe.was' forted to
order a room there for the night, -

- Though too much .occupied td weigh
well her lonely and 1mproper fitudtion, at
an mn, and at’ fuch hours; "fhe was too

uneafy
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uneafy to go to bed, and too miferable
for fleep. She fat up, without attempt-
ing to read, write, or erhploy herfelf, pa-
troling her chamber in mournful rumi-
nation. A
- Nearly as foon as it was light, the pro-
ceeded,- and arrived- at the houfe of Bel-
lamy as the fervants were opening the win-
dow=thutters: ,
Fearfully fhe atked who was at home; and
hearing only their miftrefs, fent for Molly
Mill, and enquired for the anfiver from
Etherjngton; but_the Jad had not yet
brought any. .She-.begged her to run ‘to
the'ipn, to know what had detained him ;
and theo, ordering the chaife to wait, went.
to her ffter. )
. Eugenia was gen‘tli rejoiced to fee- her,
hough evidently with encreafed perfonal
unhappinefs. Camilla would fain have fpared
ger' the hi,{’gory of the defertion of Cleyes;,
ut it was an a& that in its own_ nature.
muft be public ;.and fhe had.no other way
to account for her fo {peedy. return,
" Eugenia heard it with the moft pjercing:
affliGion ; -and, in the fulnefs of -her heart,
from this hew blow, acknowledged the ra~
pdcity of Bellamy, and the barbarity with.
which he nqw,,{crupled not to.avow the

fordid motiyes of his marriage ;. cruelly la-.

fnenting the extfeme fimplicity) with, which
S , " fhe

v
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fhe had betn beguiled into a belief of the
fincerity -and wiolence of his attachment.
“ For .myfelf, however,” fhe continued,
“ I now ceafe to murmur. How can mis-
fortune, perfonally, cut me deeper? But
with pity, indeed, I tbunk of a.new vic-
tim !”

She then put into hér fifter’s- hand a
written paper fhe had picked up the .pre-.
ceding evening in her room, and which,
baving no diretion, and being in the hand-
writing of Mrs. Berlinton, fhe had thought
was a former note to herfelf, accidentally
dropt : but the firft line undeceived her.

‘¢ Iyleld at length, O Bellamy, ‘to the
« ¢loquence of your friendfhip ! on Friday,
¢ —at one o'clock, I will be. thered—as you
«“ appoint |”

Camilla, almoft pttnﬁed read the lines.
She knew better than her fifter the plan:to
‘which this was the confent ; which to have
been given after her reprefentations and ur-
gency, appeared. fo utterly unjuftifiable,
that, with equal grief and indigmation, the
gave up this unhappy friend as wilfully loft ;
and her whole heart. recoiled »from ever
again entering her doors, . . .

:Retracing, nevcrthelefs, hér many amxablc
qualities,_fhe knew not how, without furs
ther effort, to leave her to her.threatening
fate ; and “determined, at all sifks, to put
.. "VOL. V. L her
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her into the hands of her brother, whofe
timely knowledge of her danger might
zefcue her from public expofure, She wrote
therefore the following note.:

9o Freprrick Meimonn, Efj.

< Watch and i'ave;-—or you will lofe your
fifter.
« C.T.”

" His addrefs, from frequently hearing it,
was familiar to her; and to give force fo.
her warning, fhe ritked the ‘initials of her
own pame: :

~ The repugnance, neverthelefs, to going
again to Mrs. Berlinton, pointed out no

\

new refuge; and fhe waited, with added -

impatiegice, for the anfwer from Ethering-
ton, i hopes fome pofitive direction might
zeliofe her cruel perplexity.

he anfwer, however, came not, and
yet greater grew her diftrefs. Molly Mill

brought word that when the meffenger, .

who was a poft-boy, returned, he was im-
mediately employed to drive a chaife to
London. The people at the inn heard
him fay fomething of wanting to go to
"Squire Bellamy’s with a letter; but he
had not time. He was to come back how-
ever at night, : _
T : -~ To

o
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* To wait till he arrived {feemed now te
them both indifpenfable ; but while confie
dering at what hour to order the chaife,
they heard a horfeman gallop .up to the
houfe-door. * Is it poffible it fhould al-
-ready be Mr. Bellimy " cried Eugcma,
changing colour.

- His voice, loud and angry, prefentl“y
confirmed the fuggeflion. Eugenia went
into the next room .to him, where,. as the.
entered, he roughly exclaimed, “ What have
"you done with what I dropt out of my
pocket-book 7 . ¢

“ There, Sir,” the anfwered, in the tone
of firmnefs given by the a.fcendancc of in-
nocence over guilt, ¢ There it is: but
how you can reconcile to yourfelf the
delufions by which you muft have obtained
it I know not. I hope only, for her fake, .
and for yours, fuch words: will never more

meet my eyes.

He was beginning a violent anfwer in &
raifed voice, when Eugenia told him her
fifter was in the next room.

He then, in a lowered tone, faid, I
warrant, you have fhewn her my leb-.
ter?”
~ The veracious Eugenia was incapable of v
faying no; and Bellamy, unable tg reftrain
hlS rage, though fmothermghxsvoxce through

1
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his Hhut teeth, faid, “ 1 fhall remember
this, I promife you ! However, if the dare
ever fpeak.of it, you may tell her, frem me,

1 fhall lock "you up.upon bread and water
for the reft of you-life, .and lay it at her

door.. - What has brought her back -

in e’ . . .
"o She is returning to Grofvenor-fquare,
to Mifs Margland.” o i
+ * Mifs Margland:? .There’s no Mifs
Margland. in Grofvenor-fquare; nor any
body elfe, that defires her company, I ¢an
tell her. However, go, and get her off, for
- have other ‘bufinefs foriyou.” .
- * Eugenia then, opening the door, found
Yer fiter -almoft demolithed with: terrour
and difmay. «Silently, for fome’ feconds,
they funk on the breaft of each other; hor-
Jour clofing all fpeech, drying up even their

“ You have no meflage to giveme !”” Ca-
milla at length whifpered; * I bave, per-
‘fofce, heard all.l" and I'will go;—though
whither—"’ : ' : '
" "‘She ftopt,. with a look of diftrefs fo poig-
-nant, that .Eugenia, ‘burfting into tears,
while tenderly fhe clung around her, faid,
~4¢ My.fitter! my Camilla! from:me—from
umy houfemuft you wander int fearch .of an
rafylum ” N ,
. Bellamy
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Bcllamy here called her back.” Camilla

entreated fhe would inquire if he knew whis
ther Mifs Margland was gone.
. He now-came in himfelf, bowing civilly,
though with conftraint, and told her that
Mifs Margland was with Mrs, Macderfey; |
at Macderfey’s. own. lodgings.. - She: cou-ld»
make no anfwer..

.She. looked down, to fave her eycs~ hhc
ﬁght of an object they abhorreds embraced
Eugenia, who feemed a picture of "death ;
and after faying adieu! added, * If I khew
whither you thought L fhould go--tha.ti
fhould be my gmde i

¢ Home, my deareft fifter!” -

“ Drive then,” fhe cried, hurryxng to ‘the
chaife, ¢ to Etherington 1. .’

Bellamy advancing, faid, with '3 fn‘nl,e
" I fee you are not much ufed to. travalh'ng,
Mifs. -Camilla,)’ and:gave the: man.a dll'cc-
tion to Bagfhot..

She began, now, to feel nbarly carelefs
what became of her ;:and when. fhe.turped
from the high road, and ftopt at a fmall inn,
called the’ half-way-houfe, about nine miles
from Etherington, refolved to remain. thate
while the fent for her expected anfwer ; ar-
dently praying, if it were not yielding and
favourable, that the fpot upon which the
fhould read it, might be that- upon Whlch
her exiftence would clafe. - . -

: L3 ; Allghtmg
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Alighting at the inn, which, from béing
upon a crofs road, had little cuftom, and
was {carcely more than a large cottage, fhe
entered a {mall parlour, difchargéd her chaife,
and ordered a man and horfe togo nnmedx-
ately ta Belfont.

Prefently two or three gcntle tappmgs at -
the door made her, though fearfully, fay,
“ Come in!” A little girl then, with incef-
fant low cartefies, apmred, and lookmg
fmilingly in her face, * Pray, ma’am,

" a'n’t you the Lady that was fo good tous 2 -

and that would not let my dad be took
u ?”

pCamr]la now recollected the eldeft little
ngden, the wafhérwoman’s niece, and
kmdly enquired after her father, her aunt,
and family.
2% O, they all does pure now. Mydad‘s
had no more mifhaps, and he hopes, plcafe
God, to get on pretty well.”

< Sweet hearing §”* cried Camilla, ¢ all
my purpofes have nat, tben, been fruf-
trated I”. . -

“With added fatisfaction fhe learnt alfo
that the little girl had a good place, and a
kind miftrefs. She begged her to haften
the Belfont meflenger; - giving her in charge
a fhort note for Eugenia, with a requeft for
the Etherington letter. She had i’j)cnt N0«
. thmg m London, fave in fome {mall re.

‘ ‘ membrances

“
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membrances to one or two of Mrs. Berlin-
ton’s fervants;.and though her chaife-hire
bad now -almoft emptied her purfe, fhe
thought every expence preferable to length-
ening her fufpenfe, or to continuing on the
road.

In anfwer to the demand of what fhe
would be pleafed to have, flie then ordered:
tea. She had taken no regular- meal for
two days ; and for two nights had not even.
been in bed. But the wretchednefs of her
'mmd feemed to rendcr hcr mvulncrable to:

‘ The fhaken flate of hcr ndrves'warpcd
- all juft confideration of the impropriety of
her prefent (ojourn.  Her judgment had no
chmcc, where it had her feclmgs to combat,.
.and in the defpondénee of beheving herfelf
parcntally reje&ted, The was indifferent. to
appearances,. and defperate upon all other
events :. nor was fhe brought to any recol-
le&ion, till (he was informed that the mef-
“fenger, .who . the ‘had concluded was half
way to Belfont, could not fet .out .till the:
next morning; this {mall and prwate inn.
-not being able to furnifh a man’ and horfe

.at thorter warning.

+ To pafs'a fecond night at an inn, feem-
ed, even in the calculatnons of her own
harrafled faculties, utterly improper; and
thus, dmycn to extremity,. fhe forced her-

L4 felf
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felf to order a chaife for home; though
with a repugnance to fo compulfatory a
meeting, that made her wifh to be carried
init a corpfe

The tardy prudence- of a chara&cr natu~
rally rafh, commonly arrives but to point
repentance that it came not before. The
only ‘pair of horfes the little inn afforded,
were now out upon other duty, and’ would
not return-till the next.day.

" Almoft to herfelf incrodible. K'cei'ned now
her fituation.:. She ‘was: compelled: to order
a bed, and to go up ftairs to a fmalk cham:-
-ber:: -but-the cotildnot éven with o take

‘any refk. :* I-am an outcaft,? fhe crieth
s« to my.family ; my Mother would rather nd¢
Jee'me 5 miy Father fotbeats'to demand mey
and he-uadearet tome thandife->-by whom.I
was once chofen, "has forgotten me.!~~How
“-may. E.{upport- my, hedvy ﬂlﬁm P-—-and
-ieben witl it end:?” © - Ly P
" Overpowered;. ncverthelcfs, by f.mgue,
Zin the mitldle ‘of the night, . (he. lay: dowh
. :n her clothes : but.: her; flumbers: were
{0 broken, by. vifions 1of zeproach, - conveyed
«through . hideous - forms, . and .jin . menacas
the moft terrific, that the gladly got up;
-preferring’ certain affliction to. wild and fan-
:taftic horrours.
* Nearly as foon as it was hght, {hu rang
for listle Peggy, whofe South&mptdn zmc- .
otes
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dotes had fecured her the utmoft refpeét
from the miftrefs of the inn,~ and' heard
that the exprefs was fet off.
~ Dreadful and dreary, in flow and linger-
ing mifery, pafled the long interval of his
abfence, though his rapid manner of tra-
velling miade it fhort for the ground he
traverfed. She had now, however, bought
fufficient experience to befpeak a chaife
againft his return. The only employment
in which fHe could engage herfelf,’ was con-
verfing with Peggy Higden, who,’ fhe was
glad to find, could not femember her name
‘twell enough to make it Known thrdugh Her
pronunciation. . TR

From the window, at’length, fhe’ per-
ceived a man and horfe gallop up to.the
houfe. - She ’darted “forth, ‘éxclaiiniﬁé,
« Have you brought me any’anfwer?”’
And feizing the letter he held oat,’ ffv the
hand-writing of Lavinia, and fhat herfelf -
into herroom. " - e T

She opened it upon her knees, expet-
ing to find within fome lines from her Mo= -
ther ; “none, however,, appeared,” and fad
and 'mortified, fhe -ldid down the -letter, .
and wept. “ So uttérly,” then,” fhe cried, .
“ have I loft her Even with her pen will
the not fpeak to me? How early is my
life too long > * v - e oo
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Faking up again, then, the lettcr, {he
read what follows : )

. To Mifs CAMILLA TYROLD.

_ “ Alas, my dear fifter, why can I not
an{wer you gccording to our mutual wifhes ?
My Father is at Winchefter, with a lawyer,
upon “the affairs of Indiana; and my Mo-
ther is abroad with my uncle, upon bufi-
nefs whlch he has afked her to tranfa&t :
but that you may not think I have been
Ahitherto- negle€tful, I am painfully reduced.
10 own to you what already has paffed.
Yet ket it not deprefs you ;. you know when
the s hyprt, it is not lightly ; but you know,
A}fo, where fhe loves, her dxfplcafure, once
paﬁ'ecl{ is. never allowed to rife again
‘ efterday I faw her looking at your .
picture ; the momcnt feemed to be happy,
-and I ventured to fay; ¢ Ah, poor Camilla{”
.’but fhe turned to me with 1ckncfs, and
cried; “ Lament, father, vinia, your
Fathcr' Did he merit {o little truft from
this child, that her affairs fhbould be withe
held from him till they caft him—where
1 found him '-—-Dxead, memorable fight !

‘—when may I orieltsu I

- ¢ Even after , my dear Cannlla, I

hazardcd another word fhe will be mife~
rable, ~

c,‘
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mble, I {aid, my ‘dear Mother, till the re-
turns.” “ She will return, fhe anfwered;
with Mifs Margland. This is no feafon
for'any expence that may be avoided ; and
Camilla, - moft of all, muft now fee the du-
ties of aconomy.. Were her underftanding
lefs good, I fhould lefs heavily weigh het
errours s sbut fhe fets it ‘apart, to abandon

- herfelf to her feelings. Alas! poor thing!
they will now themfelves be her punifhers !
Let her not however defpond ;. tell her,
when you write, her angelic Father for-
gives her; and tell her the has always had
my prayers, and will gver have my bleffing;
o—~though I am inot eager, as yet, to add
to her own reproaches, thofe fhe may ex-
perience from my prefence.”

“ I knew not how to introduce this to -
my deareft’ Camilla, but.your meflenger, .
and his hafte; now forces me to fay all, and -
fay it quick. He brings,1 find,. the letter -
from Belfort, .where already, through Mifs .
Margland, we had heard you were removed ; .

* thuch to the approbation of my Father and:
my Mother, who hope your fojourn there is -
& folace to-you both. Adieu, my deareft .
fifter—your meflenger cannot 'wait..  ~

©. i b ¢ LAviRea TyroLp.””

« = % 8he will not fee me then!” cried Ca--
milla, ¢ fho taanot bear my -fight! O
. L6 Death!
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Deatlt! et -mie hémprby to Thec‘alfo( in
)‘WL N ’

1 Weak. from:- mamtnon, .cmfufetl from
wapt: of fleep, harafled with fatigue, and
exhaufted by perturbdtion, fhe felt now
fo ill, that.fhe folemnly believed her fatal
with quick approachiog. ; - . L.

. Thetlandlord pf sthe. inn entetcd »to (ay
that the chaife fha had ardered ‘was ‘at ithe
door; and put down upon the tablesthe
bill of what fhe had teypay. - - - - ¢

She - begged him+1 40 wait; and a.gam
tead her Jetter ¢ when.&ditled. by what-wag
faid “of jabandoning heifelfl to hes, feslings,
fhe; thought it het immediate:duty to . fiate
<her fituation to’her parents.: -She defired,
therefore, the chaife might- bc put up, and
wrote thefe lines:

1 could not, ; unhqppdy, ftay at. Eu+
genia’s ; nor can I retarn to Mrs. Berlin-
ton; I am.now at. the’ half-Way houfe,
where I fhall:waitfor commands, -.My:La-

vinia will tell me what I may be ordered to

do, I ant ill,—~and earnefily. I pray with
an illnefs fmm which I may; rife no more;
Whep, my- Father—my; Mother, .hear this;
they will:"perhaps accord: tna: to Hhe- bleft
aguin with- their fight ; the brevity of my
career may, to their. kindnefs, explate its
faults ;° they may pray for me whére 'my
own praycrs may be too unﬁn&xﬁed hxo be

eard ;
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beatd ; ‘they.may .fotgive me——though m

own forglvebefs: aever: more .will quiet thig

breaft! ‘Heaven blefs dnd ‘Preferve them j

their unoffending. daughtets, :and my ever

loved unclel

R QAmLLA Tvnoio."
[ SRR

She thetr rang thc bell, and 1deﬁred
this -note rmght go by. expneﬁ to Ether&
ington. - 3

But this,. the walter anfwcred was im-
poflibde ; the horfe on mhich the meﬂ'engei
bad fet out to.Belfoh, - though it had only
carridd- him. the firfk.iftage, - and brough(
him back the lafhy had-.galloppéd {o+ hardy
that -his mafter would. not fend it out
again the fame day ;- and they had but that
one.

She beggcd e would fee mf’(antly for
fome other conyeyance. :

The man who ‘was. come: back from Bel-
font, he anfwered, ; would: be glad to be
difcharged, as he wanted to go to rett.

--She then took: up: the bill;. and upon
_examining the fum total, found with: the
exprefs, the chalfe in ‘which' the came the
laft fiage, .that whigh .f{he ordered :to take
ber to Etherington, and the expence of hét .
Tofidence, it'amounted to half acrown bes

yondvdmt fhe poliefied, . A
- She
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She had' only, fhe kiew,: 40" miake hers
ﬁ:lt known'as the niece of Si¢lHugh Tyrold,
to be trufted by’ all the environs; but to

expofe ‘herfelf . in this.helplefs, and even
pennylefs ftate, appeared to her to be a de-
Yradation to avery-part of her family.

To enclofe the bill to Etherington was
to fecure its being paid ; -bet the fentence
Cawille moft of all myf now _fee the duties 4
@conomy, made her revolt from fuch a ftep. :

Al the. fill poflefied of pecupiary.wvalue
fhe had in her :pocket :: the feal of her Fa<
ther, ‘the ring of ber Mothét,: the wrath of
her Uncle, and the locket .of Edgar Man+
dlebert. 'With one of thefe fhe now de-
termined to past, in preferance to any new
expofure at Ethenhington, or td incurn
the fmalleft debt. She defired to be
alone, and took tliem from her pocket, one
by one, painfully ruminating upon which
fhe could bearto lofe. < It may not, fhe
thought, be for long; for quick, I hope, -
my courfe will end | —yet even for an houn
w-cven for the laft fingl moment~—to give
up fuch dear fymbols of all that has mado

oy bappinefs in lifed ~m

Shc ‘loaked: at them, kifled and preﬂbd
: them to huhzart.; {fpoke to them as #f live
ing snd. underftanding mpmfcntanves of
then' donors, and bcﬁoﬂed fo much time

- in
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in lamenting carefles and hefitation,  that
the waiter came again, while yet fhe was
* undetermined. _ , :
She defired to fpeak with the miftrefs of
the houfe. L ‘
Inftinétively fhe now put away the
gifts of her parents; but between her
uncle and Edgar fhe wavered. She blufh-
ed, however, at her demur, and the mo-
defty of duty made her put up the watch.
Taking, then, an agitating laft view of a
locket which circumftances had rendered
inappreciable to her, “ Ah! not in vain,”
fhe cried, ¢ even now, fhall I lofe what
once was a token fo bewitching—Dear
precious locket ! Edgar even yet would
- be happy you fhould do me ope laft kind
office ! generoufly, benevolently, he would
rejoice you fhould fpare me ftill one laft
menacing (hame !—" '

"When Mrs. Marl, the landlady, came
in, deeply colouring, fhe put it into her
hand, turning her eyes another way, while .
fhe faid; ¢ Mrs. Marl, I have not quite
money enough to pay.the bill; but if
you will keep this locket for a fecu-
gty, you will be fure to be paid by and
y’1. \ .
Mrs. Marl looked at it with great ad-
miration, and then, with yet greater w:im- .
er,
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‘der, at Camilla, who_now begged her note
might be fent without delay.

A labourer, after fome fearch, was found

'who undertook, for handfome pay, to carry
it on foot to the re&ory. :

H
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' CHAP. V.

NI | Spe&ade‘

»'.‘x).
<

HE meflenger returncd not t}ll mld- )

might 5 what, then, was the confter—
nhtlbn of Camilla that he brought no an-
weér!! vShe fufpééted he bad not found the
-houfes;' the doubted ifithe letter had been
-délivereds; ‘but. he -afirmed he had put:it
info she handé of a maid-fervant, though,
-as it was.latd; he had:come away dire&ly,
“and :not! thought of Wartmg for any an-
fwer, V'
" It 1s not vcry early n hfe we leam bow
Tittle-is perfprmed, for which no- precaution
-is: taken. . .Caret is the: offspeing of: difap-
pointment ;;:anid: fomvow <.aad Jepentance
commonly hnng upon its firft leffons. . Une
.ufed: toiitrana@® any fort of bufingfs. for
herfelf; the:had expe&ted; in fending a. let-
tef, an.anfwex: as ‘2 thing of courfe, and
had now lodlyrhafclf to ‘blame for not. havi-
.ing' ordered' him :to’ ftay. . She: confoled -
hedelf, however; that the was known tobe -
but e miles diftant from the relorg
and that any commands could be: conv'eyed
whevawlylmanhom D _
HY N Ry - - What
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- What they mlght be, became now, there-
fore, her fole anxiety. Would not her Mo-
ther write ? After an avowal {uch as fhe had
made of her defolate, if not dying condi-
tion, would fhe not pardon and blefs her ¥
Was it not even peﬂible Ihe mlght come
" herfelf ?

This idea mingled emotxons of & contra-
riety {carcely fupportable, * O how,”" fhe
cried, ¢ fhall I fee her? Can joy hlead
with fuch terrour? Can I with her ap-
proach, yet not dave meet her eyesi--
thofc eyes which sever yet have loaked at
me but te beam with bright kindnefs -
thou%b 4 kindnefs that, even from my
childhood, - feemed to fay, Camilla, he
. blamelefi—or - you break yonr Mother's.
hedrt ! - - - my poar unbappy: Mother ™
dhe has always. feemed to:bhave;.a pmr-
fenttlmcnt. I was born 'to - bring hex to

0w ' T BV o menvo

.. Expetation being now, fon this mght
‘avholly dead, the excefs of .ibr Hogdily: fd-
tigue urged her to' take fomesrepofe: but
-ber ever eager imagination rhade her appre-
‘henfivehen friends :might find lier too well,
and :fisfpeét’ her reprefentationswas but:-to
alarm them -into returning kindmefs. - A
fourth night, .therefore; .paffed without
ﬂccp, or the refrefhunent .ot : taking off her
. clothes ;
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clothes; and by .the time the morning fun
fhone in upon her apartment, fhe was too
ferioufly difordered to make her ilinefs re-
quire the aid of fancy. She was full of fe-
ver, faint, pallid, weak, and fhaken by
nervous tremors. “ I think,”” fhe cried, “ I
am now certainly going; and never was
death fo welcomed by one fo young! It
will end in foft peace my. brief but ftormy
pa.(fa.‘g:, and [ fhall owe to its folemn call
the facred blefing of my offended Mo~
ther ¥ . '
Tranquillifed by this hope, and this
idea, fhe had now no’ longer any fufferings
but 'thofe of difeafe ; her mind grew calm,
her {pirits feréne all fears gave way to the
certainty of {oothing kindnefs, all grief was
buried in the folemnity of expetted diffos
htion. -~ 7 o T T :
But this compofuré cutlived not the firft
hours of the morning ; as they vainly ad-
vanced, produced' no loved prefence, no let-
ter, no fummons; folicitude revived, difap-
pointment funk her heart, a,néi:!l dread preyell
again upon her nerves. She ftarted at e
found ; cvety .breath of wind feemed pv:)rx!
tentous ; fthe liftened upon-the flairs; (he
dragged her feeble limbs to the parlour, to-
be nearer at hand; fhe forced them . back
again to her bed-room, to ftrain her ach-
ing eyes out of the window; but #ill to
b ' voice
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voice demanded her, and no. perfon ap-
proached.

- Peggy, ‘who repea.tedly came’ to tell her
the hour, now affured her it was dinner
time : unable to eat, fhe was heediefs of
the hint this conveyed, and it obtamed
from her rio orders, till Peggy gave her ine
nocently to underftand the expetations of
her .hoft..and .hoftefs ;- but when, at five
o’clock, the table was ferved, all force and
<courage forfook her. To be.left thus:-to -
herfelf, when her fituation was knowh ; te
be abamxloged at an inn' whére The had éon-
fefied. the thought herfelf dying ;—<' My
Mother, the cried, cannot forgive me ! my
:Father himnfelf deférts: me! ..O 'Edgar!
youidid well toifly: fo unhallowed;-a. ‘conr
@exiond” o T vpcL hody 1t

She left her dinner for Peggy, and craws
g -up-diairs, Caft herfelf upos the bed,
-with a defperate fupplicition {he might riie
from it.no more. - * [The'time,’’" cried.fhe,
% is paftiifor confolatnbn, and. dead . for
thope 1 :)my parents: awin: prayers Lave been
-averted,. and their. - progneflics - fulfilled.
-Mgy the dread forfeiture;, {aid my deareft
Father, not extend through my daughters!
«+—Alas ! Lionel himfelf-has not brought
upon ‘him a. difgrace fuch as I-have. done!
- May: hesven, 1aid my Honbured .Mother,
_@art e eufl under your flrape at leaft ! ’—%ut

TR under




CAMILLA: 337

under that it.has come to her'the moft hea-
vily !I”? ' . ;

.Diffolving, then, in forrowing regret, re-
colleétions -of maternal tendernefs bathed
her pillow with her tears, and reverfing
all the.inducements to her fad.refignation,
abolithed every with but to fall again at the
parental feet..” ¢ To fee,” cried the, “ once
more, the-dearauthors of my being ! to re-
ceiye their forgivenefs, their bleffing - - - to
view again thejr honoured countenances ! —
to hear once more their loved fpeech - - -
Alas ! was it I that fled the voice of my,
Mother ? That voiee which, till that mo- -
ment, had never reached my ear, but as
the precurfor of all kindnefs! why-did'I
not at once kneel at her feet, .and feek
my loft path under my fisft and beft
guide ?” <

Shocked ard contrite in this tardy view
of .the ftep.fhe apght to have taken, fhe
now languithed to petition for pardon even
for an offence unknown ; and, rifing, took
up a pen to relate the whole tranfaction.
But her bead was confufed, and the attempt
{hewed her the was more ill than fhe had even
herfelf fufpected. She thought all rapidly
advancing, and enthufiattically rejoiced.

Yet afecond time the took the pen ; but

« it bad not touched the paper, when a buz-

zing,
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zing, - confufed, ftifled fort of noife from
thhout drew her to the window.

There {he perceived an immenfe crowd
of people approaching flowly, and from a
diftance, towards the inn.

As they advanced, fhe was firuck to
hear no increafe of nmfe, fave from the
nearer trampling of feet. No voice was
diftinguifhable ; no one fpoke louder than
the reft; they feemed even to tread the
ground with caution. They confifted of
labourers, workmen, bcggars, women, and
children, joined by fome accidental paﬂ'en.
gers: yet the general * ham of many”
all that was heard ; they were filent thougb
numerous, folemn though mixt.

As they came near, fhe thought fhe per-
‘ceived fomething in the midft of them like
a bner, and caught a glimpfe of a gentle-
man’s habit. Startled, the drew in; but
foon, upon another view, difcerned clearly
a well-drefled man, ftretched out his full
length, and apparently dead.

Recoiling, fhuddering, fhe haftily fhut
the window, “ Yet, why,” fhe cned, the
next moment, * and whence this emotion ?
Is not death what I am meeting ?»=
fecking ?—defiring P—what I court ? what
I pray for» -

She fighed,: walked feebly up and down
the room, breathed hard .and w1th eﬂ‘ora,

an




CAMILLA: 239

and then forced herfelf agnin to open’ the
* window, determined to contemplate fteadily
the anticipating -object of her fervent de-
mand.

Yet not without fevere fclf-compulﬁon
fhe flang up again the fath; but when
the:looked out, the crowd alone remained ;
the bier was gone, .

- Whether carried on, or brought into the .

houfe, fhe now wifhied to know, with fome

particulars, of whom it might be, and what

belonged to fo f’crange and horrible “an ap-
nee. .

She rang for little Peggy; but Peggy
came hot. She rahg again, but no one_
anfwered the bell. She opened her door,
Aneaning to defcend to her little parour for
information; but the murmuring buz fhe
had before heard upon the road, was now
within the houfe, which feemed ﬁlled with

people,. all bufy and occupied, yet fpeaking -
low, and appearmg to partake of a general
awe.

She could not venture to encounter fo
many f{peQators; fhe fhut her door, to
wait- quietly till this ﬁrﬁ commotion Ihould
be paffed.

This was not for more than an hour}
when obferving, from her window, that
the crowd was difperfed, the again liftened
at tbe door, and found 'that the.general

difturbance
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difturbance was. fuccmded by a ﬁllh)eﬁ the
moﬁ profound.

She then rang agam, ,and hqt]n Peggy
appeared but looking pale and much
frightened. | ..

Camilla a{kcd wbat had been the mat—
ter... ¢ O ma'am, - {hre - dnfwered, -crying,
% here’s been murder ! .A: gentlemen, bas
been miurdered—and: nobody knows who
he is, nor who has done it !”

Sie then related that he bad becn fpu.nd
dead in a wood hard by, and-aone: perfon
calling another; and another, he haﬂ been
brought to the inn to be owned.-

. The tale was fhocking," and, thqugh
pardly- confcious why, .. Camilla defired
Pegpy to ftay with her. - .

.- The little girl was moft. wallmg 5 but the
was prefently called down ftairs; and Ca-
milla; with, ftrong fhame of namelefs .fears
and weak hasrour, firoxe to mbdltate to
fome ufe upon this {cene. - .

But her mind was diftarbed, her compo-
fure was gone ; her thoughts were_broken,
abrupt, unfixed, and all- upon which fhe
- could dwell w1th any . fteadinefs, -was the
defire of one more appeal to her family,
that yet they would, confent to:fee_her, if
they received it in time; :or that :they
Ihoul& know in. what frame of mind fhe
expu'ed fbould it brmg them too latgw "

| it
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- With infinite difficulty, the’ theri wrote’ -
the following lines ; every bending down of
her head making it ache nearly to diftrac-’
tion, ’
. ¢ Adieu, my dcarcﬂ: parents, if again it’
is denied me.ta fee you! Adieu my dar-_
ling fiters! my tender uncle! 1 afk not:
now your forgivenefs; I know [ thall pof-»
_fefs it fully ; my Father never withheld.it,’
—and my Mother, if againft herfelf alone Id
had fianed, would haye been equally lenient.
. O tendereft of united partners ! blefs,:
then, theiearly sthes of your erring, but
adoring daughtex, who, . from the mo-®
wentt {he inflitted one wound upon your.
bofoms. has found exiftence mtolerable,
apd prpys now but for her earthly releafe !
« CamiLLa T'yrorp.”

] This the. gave to Peggy, with a charge:
that, at any expence, it might be conyeyed:
tp- the- reétory at Etherington immedi-
ately. -
“ And fhall T not, thought the, when
the had refted from this exemon, and may:
I not -at fuch-a period, with innocence,:
with propriety, write one poor word ta
him who was fo near becoming firft to. me
in all thmgs 4

She again took her pen, but had only
written * O Edgar! in this laft farewell be.

VOL. V, ‘ M y all



242 CAMILLA.

.

* all difpleafure forgotten !—from the firft
“ to the final moment. of my fhort life,
¢ dear and fole poflfeflor of my heart I”"—
when the fheoting anguifh of her head ftopt
her hand, and haftily writing the dire&tion,
left fhe could write no more, the, with dif-
ficulty added, Not to be delivered till I am
dead; and was forced to lie "down, and
thut all light from her ftrained and aching
eyes. :

. Peggy prefently brought her word -that
all the horfes were out, and every body was
engaged, and that the note could-not -pof-
fibly go till the next day. ¢

. Extremely. difappointed, ‘fhe begged to
fpeak with Mrs. Marl ; who fent her word
fhe wis much engaged, but would wait-
upon her as foon as fhe was able.

Vainly, however, fhe expe@ed her; it
" grew dulk ; fhe felt herfelf worfe every mo-
ment ; flufhed with fever, or fhivering with
cold, and her head nearly {plit afunder with
agony. She determined to go once more
down ftairs, and offer to her hoft himfelf
any reward he could claim, fo he would
undertake the immediate delivery of the
letter. : o

With difficulty - fhe arofe; with fl
fteps, and tottering, fhe defcended ; but as
fhe approached her little parlour, fhe heard
* voices in it,-and ftopt. They fpoke lov;:i,

, : © . an
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and fhe-could not diftinguifh them. The
door of an adjoining room was open, and
by its ftillnefs empty ; the refolved to ring
there, to demand to fpeak with Mr. Mark
But as fhe dragged her weak limbs into
.the apartment, fhe faw, ftretched out upon
a large table, the fame form, drefs, -and
figure (he had feen upon the bier, R

Starting, almoft fainting, but too much
awed to call out, fhe held trembling by the
door.

The bodily feeblenefs which impeded
her immediate retreat, gave force-to a little
mental reflexion : Do I fhrink thus, thought
fhe, from what fo earneftly I have prayed
to become - - - and o foon I muft repre-
fent « - - a pi¢ture of death ?

She now impelled herfelf towards the ta«
ble. A cloth covered. the face; fhe ftood
. ftill, hefitating if fhe had power to remove
it: but fhe thought it a call to her own
felf-examination ; and though mentally re-
coiling, advanced. - When clofe to the ta-
ble, fhe ftood flill, violently trembling.
Yet the would not allow herfelf to retreat.
She now put forth her hand; but it (hook
fufpended over the linen, without courage
to draw it afide. At length, however, with
enthufiaftic felf-compulfion, {lightly and
fearfully, fhe lifted it up - - - but inftantly,
and with inftin&ive horrour, {natched her

: M2 - hand

- .
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band away, and placed it. before her fhut
¢yes.
- She felt, now, the had tried herfelf be-
yond her courage, and, deeply moved, was
fain to retreat; but in letting down her
hand, to fee her way, fhe found fhe had.
tlready removed the linen from-a part of
the face, and the view the 'umnten'uonally
caught almoft petrified ber. - |

For fome . inftants .fhe. fined motionlefs,
from want of ftrength to ftir, but with
tlofed eyes, that’ feated. toconfirm their
firft furmife ; but when, turning from the
ghattly vnfagc, (he atterbpted, without an-
pther glance, to gltde away, an. unavoid-
able view of the coat, . which fuddenly fbe
. recognized,. put her conjeure beyond all
doubt, that fhe now {aw dead before herthe |
bufband of her fifler.: ’
. Refentment; in gentle .minds, hawever
meyited and provoked, furvivés not the
breath of the offender. : With the cer-
tainty no further. evil can be pm&xfed,
perithes. vengeance aganft -the - cuiprit,
thongh not- hatred .of the .:guilki: and
though, with the firft movement of ﬁ(’cerly
feelings, {the would have. faid, Is Eugenia
then releafed ? the awe. was too.great, his
own change was too folemn. He was now
"where no human eye couid follow, no hu-
Juan judgment overtake him.: -
- L Again
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Again fhe endeavoured to efdape the
&readialifcene, but hér {haking limbs were
refraftory, and would not fupport her:
- "The mortal being requires ufe to be. recon-
ciled to its own vifible mortality ; difmal i$
its'view ; grim, repulfive, terrific its alpec.

But no fooner was her head turned from
thé dire objeft, than alarm for her fifter
took pofleflion of her {oul; and with what
recollettion the poffeflfed, fhe determined
to go te Belfont. '

An idea of any a&ive fervice mv:gorates
the body as well as the mind. She made
another effort to depart, but a glance the
knew not how to avoid fhewed her, upon
the coat of the. mght arm and right fide
of this ghaftly ﬁgure, large fplathes of
blood.. ‘
- 'With hormour thus accumu!ate, fhe now
funk upon the floor, inwardly exelaiming:
He i1s murdered indeed! - --and where
may be Eugenia?

A woman who had in charge to watch
by the corpfe, but who had privately ftolen
out for fome refrelhment, now retummg, :
faw with affright the new perfon in the
roor, and ran to call Mrs. Marl; who;
alarmed alfo at the fight of the young lady;
and at her deplorable condition, affifted

the woman. to remove her from the apart- °

ment, and convey her to the chamber,
M3 where
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where fhe was laid down upon the bed,

though fhe refifted being undrefled, and

was feized with an aguith fhivering. fit,

\ghilc her eyes feemed emitting fparks of
re.

It is certainly now,” cried the, * over,
and hence I move no more !’

The joy with which, a few minutes be-
fore,. fhe would have welcomed fuch a be-
lief, was now converted into an awe un-
fpeakable, undefinable. The wifth of death
is commonly but difguft of life, and looks
forward to nothing further than releafe
from worldly care :—but the fomething yet
beyond - - - the fomething unknown, un-
tried, yet to come, the bourne whence no
traveller returns to prepare fucceeding paf-
fengers for what they may expe&®, now
abruptly prefented itfelf to her confidera-
. tion, ~ - - but came to fcare, not to foothe.
. -All bere,. fhe cried, 1 have wifhed to
leave - - - but - - - have 1 fitted myfelf for
" what I am to meet ? )

Confcience now fuddenly took the reins
from the hands of imagination, and a mift
was cleared away that hitherto, obfcuring
every duty by %efpondcnce, had hidden
from her own perceptions the faulty bafis
of her defire. Confcience took the reins—

and a mift was cleared away that had con-
cealed
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cea'ed from her view the felfithnefs of this
with.

Thofe friends, it cned which thus im-
patiently thou feekeft to quit, have they
not loved, cherifhed, reared thee with the
moft exquifite care and kindnefs ? If they
are offended, who has offended them ? If
thou art now abandoned, may it not be
from neceflity, or from accident ? When
thou ‘haft inflited upon them the fevere
pain of harbouring anger againft what is fo
dear to them, wouldft thou load them
‘with regret that they manifefted any fen-
fibility of thy errours ? Haft thou plunged -
thy houfe in calamity, and will no worthier
wifh occur to thee, than to leave it to its
forrows and diftrefs, “with the aggravating

angs of caufing’ thy affli®ting, however
blamable felf-defertion ? of coming to thee
- - - perbaps even now! - - - with mild
forgivenefs, and- ﬁndmg thee a felf-devoted
corpfe—not fallen, indeed, by the profane
hand of daring fuicide, but equally felf-
murdered through wilful felt-neglect ?

Had the voice been allowed found which -
fpokethis dire admonition, it could fcarce-
ly with more horrour, or keener repent-
ance have ftruck her. ¢ That-poor man,”
fhe cried, © now delivering up his account,
- by whatever hand he perithed, fince
lefs principled, lefs inftru&ted than my-
. ' M4 - - felf,
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felf, may be criminal, perhaps, with lefs
guilt I”? .

The thought how of her Father—the
piety he had endeavoured to inculcate
into her mind ; his refignation to misfor-
tune, and his truft through every fuffer-
ing, all came home to her heart with reli-
gious veneration ; and making prayer fuc-
ceed to remorfe, guided her to what fhe
knew would be his guidance if prefent,
and fhe defised to hear the fervice for the
fick. .
Peggy could not read ; Mrs. Marl was
too much engaged; the whole houfe had
ample employment, and her requeft was
-{unattainable. :

She then begged they would procure
ber a prayer-book, that fhe might try to
gead herfelf ; but her eyes, heavy, ach-
ing, and dim, glared upon the paper,

:without diftinguifhing the priat from the’

‘mmargin.
“ | am worfe,” -fhe cried faintly, “ my
- with comes faft upon me! Ah! not for my

" - punithment let it finally arrive 1"’

With terrour, however, even more than
with malady, fhe now trembled. Tte
‘horrible fight (he' had witneffed, brought
death before her in a new view. She
feared fhe had been prefumptuous; fhe felt
that her'preparations had all been worlld-

. 3 )"

|
\
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Ty, her impatience wholly felfifh. She
called back her wifh, with penitence and
affright : her agitation became torture, her

regret was aggravated to remorfe, her
grief to defpair, %

) ‘I. Ms
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CHAP. VI

A Vifion.

W REN the firft violence of this pa-
roxyfm of forrow abated, Camilla
again ftrove to pray, and found that no-
thing fo much ftilled her. Yet, her faculties
confuled, hurried, and in anguifth, per-
* mitted little more than incoherent ejacu-
lations. Again (he fighed for her Father;
again the fpirit of his inftruttions recur-
red, and (he enquired who was the cler-
gyman of the parifh, and if he would be
- humane enough to come and pray by
one who had no claim upon him as 4 pa-
rithioner. o
Peggy faid he was a very good gentleman,

and never refufed even the pooreft perfon,

that begged his attendance. -

“ O go to him, then,” cried the, “ di-
reCtly! Tell him a fick and helplefs
ftranger implores that he will read to her
the prayers for the dying! - - - Should I
yet live - - - they will compofe and make me
better ;—if not - - - they will give me cou-
rage for my quick exit.” ’

Peggy went forth, and fhe laid her beat-
ing head upon the pillow, and endeavoured

oo - to
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to quiet her perves for the facred cere-
mony fhe demanded.

It was dark, and fhe was alone; the
corpfe fhe. had juft quitted feemed ftill
bleeding in full view. -She clofed her eyes,
but fhill faw it; fhe opened them, but it
was always there. She felt nearly ftiff with
horrour, chilled, frozen, with {peechlefs ap-
prehenfion.

. A flumber, feverith nearly to delirium,
at length furprifed her haraffed faculties ;
but not to afford them reft.. Death, in
a vifible figure, ghattly, pallid, fevere, ap-
peared before her, and with its hand, fharp
and forked, ftruck abruptly upon her
breaft.. She fcreamed—but it was heavy
as cold, and fhe could not remove it. She
trembled; fhe fhrunk from s touchs
but it bad iced her heart-ftrings. Every
vein was congealed ; every fliffened limb,
{tretched to its fuil length, was hard as mar-
ble: and when again the made a fecble ef-
fort to rid ber opprefled lungs of the dire
weight that had fallen upon them, a voice
hollow, deep, and diftant, dreadfully pierced:
her ears, calling out : * Thou haft but thy
« own wifh! Rejoice, thou murmurer, for
« thou dieft!” Clearer, {hnller, another
found quick vibrated in the air: ** Whi=
<« ther goefl thou,” it cried, “ and whence
«_¢omeft thou 2

M6 A voice
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- A voice from within, over which fhe
thought fhe had no controul, though it
feemed iffuing from her vitals, low, hoarfe,
‘and tremulous, anfwered, ¢ Whither I go,
“ let me reft | Whence I come let me not

“ look back ! thofe who gave me birth, I
% have deferted ; my life, my vital powers
% T bave reje@ed.” Quick then another
voice affailed her, fo near, fo loud, fo ter-
rible - - - the fhrieked at its horrible found.
“ Prematurely,” it tried, * thou art come,
“ uncalled, unbidden; tby tafk unfulfilled,
“ thy peace unearned. Follow, follow me!
“ the Records of Eternity are opened.
“ Come! write with thy own hand thy
“ merits,-and thy claims to mercy I A
repellingfelf-accufationinftantaneoufly over-
whelmed her. “ O, no! ng! no!” fhe
exclaimed, “let me not fign my own
¢ miferable infufficiency !” In vain was her

peal. A force unfecn, yet irrefiftible,
unpelled her forward. She faw the im-
menfe volumes of Eternity, and - her own
hand. involuntarily gralped a pen of iron,
and with a ‘velocity uncontroulable wrote
" thefe words: “ Without refignation, I have
“ prayed for .death: from impatience of
“ difpleafure, ¥ have defired annihilation:
“ todty my own eyes, I have left - - - pi-
“ tilefs, felfith, unnatural! - - - a Father
- * the

.
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. % the moft indulgent, a Mothet "almoft
“ idolizing, to weep out their’s!” Her.
head would have funk upon the guilty cha~
racers; but her eyelids refufed to clofe,
and kept them glaring before her. They:
.became, then, illuminated with burning
fulphur. She looked another way; but.
they partook of fhe fame motion ; fhe caft.
her eyes upwards, but (he faw the charac.
ters ftill ; fhe turned from fide to fide; but .
they were always her object. Loud again
founded the fame direful voice: “ Thefe
are thy deferts; write now thy claims.:—
and next,—and quick,—turn over the im-
mortal leaves, and read thy doom.”—* Qo,
¢ no!” fhe cried, *“ Oh, no!— O, let’
“ me yet return ! O I:.arth with all thy.
s forrows, take, take me once again, that
- better I may learn to work rhy way to
that laft bharbour, which, reje&ting the
¢ criminal repiner, opens its foft bofom te
“-the firm, though fupplicating fufferer !>
In vain again fhe called ;—pleaded, kneit;
wept.imrvain, The time, fhe found, was.
patt; “fhe had flighted it while in her
power ; it would return to ber no more ;
and a thoufand veices at' once, with awful
vibration, anfwered aloud to every prayer,
¢ Death was thy own defire!” “Again, un-.
Heenfed by her will, her handifeized.the ivon
mﬂ:run;cnt. The book was open that de-

manded

® R
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manded her claims. She wrote- with diffi-
culty - - -'but faw that her -pen made no
mark! She looked upon the page, when
fhe thought the had finithed, - - - but the
paper was blank! - - - Voices then, by
hundreds, by thoufands, by millions,
from fide to fide, above, below, around,
called out, echoed and re-echoed, ¢ Turn
over, turn over - - - and read thy eternal
doom !” In the fame inftant, the leaf, un~
touched, burft open --- and - -- f(he
awoke. Butina trepidation fo violent, the
bed fhook under her, the cold {weat, 1y
. large drops, fell from her forehead, and her
. “art ftill feemed ]abourmg under the ada- _
mantine preffure of the inflexibly cold- grafp
of death. So raifed” was her imagination,
fo confufed were all . her .thinking faculties,
that fhe ftared with wild doubt whether
then, or whether now, what fhe expenenced
were a dream.

In this fufpenfive ftate, fearing to call, to
move, or almoft to breathe, fhe remained,
in perfe® ftillnefs, and in the dark, till
hittle Peggy crept fofily into the chamber.

Certain then of her fituation, “'This has
been,” fhe cried, « only a vifion—but my
confcience has abetted it; and.l cannot
thake it off.”

When fhe became calmer, and further -

recalle&ed.
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recollefted herf:If, fhe anxioufly enquired if
‘the clergyman would not come.

"Peggy; hefitatingly, acknowledged he
had not been fent for; her miftrefs had
imagined the requeft proceed from a dif-
turbance of mind, owing to the fight of the
~corpfe, and faid fhe was fure, after a little
Aleep, it would be forgotten.

“ Alas!” faid Camilla, difappointed, lt
is more neceffary than ever ! my fenfes are
wandering ;. I feem hovering between life
and death—Ah! let not my own fearful -
fancies abforb this hour,of change, which
religious rights (hould confecrate !”’

She then told Peggy to plead for her to
her miftrefs, and aflure her that nothing
elfe, after the dreadful fhock fhe had re-
ceived, could ftill her mind. 1
. Mrs, Marl, not long after, came into the
oo herfelf; and enquiring how (be did,
‘faid, if fhe was really bent upon fuch a me-
lanchoiy thing, the clergyman had luckily
juft called, and would read the fervice to
?er dxre&ly, if it would give her gny com-
ort..

“ O, great and infinite comfort !’ fhe
“cried, and begged he mlght come imme-
diately, and read to her the prayer for
thofe of whom there is but fmall hope of
recovery. She would have rifem, that fthe
might kneel ;. but her limbs would. not fe.;-l

. con
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*¢ond her defire, and fhe was obliged to Ne
ftill upon the outfide of the bed. Peggy
‘drew the curtains, to fhade her eyes, as a
candle was brought into the room; but
when fhe heard Mrs. Marl fay: “ Come in,
Sir,”—and “ here’s the prayer-book ;*
‘overpowered with tender recollection of her
Father, to whom fuch offices were frequent, )
fhe burft into an agony of tears, and hid
her face upon the pillow,

She foon, however, recovered, and the
folemnity of the preparation overawed her
forrow. Mrs. Marl placed the light as far
as poffible from the bed, and when Camilla
waved her hand in token of bemg ready,
faid, * Now, Sir, if you pleafe

He complied, though not immediately ;

but no fooner had he bcg\m, no fooner, de-
-voutly, yet tremblingly, pronounced; G
-Father of Mercies! than a faint ferearh
‘iffued from the bed.—
" He flopt ; but fhe did not fpeak, and
‘after a fhort-paufe, he refumed : byt not a
fecond fentence was -pronounced, when fhe:
feebly ejaculted, « Ah heaven P’ and the
bobk fell from his hands.

She firove fo raife her jead; but could
‘not ; {lve’opened, however, the fide curtain,
-to look eut ; he advanced, at the fame mo-
ment, to the foot of the bed—fixed his
'eyes upon- her face, -and-in:a voice that
. v feemed
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feemed to come from his foul, eéxtlbithed,
¢ Camillal” - 1 feutto o Rty

With a mental emotion that,- for an ine

“ftant, reftored lier ftrengpth;’ e dref again
the curtain, covered vp her face, and fob‘-
-bed even audibly, while the wox‘ds ¢ (D'
"Edgar " vainly {ought vent." - "

He attémpted not to unclofe the: cur-
tain fhe had drawn, but with a-deep groan,
dropping upon his knees on the outfide,
cried, “ Great God ! but checking him-
felf, ha{hly arofe, and motioning to Mrs.
Marl and to Peggy, to move out of hear-
ing, fald, through the curtain; “ What
dire- calamity has brought this about ?—=
fpeak, 1 implore P=—why are you here ==
why alone ? fpeak ! fpeak !”

He heard fhe was weeping, but received
no anfwer, and with energy next to tor-
ture, exclaimed; “Refufe not to tryft me!
—recolle¢t our long friendthip—forgive—
forget its alienation !By all you have.
ever valued—by all your wonted generofity
—1I call—Tappeal —Camilla ! -— Camilla !-—
your filence rends my foul !” .

Camilla had no utterance, yet could not
refift this urgency, and gently through the
opening of the curtain, put forth her feelle
hand.

He feemed affeéted to agony ; he held it
between each of his own, and while foftllly

€
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he uttered, “ O ever—unchangeably ge-
‘perous Camilla!”’ fhe felt it moiftened
with his tears.

Too weak for the new fenfation this ex-
cited, fhe drew it away, and the violence
.of her emotion menacing an hyfteric fit,
Mirs. Marl came back to her, and wringing
his hands as he looked aroungd the room,
he tore hunfelf away.
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" Means to Sill Agitation,

Dl-:cz.mnzc all aid, Camilla_continued
in the fame pofition, wrapt up, covet-
ing the dark, and ftifling fighs that were
rifing into fobs, till fhe heard a gentle tap
at the door. . : ‘
She ftarted, but ftill hid herfelf: Mrs.
Marl was already gone; - Peggy anfwered
the fummons, and returned to the bedfide,
with a note in her hand,. begging Camilla
to take it, as it came from the gentleman
who was to have read the prayers. )
‘¢ Is he then gone ?”. cried fhe, ina: voice
announcing deep’ difappointment. . -
“ Yes, he went direttly, my dear
Lady.” o R
She threw the covering from her face,-
-and .with uplifted bands, exclauned;. « Q
Edgar! could you fee me thus—and leave
me ?”’——Yet eagerly feizing the letter, cal-
led for a candle, and ftrove to read it. But
the charatters feemed double to hér weak
and dazzled eyes, and fhe was forced
to relinquith the attempt. She prefled
it to her bofom, and again covered herfelf
up.
Some-
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\
Something, neverthelels, like internal
revival, once more, to her own unfpeakable
amazement, bégan fluttering at her breaft.
. She had feen the beloved of ber heart—
dearer to her far than the life fhe thought
+ herfelf refigning; feen him penetrated to
anguith by her fituation, awakened ta._the
tendereft recollections, and upon ber hand
had dropt a teftimony of his fenfibility,
abat, dead as fhe had. thqught herfelf to
the world, its views, its hopes, its cares
palfed ftraight to her heart—that wonder<
ful repofitory of fucceflive emotions, whence
the expulfion of one {pecies of interéft but
makes way for the entrance’of another ; and
which vainly, while yet in mortal life, bwlds,
even from hour to hour, upon .any chafm
«of mortal folicitude.

- While wrapt up in this reverie, poig-
'mntly agitating, yet undefinably foothing,
upon the return of Edgar to England, and
his aftonifhing appearance in her room, her
attention was again aroufed by another gen-
tle tap at the door.

Pegpy opened it, and left the room ; bat
foon came back, to beg an anfwer to the
‘note, for which the gentleman was waiting
upon the ftairs.

* Waiting ?”” fhe repeated, in extreme
“trepidation, * is he not then gone ¢ N
¢« No



CAMILLA, 26Gr

¢ No ma’am, only out of the roem j
lfze can’t go away without the anfwer, he.‘
ays M.

A fenfation of pleafure was naw fo new
to Camilla, as almoft to be too potent,
cither for her ftrength or her intelle&s.,
She doubted all around her, doubted what
fhe heard, doubted even her exiftence, Ed-
gar, could it be Edgar who was waiting for
an an{wer ?—who was under the fame roof
—who had been in the fame room—who
was now feparated frem her but by a thin
waiafeot ?—* O npo, ne, no!” f(he cried,
“ my fenfes all delude me ! one vifion after
another beguiles my deranged .imagiga-
tion !"” Yet fhe called Peggy to her againy -~
again afked her if it weve indeed. truey
and, bidding her oncc more bring the. cans,
dle, - the new fpirit with which fhe was in-
vigorated, enabled her to perfevere in heg
efforts, till fhe nlade out,the following
lines ; wbich were fealed but not, dn-
rected. ..

% The forrow, the tumult of my foul I
attempt not to. paint.—Forgive, O Cav
milla! an intrufion which circumftances
. made refiftle(s.. Deign to bury in kind oba
livian .all. remembrance but of our early
+ friendthip—our intuitive attachment, 0UR
conhdem:c, eficem, and happy juvenile in-

i tercourfe s
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‘tercourfe : - and under fuch aufpices—ani-
mated as they are innocent—permit me to

haften Mrs. Tyrold to this {pot, or truft

me—I conjure—with the myftery of this

* dreadful defolation.—O Camilla !—by all
" the fcenes that have paffed between us—
by the impreffion indelible they have en-
graved upon my heart, wound not the
moft faithful of your friends by rejefting
his fervices! ° _
‘ « E. M.”

. Diffolved in tears of tendernefs, reliev~
mg, nay delightful, fhe immediately fent
him word that fhe accepted his kind—of-
fice, and fhould feel eternal gratltude if he
would acquaint her friends with her fitu-
a!non.

_Peggy foon informed her -the gentleman
was gone; and -fhe then inquired why
he had been brought to her as a clergy-
man.

The little Girl gave the account thh the
utmoft fimplicity. Her miftrefs, fhe faid,
knew the gentleman very well, who was
'Squire Mandlebert, -and lived at a great
houfe not many miles off'; and had juft
alighted to bait his horfes, as fhe was afk-
ing her to fend for the clergyman. He in -
qunred who was™ill ; and her Miftrefs faid

it was a La.dy who bad gone out of her
» mind,



CAMILLA. " 263

mind, by fecing a dead body, and raved of
nothmg but having prayers read to her;

which her hufband would do, when his
houfe was clear, if the humour lafted ; for
they had nobody to fend three miles off;
and by drawing the curtains, the would not
know if it was a clergyman or not. The -
young ’Squire then afked if fhe was a lodger
or a traveller, and her miftrefs anfwered :
She’s a traveller, Sir; and if it had not been
for Peggy’s knowing her, we thould have '
been afraid who fhe might be; for fhe ftays
here, and never pays us; only ﬂ\c has given’
us a watch and a locket for pledges.”” Then
he afked on fome more queftions, continued
Peggy, and prefently defired to fee the
Jocket ; and when he had looked ‘at it,' be
turned as white as a fheet, and faid he muft
fee the lady. Her miftrefs faid fhe could
not fend in a gentleman ; unlefs it was her
hufband, juft to quiet her poor head by
reading her a prayer or two. So then the
’Squire faid he’d take the prayer-book and
read to her ‘himfelf, if fhe’d fpare time to
go in the room firft, and fhut up the cur-
tains. So her mifkrels faid no, at firft ; but
prefently up they came together.

Ah! “dear darling locket ! internally cried
Camilla, how from the firft have 1 loved—-
how to the lat will I prize it !

Coe A calm
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A calm noy todk place of beragonies,
that wade her {eem. in a renovated exifi-
ence, tillfleep, by gentle appraaches, ftole.
upon ‘her again: not to bring te her the
dread vifion. which accompsnied its firft re-
turns .nos yet to allow her tranquil repofe.

A foftet form ap(pearcd before her ; mare

aﬁiu&gve, though not fo horrible; it was
the form of het mother ; all difpleafure: re-
moved from her penetrating countenance ;
no longer in her-dying child viewing the
child that had offended her; yet while for-
giving and. embracing, feeing her expire in
her arms,.

 She awaked, affrighted,—fhe ftarted, ﬁ)u
{at upright; the called aloud upon: her mo-

* ther, and wildly looking rtound,,; thought

the faw her at the foot of the bed.

She croffed her eyes with her ‘hands, to-

endeavour to clear her fight : but the ob-

. je&t only feemed more diftin, She bent

forward,, feeking;. sonvictien, yet Incredu-
lous, though ftill meefing the fame form.
.Sighing, at luft, from fruitlefs fatigue;
“.’Tis wonderous odd, P fhe cried, but [
‘mow never know when I wake' or when [
ﬂcep 12
The form ghded aWay. ;. but wuh monon
fo palpable, {be. gould no_longer, helieve
herlelf played: upon, by imagination:, Awe-
e impret,
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imprelt, and wonder-ftruck, fhe foftly
opened her fide curtain to look after it. It
had ftopt- by a large ‘cheft of drawers,
a,galnﬁ which, leaning its head upaen - its
arm, it ftood ere&t, but feemed weeping.
She could not difcern the face; but the
whole ﬁcure had the fame facred. refem-:
biance.

- The pulfes "of her head beat now with
fo much violence, (he was forced to hold:
her temples. . Doubt, dreads and- hepe:.
feized every faculty atonce ; till, at length,.
the uprmed arm of the form- before her:
dropt, and fhe diftinétly faw the ptofile :;
< It is herlelf! it 1s my Mother!”1 (he
{creamed, rather than pronounced, and:
threw herfelf from the bed tothe-floor.. !

“ Yes! itis your Mother !’ was repeated,
in a tone folemn and penetrating s+ to’
what a'tcene, O Camilla, returfied ! child]
of my bofom !—the conitant terrour, yer:
conftant darling of my foul—where, and.
how, do I [ee, do I meet thee, aga.m--my
Camilla-!”

 Then tenderly, though with ang,uiﬂ),‘
hending over her, fhe, would have raifed,
and helped her to-return to the bed: but' -
Camilla would - not be aided ; the wOukI[
not lift up her eyes; her face fought thet
ground, ‘where leaning it ‘upon her hands,\
without defiring to {peak, without wilhing

voL. V. N to
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to ftir, torn by felf-reproaches that made.
her deem herfelf unworthy to live, fhe re~
mained fpeechlefs, immoveable. .

¢ : Reprefs,  reprefs,” faid Mrs. Tyrold,
gently, yet firmly, ¢ thefe ftrong feelings,
ufelefsly torturing to us both. Raife your
head, my poor child—raife—and repofe it
upon the breaft of your Mother.” :

7 ¢ Of my Mother!” repeated Camilla,
in a voice hardly audible ; “-have I a Mo-
ther—who again will own.the blaft of her
hopes and happinefs 2—the difgtace, the
fhame of the beft and moft injured of Fa«
thers 1* & S

 Let us pray,” faid Mrs. Tyrold, with a
figh, * that thefe evils may pafs away, and
by falutary exertions, not de{ponding fre-
pinings, earn back our fugitive peace.”

* Again fhe then would bave raifed her;
But Camilla: funk from all affiftance:
“ Noy” fhe cried, ¢ I am unworthy your
lenity—I amy upable even to bear it,~"

"¢ Camila,” faid Mrs, Tyrold, fteadily,
« it is time to conquer this -impetuous
fenfibility, which already, in its effeCts, has
nearly broken all our hearts. With what
borrout have we miflfed—with what agony
fought you ! Now then, that at length, we
find you, excite not new terrour, by con-
figning yourfelf to willing defpair,”

S : : : Struck

’
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Struck with extreme dread of eommit-
ting yet farther wrong, fhe lifted. up her
head, with intention to have rifen ; but the
weak ftate of her body, forgotten by her-

felf, and by Mrs. Tyrold unfufpeéted, took

its turn for demanding attention.

« Alas! my poor child,” cried ﬂ)e,‘

¢« what horrible havock has this fhort ab-
fence produced ! O Camilla! witha foul of
feeling like yours,—{trong, tender, generous,
and but too much alive, how is it you can
thus have forgotten “the firft ties: of your
duty and your heart, and have been wrought
upon by your own forrows to forget the
forrows you inflit > Why have you thus
fled us? thus abandoned yourfelf to de-
ftrution ? Was our anger to be fet in com-
petition with our mifery ? Was-the fear ot
difpleafure, from parents who fo tenderly
love you, to be indulged at the rifk of never
. ending regret to the moft lenient of Fa-
thers ?* and nearly the lofs of fenfes to a
Mother who, from your birth, has idolized
you in her inmoft foul #”

“Bending then over her, fhe folded her in

her arms ; where Camilla, overpowered with -

the ftruggles of joy and contrition, funk
nearly litelefs.-

Mrs. Tyrold, feeing now her bodily fee-

blenefs, put her to bed, with words of-

foothing tendernefs, no longer blended with
. N2 - retrofpetive
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retrofpective inveftigation ;.conjuring herto
be calm, to remember whofe peace and
happinefs were encircled in her life and
health, and to remit to her fuller ftrength all~
further mtereﬂmg difcourfe.

« Ah! my Mother!” cried Camxl]a,
“ tell me firft—if the time may ever come
when with truth you can forgive me #’

“ Alas, my darling Child !” anfwered
the generous Mother, ¢ I have myf(elf nowy
to pardon that I forgave thee not at firft I

Camilla feemed tranfported to another
region ; with difficulty Mrs. Tyrold could
hold her in her bed, though hovering over
ber pillow with mccifant carefles: but to
raife her eye only to meet that of her Mo~
ther—not as. her fertile .terrour had pro-
phefied, darting unrelenting ire, but fuftly
folicitous, and exqui iitely rl\md to feel one
loved band anxioufly upon ha foschead,
and to glue ber own lips upon the other;
to find fears that bad made gxiltence in-
fupportable, trapsformed into fecurity that
rendered it delicious ; — with -a- floating,
uncertain, yet .irrepreflible hope, that:to
Edgar fhe owed this reftoration, cauled a
revulfion in all her {celings, -that foon ope-
rated upon her frame—not, indeed, with
tranquillity, but with rapture approaching
- to delirium : — when {uddenly, a heavy,
lumbering noife, appalled her. ¢ Ah, my

’ Mother |”
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Motlier !” fhe faintly cried,  our beloved
Eugenia !—that noe —where—and how—
is Eugenia ?—The wretched Mr. Bellamy
“#snomore )’ §

Mrs. Tyrold anfwered, fhe was acquaint- -
ed with the whole dreadful bufinefs, and
would relate it m a feafon of more ferenity ;-
but meanwhile, as repofe, fhe well knew,
never aflociated with fufpenfe, fhe fatisfied
immediate an¥Xiety, by affurances that Eu-
genia was fafe, and at Etherington.

This was a joy fcarcely inferiour to that
which fo recently had tran{ported her: but
Mrs. Tyrold, gathering from the good
Peggy, that the had not been in bed, nor

. bardly tafted food, fince (he had becn at
the half-way houfe, refufed all particulars,
till the had been refrethed with nourithment
and reft. The firft immediately was or-
dered, and immediately taken; and Mrs,
Tyrold, to propitiate the fecond, infifted
upon total filence, and prepared to fit up
with her all night. ‘

. Long as the extreme agitation of her
fpirits diftanced ‘

Tir'd Nature's furet reflorer, balmy fleep, ®

the change from fo much mifery to heart-
felt peace and joy, with- the judicious nurf-

* Young. _ .
N 3 ing
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.ing and reftoratives devifed by Mrs. Tyrold,
for her weak and half-famithed frame,
made her flumber, when at length it ay-
rived, Iaft fo long, that, though broken by
. trequent ftarts, fhe awoke not till late the
next morning,
.+ Her eyes then opened upon a felicity
that again made ber think herfelf in a new
‘world. . Her Mother, leaning over her,
. was watching her breath, with hands up-
‘lifted for her prefervation, and looks of
fondnefs which feemed to mark that her
happinefs depended upon its being grant-
¢d ; and as the raifed herlelf, to throw her
crms around the loved maternal neck,
the fhadow ‘of another form, quickly,
" yet gently receding, ftruck her fight ;—
‘« Ah, Heaven !” é’e exclaimed, ¢ who is
“that ?” . ' ‘
“ Will you be good,” faid Mrs, Tyrold,
gently, ¢ be tranquil, be compoled, and -
earn that I fhould tell you who has been
watching by you this hour A
Camilla could not anfwer ; certain, now,
who it muft be, her emotions became again
uncontrollable; her horrour, her remorfe,
her felf-abhorrence revived, and agonizingly
exclaiming, “ ’Tis my Father }—O, where
can I hide my head £’ She firove again to
- envelop herfelf with the bed-curtain” from
all view., .
“ Here—
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¢ Here—in his own arms—upon his
own breaft you fhall hide it,”  faid Mr.
"Tyrold, returning to the bed-fide,  and
all now {hall be forgotten, but thankfulnefs
that our afflitions feem finding their pe-
riod.” o . L1

“ O my Father| my Father!” cried Ca-~
milla, forgetting her.fituatiop, in. her defirg
to throw her‘}elf at his feet, “ can yom
fpeak to me thus, after the woe—the dif-
grace I have brought upon you ?—1I deferve
your malediction !-~I expeted to be .thut
out from yout heart,—I thought mgfejf
abandoned—1 loaked forward only-in death
to receiving your forgivenefs | —"

Mos. Tyrold held her ftill, while her Fa-
"ther now blefled and embraced her, each
uttering, in the fame momeat, .whatever
was fofteft to confale her : but all her quick
feelings were re-awakened beyond | their
power ta appeafe them ; her penitance tor-
tured, her very gratitude tare her to pigces:
“Q my mother,” the cried, “ Can yet
think of wifat is pafled, and ftill pronounce
your pardon # Will you not draw it back at .
the fight of my injured Father? Are you
not-tempted to think 1 deferve eternal ba-
nifhment from you both 2”

. “ No, my deareft child, no! T lament
only that 1 took you not at once to your
proper fecurity—to thefe arms, my Camilla, -
oL N 4 that
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that now fo fondly infold you! to this bo-
fom-—my darling girl }—where my heart
-peats your welcome !

“ You make me ' too—too happy! the
change -is almoft killing ! my Mother—
my deareft Mother !—1I did not think: you
-would permit me to ever call you fo again !
‘My Father I knew' would pardon me, fot
ithe chief fuffering was his own; but even

-he; I'never expected, could'look at me thus

')’

-benignly -again !
"~ "Mz Tyrold exhorted her to ﬁlent coms-
pofure ;  but finding her agitation over-

powereven her own efforts, he fuinmoned-

ler to join him in folenin thanks for her
reftoration., <

'Awfully, though moft gratefully 1mpre{'-
fed by fuch a call, the checked her emotion,
=nd devdutly obeyed and thé fhort but
prous ceremony quicted her nerves, and
talmed her mind.

-The gentleft tranquillity then took place
Iiﬂ her bteaft, .of the tumultuous joy which
thad firft chaced her-deadly afftiction. The
{oething, "however ferious turn, given by
<evotion to her changed fenfations, foftened

the acuté-excefs of rapture which amounted -

felicity nearly to- agony. More eloquent

45 well as. fafer than any fpeech, was the

paufe of deep gratitude, the filence of hum-
ble pr.ufe, whicli: en{ued Camilla, in ¢ach
i hand
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hand held one of each beloved parent; al-
ternately fhe prefled them with grateful re-
verence to her lips, alternately her  eyes
fought each revered countenance, and re-
ceived, in'the beaming fondnefs they emit-
ted, a bencdiction that was balm to every

woe€.
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CHAP. VHI.

Means to obtain a Booy.

ME: Tyrold was foon, by urgent claims,

forced to leave them ; and Camilla,
with ftrong fecret anxiety to know if Edgar
had caufed this bleft meeting, led to a ge-
neral explanation upon paft events.

And now, to her utter amazement, fhe
found that her letter fent by the labourer
had never becn received.

Mrs. Tyrold related, that fhe had no
fconer read the firft letter addrefled to her
through Lavinia, than, foftened and af-
fe&cd fhe wrote an anlwer of the utmoft
kindnefs to Belfont ; defiring Camilla to
continue with her fifter till called for by
Mifs Margland, in her return bome from
Mrs. Macderfey.  The vifit, meanwhile td
Cleves, had tranfpired through Jacob, and,
much touched by, yet much blaming her
travelling thus alone, fhe wrote to her a
fecond time, chargmo her to remove no
more from Belfont without Mils Margland.
But, on the preceding moraing, the firft
letter had been returned with a note from
Eygenia, that her fifter had fet out two
days before for Etherington.

. The
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The moment of this intelligence, was the
mroft dreadful to.Mr. Tyrold and herfelf of
their lives. Every {pecies of conjeture was
horrible. He fet out inftantly for Belfont,
determining to make enquiries at every inn,
houfe, and cottage, by the way; but by
taking, unfortunately, the road through
Alton, he had miffed the half-way houfe.
In the evening, while, with apprehenfions
furpaffing’ all 'defcription, fhe was 'waiting
fome news, a chaife drove up to the door.
She flew out, but faw in it - - - alone, cold,
trembling, and fcarcely in her {cnfes, Eus
genia. Inf’cant]y imagining fhe came with
tidings of fatal tendency concerning Ca-
milla, fhe ftarted back, exclaiming, * All
then, is over?” The chalfc door had been
opened; but Eugenia, fhaking too violently
to get out; only, and famtly, anfwered,
“ Yes!” my Mother—all is over!e-"
“The miflake waé almoft inftantaneous' death
to her—though the next words of Eugenia
cleared it up, and led to her own dreadful
narrative. co e

Bellamy, as foon as Camilla had left Bel-
font, had made a peremptory demand that
“his wife thould claim, as if for fome pur<
pofe of her own, a large fum of Sir Hugh. -
Her fteady refiftance fent him from the
* houfe in a rage ;- and the faw no niore of
him till that day.at noon, when hc rcturped

N6 in
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in deeper,. bJacker wrath than fhe had ever
yct feen; and vowed' that nothing lefs than
Ler going in perfon to her uncle with his
requcft, fhould induce him ever to forgive
her. When he found her refolute in re-
fufal, he. ordered:a chaife, and made her
get into it, without faying for what pure-
pofe. She faw they were travelling towards
Cleves, bet he did not once fpeak, except
where -they changed horfes, till they came
upon -the crofs-road, leadiag to the half-.
way boufe, . Suddenly then, bidding the
rottillion flop at the end of a lane,, he told
him he was geing t6 look at a little farm,
and, ordering him to wait, made her alight
ard walk down, it till they were ouf of fight
of the man and the carriage.. Fiercely,.
then ftopping fhort, « Will you give me,’’
he cried, ¢ your promife upon oath, that
you will afk -your uncle for the money ?”
% Indeed, Mr. Bellamy, I cannot!” f(he
anfwered.. * Eoough ! he cried, and took
from his pocket a piffol. “ Good Hea-
ven,” fhe faid, * you will not murder me?”>
% } cannot live without the money my-
felf,” he apfwered, ¢ and why fhould I let
you 2’ He then felt in his waiftcoat poeket,
wherice be took two bullets, telling her, the-
fhould have the pleafure of feeing him load
‘the piftol;. and that when one bullet had.
sifpatched her, the other fhould difappoilz:t
RN ) ; the
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the executioner. Horrour now conquered
_her, and (he folemnly promifed to.atk what-
ever he ditated. I muft hold the piftol
to ycur ear,” cried he,  while you take
youroath. See! ’tisloaded——This is ne
child’s play.” He then lifted it up; but,

at the fame moment, a diftant voice ex=

claimed, “ Hold villain! or you are a dead
man !” Start;ng, and meaning to hide it
within his waiftcoat, his hand fhook— -
the piftol went off—it fhot him through
the body,, and 'lg dropped down -dead.

"Without fenfe or motion,, the fell by his
fide ;.. and, upon recovering, found herfelf
again in the chaife. The poftillion, whe
knew her, had cagried her. thither, and
brought her on te Etherington. She thea
conjured ' that proper perfons might go
back with the driver, and that her Father
would have the benevolence to {uperintend
all that could be done that would be moft
sefpeétfully decent.

. The pottillion acknowledged that it was
bimfelf who had cried, Hold villan! A
{ufpicion of fome mnfchxef bad occurred to
bim, from {geing the end of a piftol jerk.
from the pocket of the gentleman, as he |
got out of the-chaife; and begging a man,
who accidentally pafled while he waited,
to watch his horfes, he ran down a field by
the fide of the lane, whence he heard the
: -words :

7
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words : * The piftol is loaded, and for 1o
. xhild’s play ! upon which, lcemg it raifed,
and the young Lady (hrmk he called out.
Yet Fugema protefted herfelf convinced
that Bellamy had no real defign againf
either his own life or her’s, though terrour,
at the moment, Lad conquered her: he
had meant but to affright her into confent,
knowing well her word once given, with
whatever violence torn from her, would
be held facred. The reft was dreadful ac-
cident, or Providence in that form playing
upon ‘himfelf his own toils. The pious
young widow  was fo miferable at- this
thocking exit, and the fhocking manner
in which the rcmains were left expofed,
that her Mother had fet out herfelf to give
orders in perfon, from the half-way houfe, ~
- for bringing thither the body, till Mr. Ty-
rold could give his 6wn diretions. She
found, however, that bufinefs alréady done.
- The man called by the poftilion had been
joinéd by a party of labourers, juft leavin
- off work ; thofe had gathered others; they
had procured fomé broad planks which ferved
for a:bier, and bad humanely conveyed the
‘body to the inn, where the landlord was
affured the poftillion would cormie back
w:th fome account of him, though little
cglgy had only - learnt-in general that' he
been found murdered near a wood.
¢ Eugenia
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- ¢ Evugenia is juft now,” faid Mrs. Ty-
rold, in conclufion,  plunged into an *
abyfs of ideas, frightful to her humanity
and oppreflive to ithe tendernefs of her
heart Her nature is too noble to rejoice
in a releafe to herlelf, worked by means fo
horrible, ard big with notions of retribu-
tion for the wretched culprit, and which
even vengeance the moft implacable might

fhudder._ Neverthelefs, all will impercep-)

tibly pafs away, fave the pity inherent in
all good minds for vice and its penalties,
- To. know his abrupt- punifhment, and not
to be hocked, would be inhuman; but to
grieve with any regard for a man of fuch
principles and condu¢t, would be an out-
Tage to all that they have injured and of-
fended.”- i

This view of the tranfattion, by better
reconciling Camilla to the ultimate lot of -
her fifter, - brought her back to refle&t upon

her own. Still the bad not gathered with ..

preciﬁon,how fhe had been _'difcovered.
To pronounce the name of Edgar was im-
poflible; but after a }ong paufe, which
Mrs. Tyrold, bad hoped was given again to
repofe, the ventured-to fay, “ I have not
Lt ‘heard, my deareft Mother, to what
nign ch:mcg 1 ;mmedtately owe my pre-
fent unfpeakable, unnierited happinefs ¢
: . Mrs.
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Mrs. Tyrold looked at her a moment in
filence, as if to read what her queftion
offered bLeyond its mere werds: but fhe
faw. her eyes haftily withdrawn from the
examination, and her: cheeks fuddenly in-
veloped with the bed clothes.

Quietly, and. without turning towards

her again, fhe refumed her narrative,
. - Lengaged the worthy poftillion of my
poor Eugcnia to drive me, purpofing to
fend Ambroic on with him; while I waited
at the half-way houfe: but, about two
miles off, -Ambrofe, who rode betore, was
ftopt by a gentleman, whom hz met in'a
poft-chaife ; when I came up: to him, [
ftopt alfo. It was Mr. Mandlebert.”

Camilla, who had looked up, now agiin
baftily drew back, and Mrs. Tyrold after
a fhort paufe, went om.

“ His intelligence, of courfe, finithed
my fearch. My firft idea was to convey
you inflantly home; but the particulars I
gathered made ‘me fear removing. you.
When I entered your-reom,  you were
afleep ;1 dredded to furprife, vet could

not refrain taking a view of you, and while-

I locked, you 1uddenly awoke. - .
AlL!  thought Camilla, ’tis to Edgar,
~ then, that ulumately I owe this bleft mo*
. ment ! . N ST Y [P |
. . “ But
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" % But my Father,” the cried, *my deareft’
"Mother, —how came my dear Father to
know where you had found me ?” '
= At Belfont he learnt the way you had
fet out, and that Eugenia and Bellamy
were.from -home ; and, -without lofs of
-'tlme—regardlefs of the ‘might and of faft-
‘ing,~he returned by a route through which
he traced you at every imn where you had
-changed horfes. He alfo entered as you
‘were ﬂeepmg—and we watched together by
your fide.” ‘

Again filial gratxtude filénced all but it-
felf; and fleep; the fofteft fhe had known
for many months, foon gave to oblivion
‘every care-in Camilld,-

The changeful tide of mental {pirits from
‘mifery ‘to enjoyment, is not more rapid
than the tranfition from perfonal danger to
fafety, in the elaftic period of youth, 'Tis
‘the epoch ‘of extremes; and moderation,
by which alone ‘we learn the true ufe of
-our bleflings, is a wifdom we are frequently
‘only taught -to appreciate when redund-
ance no longer requires its praQice.

Camilla,- from forrow ‘the moft defolate,
bounded to joy that refufed a folicitude:;.-
and from. an illnefs that held her {fuf{pended
between deliriam and ditfolution, to eafe -
that had no complaint. The fufferings
-wlucb had deprived her of the benefit ?tf

- re
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reft and mourifbment were Bo f{ooner . re-
moved, than fhe appeared to be at once
reftored to health ;. though to repair the
waftes of ftrength fome tume yet was.ne-
ceffary. . . :

Mrs. Tyrold determined to carry her
this afternoon to Etherington. . The re-
mains of the wretched Bellamy, in a cof-
fin and hearfe brought from Winchefter,
had been fent to Belfont in the morning :
and Mr. Tyrold bad follawed, to give every
direction that he fhould be buried as the
mafter of the houfe; without reference to
the condu@ which -had forfeited all fuch
refped. :

Though the evil committed by the non-
deliverance of Camilla’s letter was now
patt all remedy, Mrs. Tyrold thought

1t every way right to endeavour to diico-

ver where lay the blame: and by the two
" ufual modes of menace and promifes, fhe
“learnt that the countryman, when he ftopt
to drink by the way, had, in lighting his
.Pipe, let the letter take fire; and fearing
to lofe the recompenfe he had expefted,
‘bad fet his confcicace apart for a crown,
+ and rcturned with the eventful falfehood,
which had made Camilla think." herfelf
ab&ndoned, and her friends deplore ber as
- loft, ‘

Camilit.
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" Camilla foynd, with extreme fatisfaction,
that Mrs. Tyrold meant liberally. to re-
eompenfe Mrs, Marl, for the trouble and
patience with whiclr fhe had attended to.a
guett fo little profitable : while Peggy, to-
whofe grateful remembrance fhe owed the
confideration the had met with in her de-
ferted condition, was rewarded by a much
larger {fum than fhe bad ever before pofief- -
fed. - Camilla was -obliged to confefs fhe
bad parted with a” plédge for future pay-
ment : but fhe fhewed fo much diftrefs
upon the fubjedt, that .Mm, .Tyrold,
though fhe looked anxioufly furprifed, de~
manded it’ without enquiring into its hife
tory. : )
’)I,‘he excefs of delight to Camilla in pre-
paring to return to Etherington, rendered
" her infenfible to all fatigue, till the was de-
fcending the ftdirs; when the recollettion
of the.fhock fhe had received from the
corpfe of Bellamy, made her tremble fo
exceedipgly, that (he could fcarcely walk

aft the door of the room in which it had

n lam. ’ |

- » » »

Ambrofe had announced their intended
arrival, and at the gate of the garden, the

. timidy

L4
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timid, but affe@®ionate Lavinia, was wait=
ing to receive them; and as Camilla, in
alighting at the houfe door, met her tender
embraces, a well-known voice reached her
ears, calling out in lurried accents, “ Where
1s fhe ? Is fhe come indeed ? Are you quite
fure? And Sir Hugh, hobbling rather
than walking inte the hall, folded her in
his feeble arms, fobbing over her: < .1
ean’t believe it for joy ! Poor finmer that
.-Tam,and the caufe of all our bad doings !
how can I have deferved fuch a thing as this,
to have my own little girl come back to
--me ? which could rot have made my heart
gladder, if } had had no fhare in all this
bad mifchief| which God knows I've had
-enough, owing to my poor head doing
always for the worft, for all my being the
oldeft of us all ;. which is a thing I've often
thought remarkable enough, in the point of
my knowing no better; which, however, I
hope my dear little dasling will excufe for
the fake of my love, which is never happy
but in feeing her.” "

The heart of Camilla bounded with grate-
ful joy at fight-of this dear Uncle, and at
fo tender a reception : and while with equal

*» emoticn, and equal weaknefs, they were
unable to fupport either each-other or them-
felves, the worthy old Jacob, his eyes running
over, came to help his Mafter back  to the

- ’ ' pariour,
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parlonr, and Mrs; Tyrold and Lavintacon-
veyed thither Camilla; who was but juft,
placed upon a fofa, by the fide of her fond
Uncle, when the door of an innes. apart-
ment was _foftly - opened, and pale, wan,
and meagre, Eugenua appeared at it, faying,,
as faintly, yet with open arms, the adwanccd
to Camilla; “ Let me too—your poor
harraffed, and but half-alive Eugema, make;
one in this precious fcene | Let me fee the
joy of my kind Uncle—the revival of py.
honoured Mother, the happinefs of my dear’
Lavinia—and feel even my own heart beat
once more with delight in the bofom of i itse
darling fifter!—my {6 mourned —but now
for ever, I truf}, reftored to me, moft dear
Camilla!” L

Camilla, thus cnmrclcd in her Mother's,
Uncle’s, Sifter’s, arms at once, gafped,”
fighed, finiled, and (hed tears in the fame
gmtcful micute, while fondly fhe ftrove to
articulate, “ Am Il.again at- Pthermgton
and at Clevesin one ? And thus indulgently
received? thus more than forgiven? My
heart wants room for its joy ! my Mother !
‘my Bifters ! if you knew what defpair has
been my portion! 1 feared even the fight
of my dear Uncle himlelf, left the forrows
and the errours of a creature he fo kindly
loved, thould have demolithed his generous

heart !
¢ Mine,
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« Mine, my deareft little girl ?”* cried
the Baronet, ¢ why what would that have
Gignified, in compatifon to fuch a young:
one as yours, that ought to know no for-
row yet a while? God knows, it being
time enough to begin ; for it is but melan-
choly at beft, the cares of the world ; which
if you can’t keep off now, will be overtak-
ing you at every turn.” .

Mrs. Tyrold entreated Camilla might be
fpared further converfation. Eugenia had
already glided back to her chamber, and
begged, this one folacing interview over, to
be difpented with from joining the family
at prefent : Camllla was removed alfo to her
chamber; and the tender mother divided
her time and her cares between thefe two
recovered treafures of her-fondeft affections
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CHAP. IX.
o - Queftions -and Anfwers,

A R Tyrold-did not-return till the next

_ day from Belfont,- where through the
account he gave from his daughter, the vio-:
lent exit of thé miferable: Bellamy was
called accidental death. Various circum-
ftances had now acquainted him with the
Iftory of that wretched-man, who was the
younger fon of the mafter of a great gaming-
houfe. - In his firft youth, he had been ut-
terly negle@ed, and  left to run’ wild whi-
ther he chofe; ‘but his father afterwards be-
coming very rich, had beftowed upon him
as good an education as the late period at
which it was begun could allow, He was:
intended for a lucrative bufinefs; but he
bad no' application, and could retain no
poft : he went into the army; but he had
no - courage, and was f{peedily calhiered,
Inheriting a paffion for the means by which
the parental fortune had been raifed, he:
devoted himfelf next to its purfuit, and"
won' very largely. But as ‘extravagance
and good luck, by long cuftom, go hand
in hand, he fpent as falt as he acquired;
and upon a tide of fortune in his disfavour,
~ ' was

.
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was tempted to reverfe the chances by un-
fair play, was found out, and as ignomini-
oufly chaced from! thé “field of hazard as
from that of patriotifm. His father was no
more; his eldeft brother would not afflift
bim; he fold therefore his houfe, and all
be poffefied but his wardrobe, and, relying-
upon a very uncommonly handfome face
and perfon, determined to feek a fairer log,
by eloping, if poffible, with .f{ome heirefs.
He thought 'if however ‘prudent not only
to retire from London, but to make a little
change in his name, which from Nicholas
Gwigg he refined into Alphonf{e Bellamy.

. He. begun his career by a- tour inta Wales ;

where . he infinuated- himfelf into the ac-.
quaintance of Mrs. E&on, juft after the had’
married Mifs Melmond to Mr. Berlinton ;
and theugh this was not an intercourfe that
could ‘travel to Gretna Green, the beauty
acd ramantic turn of the bride of fo dif-,
proportioned,a marriage, -opened, t bis un-
principled. mind a fcheme yet more flagi-
tjous. Fortunately, however, for his fair.
deftined prey, foon after thgiconpexion was
formed, -(he left Wales; and the fearch of
new adventures -carried him, .by various
chances, .infp Hampthirg.: Byt -he had
eftablithed with her.a corgefpondence, and
when he had caught, or rather forced, an
heirefs /into legal {nares, the" difcovery of
. : “who.
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who and what he was, became lefs impor-
tant, and he ventured again to town, and
renewed his heinous plan, as well as his in-
veterate early habits ; till furprifed by fome
wnpleafant | recolle&ors, . debts of honour,

which he had.found it convenient to elude

upon- leaving the Capital, were claimed,
and he found it impoffible to appear withe
out _fatisfying fuch demands. Thence his
cruel and inordinate perfecation of his un-
happy wife far money; and thence, ulti-

mately, the brief vengeance which had re«

verberated upon his own head.

» * . *

" Camilla, who(e danger was the refult of
felf-negle&, as her fufferings had all flowed
from mental anguifli, was already able to go
down to the ftudy upon the arrival of Mr.
Tyrold ; where fhe received, with grateful
rapture, the tender bleflings which. wel«
comed her to -the paternal arms—to her
home—to peacerrto fafety-»—and pnmaval
joy. -

- Mr. Tyrold fparmg to her yet weak
nerves any immediate explanations upon
the.paft, called upon Lis wife to aid him to
communicate, in the quieteft manner, what
had been done at Belfont to Eugenia;

VOL. V. o.. charging
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charging Camilla to take no part in a {cens
inevitably fhocking;: s

Once more in the appropriate apartment
of her Father, where all her earlieft fcenes
of gayeft felicity had - paffed, - but which,
of late, fhe had only approached with ter~
rour, only entered to weep, fhe experienced
a delight the moft exquifite in the renova-
tion of priftine confidence, and fearlefs eafe,
She taok from her bofom~—where alone fhe
could ever bear to keep it—her loved
lacket, ' delighting to attribute to .it this
reftoration ta dameftic epjoyment ; though
feeling at the fame time, a renewal of {uf-
pence from the return of its donor, and
from the affeCting interview into which the
had been furprited, that broke in upon
even her filial happinefs, with bitter, ty-
rannical regret. Yet {he prefied-to her be-
fom the cherithed fymbol of fitlt regard,
and was holding it to her lips, when
Mrs. Tyreld, unexpectedly, re-entered the
soom. . :
In extreme.confufion, ‘fhe thut it into its
fhagreen cble, and wis going toreftore it to
her pocket; but infolding it, with her.
davghter’s - hand, . between . each of her
own, M. Tyrold faid, ¢ Shall I ever,
my dear girl, Jearn the hiftory of this
locket ?* . . S S
. P I (@) yesy
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# O yes, my deareft:Mother,”" (aid the
blufhlng Camilla, “ of that—and of every
~—and of all thmgs-you have - only—yot(
have merely—"

« If it diftreffes you, my dear thlld we
will leave it to another day,” faid Mirs, Ty
rold, whofe eyes Camilla faw, as the now
raifed her own, were fivimming in tears. :

“ My Mother! my deareft Mother!”!
cried fhe, with the tendereft alarm, * has
any thing new happened P—Is Eugema
greatly agcded ”

¢ She is ‘all, every way, and in every

. refpect” faid Mrs. Tyrold, * whatever the
fondeft, or even the proudeft Mother could
wilh. But I do not at this inftant moft
think of her. I am not without fome fears
for my Camilla’s firength, in thé imme-
diate demand that may be made wpon her
fortitude. Tell me, my child, with'that
fincerity which {o lohg has been mutually
endearing between us, -tell me if you think
you can fee here, agaih, and as ufual,
without any rifk to your health, one long
admitted and welcomed as a part of thc
family ?”

She ftarted, changed colour, looked up,
caft her eyes on the floors but foon fee<
ing Mrs. Tyrold -hold an handkerchief
bathed in tears to her face, loft all dread,
and even all confcioufnefs in tender grati<
. 02 - tude,
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tude, and threwing her arms round her
peck, “ O my Mother,” (he cried, * you
who weep not for yourfelf—fcarcely even
in the moft poignant forrow—can you weep
for me ?—1 will fee—or I will avoid who-
ever you pleafe—I fhall want no fortitude,
-1 fhall fear nothing—no one—not even
myfelf—now again under your proteétion !
I :will fcarcely ewen thisk, my bcloved
Mother, but by your guidance !”
" -« Compofe yourfelf, then, my deareft
girl: and, if you believe you are equal to
behaving with firmnefs, I will not refufe
his requeft of re-admiffion.” -
¢ ¢ His requeft ?”’ repeated Camilla, with
involuntary quicknefs; but finding Mrs.
Tyrold did not notice it, gently adding,
¢ That perfori that—I believe—you mean
—bhas done nothing, -my dear Mother, to
~merit expulfion !—"".

“ I am happy to hear you fay fo; I have
been fearful ‘y, I muft own, and even
piercingly difpleafed with him.” = -

- ¢ Ah, my dear Mother! how kind was
the partiality that turned your difpleafure
fo wrong a way! that made you,—even
you, my dear Mother, liften to your fond-
, nefs rather than to your juftice!—" .
. She trembled at the temerity of this vin-
dication the moment it had efcaped her,
and looking another way, fpoke again of
‘ ' Eugenia ;
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Eugenia j- but Mrs. Tyrold now, tak‘in'g
both her hands, and feeking, though vainly,
to meet her eyes, faid, “ My deareft child,
I grow painfully anxious to end a thoufand
doubts ; to fpeak and to hear without fur-
ther ambiguity 'or referve. If Edgar—" -

Camilla again changed colour, and ﬁrove
to witkidraw her hands.

«‘Take courage, my dear love, and let
‘one final explanation relieve us both at
‘dnce. " If Edgar has merited well of you,
_why are you parted P—1If ill—why this fo-
licitude, my oplmon of htm fhould be un-
thaken

Her head now dropt upon Mrs. Tyrolds
fhoulder, as fhe faintly anfwered, “ He de-
ferves your good opinion, - my deareft Mo-
ther—for he adores you—I cannot be um-
juft to him,—~though hé has made me—1
-own—not very happy ! - -

", 14 Defignedly, my Camillz ?”

* O, no, my deareft Mother [—he wouId
not do that to an enemy !”

*“ Speak out, then, and fpeak clearer,
-my deareft Camilla. If you think of him
fo well, and are fo fure of his good inten-
tions, what—in two words,—~what is it
that has parted you ?” ~

“ Accident, my deareft Mother,-—de-
luding appearances,—falfe internal reafoning -
on my part,—and on his, continual mit-

03 con-
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conftruction ! O my deargft- Mothet ! -how

}cve I miffed your guiding care ! I had ever

¢ {femblance, by fome cruel circumftance,
fome inexplicable fatality, to negle& his
counfel, oppofe his Judgment, deceive his
cxpe@ations, and trifle with his regard !~

Yet, with a heart faithful, grateful, de-
voted,—O my deareft Mother !—with an
cfteem that defies all comparifon,—a refpect
clofely meliorating even to veneration l=
Never was heart—my dearcft Mother, -fo
‘truly imprefled. with the worth of another
~ with: ghe nobjenefs—". .

A buzzmg noife from the adjormug paz-

Jomr, founding fomething between a firug-

gle and .a difpute, {uddenly ftopt her—and
as.bhe raifed her head from the bofom of

.he,; Mother, in which fhe had feemed feek~
fng (helter fram the very confidence fhe
was pouring forth, fhe faw the door- opened,
and the objecl of whom fhe was fpeaking
‘appear,at it.—Fluattered, colouring, trem-
blicg,--yet with eyes refulgent with joy,and

_every feature fpeaking extacy.

.. Almoft faintiog with fhame and furpnfq,
he gave herfelf up .as difgraced, if pot dif-
shonoured evermore, for a {hort, . but bitter
Lalf moment. It was not longer. Edgar
_rufhing forward, and, fevzxno .the _bhands of
. Mrs. Tyrold, even while they were encir-
ch.nv her dzqopipg, ﬂmal\.mg, half expir-

ing
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ing Cainilla, prefled them with ardent re-
fpect to his hps, rapidly exclaiming, “ My
more than Mother | my dear, kind, excel-
Jent, ineftimable friend !«—Forgive this bleft -
intrufion—plead for me where I dare not
now {peak-+and raife your indeed maternal
eyes upon the happieft—the moft devoted
of your family !
‘. % What is it overpowers e thus this
morniog £ cried Mrs. Tyrold, leaning her
head upon her clinging Camilla, while
large drops fell from her eyes; ¢ Misfor-
tune, I fee, is not the greateft teft of our
philolophy ! = Joy, twice to day, has com-
pletely demolithed mine !”
© s What geodne(s. is this! what encou-
ragement to hope fome indulgent interceflion
“heres~where the fenfe that now breaks in
uvpon me of ungeneraus—cver to be la-
mented ~and, 1 had nearly faid, execrated
.doubt, fills me with fhame and regret—-
and makes me—even at this foft reviving,
‘heart-reftoring" moment, feel undeferving .
my own hopes!” :

¢ Shall I -- may I leave him to make his
peace ?’ whilpered Mrs. Tyrold to her
daughtcr, whoie head fought concealment
even to annthilation ; but whofe arms, with
wliat force they - poffeffed, detained her,
uttering faintly but rapidly, * O no, no,
no!” :

4 04 (3 My



fhe telieved it reality ; ¢ fo incredible—

296 CAMILLA.

“ My more than Mother!” again cried
Edgar, « I will wait till that felicity may
be accorded me, and put myfelf wholly un-
der your kind and powerful influence.
One thirg alone I muft fay ;—I have too
much to anfwer for to take any fhare of
the mifdemeanours of another!— I have
not been a treacherous liftener, though a
wilful obtruder.—~See, Mrs.~Tyrold ! who
placed me in that room =—=who is the ac-
complice of my happipefs ?”’

With a {mile that feemed to beam but
the more brightly for her gliftening eyes,
Mrs. Tyrold looked to the door, and faw
there, leaning againtt it, the form fhe moft
revered ; furveying themall with.an éxpref-
fion of fatisfattion fo perfe&, contentment
fo benign, and pleafure mingled with fo
much thankfulnefs, that her tears now
flowed faft from unreftrained delight; and
Mr. Tyrold, approaching to prefs at once
the two objets of his moft exquifite. ten-
dernefs to his breaft, faid, * This furprife

_was not planned, but circamftances made

it more than irrefiftible. . .It was not, how-
cver, quite fair to my Camilla, and if fhe
is angry, we will-be felf-exiled till fhe can
pardon us.” » L

¢ This is fuch 2. dream,”’—cried Camilla,
as now, firft, - from the voice. of her Father

{o
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fo umntc]hglble—-l find it entirely—impof-

ﬁble--‘-lmpoﬁible to comprchcnd any thmg
I fee or hear !’—

“ Let the paft,—not the prefent,” cried
Edgar, « be regarded as the dream! and
generoufly drive it from your mind as a fe-
ver of the brain, with which reafon had no
fhare, -and for which memory muft find no
place.”

“ If T could underftand in the leaft,”
faid Camilla, % what thls all mcms*- --
what »

+ Mr. Tyrold now infifted that Edgar
thould retreat, while he made fome expla+
natipn ; and then related to his trembling,
doubting, wondering daughter, the follow-'
ing circumf{tances.

Tn returning from Belfont, he had | opf
at the half-way-houfe; where he ha
ceived from Mrs. Marl, a letfer that, had
it teached him as it was intended, at Ether-
ington, would have quickened the gengral .
meeting, yet nedtly have brokeéd‘his héart,
It was that which, for want of a meflengtr)!
had never been fent, and which chg’y, in
cleaning the bed-réom, had found' unger a'
table, where it had fallen, fhe fuppo{'cs
wheri the candle was put upon it for Teads
ing prayers; - e
1 ¢ There was another Fetter, too !”* infer:’
mpttd Cauml]a, with-quick'blufhing recel-'

. 05 lection j=—
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le&tion ;% but my illnefs—and all that has

followed, made me forget them both till,

this vety moment=~Did fhe fay any thmg
of any~other I’ -
¢ Ys ;—the other had been dchvered
according to its addrefs.”

“ Good Heaven !
. Be not fri htencd my Cam;lla,——all
has been beaumgully dire@ed for the beft.
My 2accomplice had received his early in
tlie moining; he ‘was at the houfe; by
fome fortunate hazard, when it was found
and; - being well known there, Mr. Marl
gave it to him immediately, | .
- How terrible }—It was meant on]y in
ca'c—-—l had ieen no one any more !”’—

« The intent, and the event, have been
Lappily, my duld at war. He came in-

tly hither, and enquired for me; I was

not retumed he atked my route, and rode
to follew or meet me. : About an hour ago,
we encountered upon the road : be gave his
herfe to his.groom, and came into the chaife
tom

Ca;mllz now could w;th d@ﬂi@k)f liften; 3
but her thh,er h,u[’(uzcd to acquamt her,
that Edgar, with tha moft genereus apolo-
g\ps, the.moft liberal (dt—b!amf‘, had ‘re-
demanded his confent for a ugion, from
whicl: every, doubt was wholly,  and even
migaculoufly r;movcd, by leapaing ‘b;:s
- iAl the
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the true feelings of her heart, as depicted at
L the awful crifis of estpefted diffolution,
The ‘tettiring frhiles ‘which_foréed | thieir
way fiow throtigh the tears and bluthes of
Canrilfa, théwed how vainly fhe ftrove to
mingtle the regret of fhame with the felicity
of fond ferdtity, produced by this eventful
actideht! But wheri‘(he ftkrfﬁer*héaré{' that
Edgaf, in Flafidéts, Had” met with Liboel,
who, 10’ frankly redoutiting His _tfi‘ﬂﬁ.‘t'ﬁ;tié';
dnd ad¥entifes; had given fomé expldna,
tion$ that. had 'induced him ‘inftahtly 'to
¢ek a phffabé f8t-His retarn home, fhz fele
all ot happindf§ retire ‘froni lier fidatt] =
vanifh-eteq frofd hel ideus, ! 377
. You ‘are’ndt’ ‘aghty,” them,” legth M7
Tiyrold, as {milingly he refd heridelighted
fenfations, ¢ tha }”Wzﬁt’gd not to*confult-
?c}'ﬁ'? That I pdve *back “Ze! once; tif con?
ent? That "I folded: I’ agaity iy

-

. arms I agaih-L AP thy o 74 "i"g
~1She’*coutd But ek the fahle | redftitl s
and he’¢ontinued, * {* Would not': bring
him in with "nie; 'I'was not akate m
dear_gitl was {o rayidly vecovered, and 1
bad ¢ tdlk to fultdl to,my poor Eugénid
- that was Tl my fitft aim:’ But T ‘pro?
mifed " bat” within aii bou,, §dut | Motle
at leat, fhould wétcome iim. ~* He ‘Woul;
walk,” he' faid, for thar |criod:’ Wheén'l
me.t'hé'r, ‘['hinted at wiat “vas pafling,” and
flit’ follewed me to our Eugenia; I then
06 briefly
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triefly communicated my adventure, and
your Mother, my .Camilla, loft herfglf in
bcaqno it,, 'Will .you not, - like._ me —
yvxthdnaw rom her all reverepce?, ‘Her eyes
gufhed with tears,—fhe wept, as you: weep
at this moment,; fhe was fp ure Edgar, Man-
dlebert could aloge prefex:v 'ou from dag-
. ger, yet. make yqu happy—~Wps (he wrang,
my depr.child 2 S};gl} w;:(attaqk oW _her
judgment, as. well as hér. ogtitnde ™.
Orly  at ‘her- feet could, Cimilla thew
her gratitude ; to a&tion Ihe had recourfe,
for, words werg, inade qual;g, ‘and. _the ten=<
dereft. camﬁfe_s now {poke_beft fo; them all.
Refpe@t for the iituatign, -of _Fugenia,
whe -had’ de&red fm:7 ba}fu? rr(weekf to live
wholly “up " Rtairs and anne, determined
Mr. and ‘Mrs. Tyrold 40 keep back for
. fome time the knowledge of thys, event from
the fa mll .Camilla_was, moﬁ; happy to-
Pa)’ u¢b %‘ &g é«j:nqon ta hey: fifter; but
wh ;p, yrold was ea)mg €, to con-
lult upon it with Edgar, the ingenuouliefs
of her nature urged her trreﬁ{txbly to fay,
% Since all this'has pafled, my deareft Fa-
ther—my deareft ‘Mpther —does it not
feem g5'if | fhould’ nqw myfglf —_——"
She. ftopt s but’ the was ~upderftood 3
iley both fmiled, and 'Mr. lTyroId Hnme-
dxately bnngmo in Fdoax;, fald “1 find my,
p:xrdon, my dear fellow- qui;&rlt, is already
_.granted 3

-~

“ B
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_granted ; if you have doubts of your own,
try your eloquence for yourfelf.” .. .
He left the room, and Mrs, Tyrald was
gently rifing to quietly follow, but Ca-
milla, with.a lgok of entreaty, of\ which fhe
knew the fincerity, and would not refift
the ¢arncfinefs, detained her. .~ . =
« Ah yes, ftay, deareft Madam | cried
Edgar, again refpefully taking 'her hand,
~ *,and -through-your unalterable oodpefs,
let me hope to procure pardon for a difz
sruft which 1 here for ever renounce; but
which :had its origin in my never daring
to hope what, at this moment, I have the
felicity to belicve. Yet now, even now,
without _your kind- mediation, this dear
convalefcent may -‘plan fome probationary
trial, at which my whole mind, after this
long fuffering, revolts. Will you be my
saution, my, degreft” Mrs, Tyrold 7 Wil
ou venture—and will you deign to pro-
mife, that if a full and generous forgive-
_ befs may be pronounced—"" L
. ¢ Forgivene ? in a foft voice inter-
supted Camilla: ¢ Have 1 any thing to.
forgive; I theught all apology—all ex-
planation, refted on my part ! and that
Wy ipprudencies—my rafbnefs—my {0 of;
ten-ernng judgmeént—and fo' apparently,
alioft even culpable condu&t—"

&, ":..'.‘“ Q? my

[0 TR MEEREEIREY /%
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“ 0, my Camilla! my now oewn Ca-
milla! cgied Edgar, venturing to change
thé hand of the Mother for that of the
daughter ;% what to¢, tho touching words
and coticeflions are thefe -Shffer me,'then,
to tope an‘2€t of oblivion' aray take place
of . retrolpedtion, 2 clear, . liberal};-dped
gmnefty anticipate explanation” dnd enp

’l.liry-”_t‘ 5 :- PV -' ‘;:A:.“ LT . ..;
-« Are you' fure,” faid Camilla, fmilthg,
 this is your intereft, and not imine ?—
Does he ot make 4 miftake, 'my deareft
Mother; and turn fny advocate,, idftead of
his own?"- And-can 1 ?airly"taﬁé’:fdvfaﬁt'age
of fuch an errout > ¥ © o T
““The fun-tine of Hef returhing’ finiles
went warm to.her Mother’s heart; and gave
a glow to the checks of Edgar, and a

" brightnels to his ejes tBat irradiated his

whole ‘countenance., ® ¥olr’ penctratin
judgmént,” faid be, t5 Mré Tyrold, ¢ it
take in' at once'more thatt dny” pfoteons,
any proteftations cam urge for e :—you
{éé'the pealc, tht pardon, which tholt eyes
do not feek to withhojd~will you then
vénturé, my mote’ that. rattrdal ‘friend !
my Mhcr, il every theahiig whitds affecd
tion'dnet feverence ¢an give 8 thite ‘teveted
appeflation  will you venture' at 'once—
pow--.upori this " 'dear “and- evet -aftet “hal-
lowed ‘minute—to feal the kind confent of

my
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my truly paternal guardian, and to give
me an example of that truft and confidence
which my whole future life fhall look wpcn
as 1ts leflon

. % Yes !” an{'wered Mirs. Tyrold, inftant«
ly. joining their "bands, “.and with. every
fecurity that the happinels cf alf our lives
~—my child’s, my huofband’s, your’s, my
valued Edgar, and my own, will' all owe
their felicity to the blefling with which I
now. lay my hands upon oly two precxous
childrent”- . N L

Tears were the only language that ‘could
exprefs the. fulnefs of joy which fucceeded:
to fo much forvaw ; :and when Mr. Tyrold:
veturned, and had unnted his tendereft ‘be-
nedi¢tion: with that of his beloved wife,
Edgar was'permitted to remain alone with
Camilla ; and the clofe of his long. doubts,
and her own long pefplexities, was a réci-
procal cenfidence that left nothing untold,:
not an:ation unrelatedj not cVena thought
unacknowledged. .

. Edgar confetled that he no fooner had
qum.cd ber, than he {ufpected the jufticet
of his decifion ; the turn which: of late het
had:takem, deubtfully «to watch: her every:
ation; and- fufplclouﬂy to Judgu her every:
motive, though it had impelled Kim in het
prefence, ceated to pperate i her abfence.-
Hewas t00 noblg to betray thewell-meant,

cx though
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though not well-applied warnings of Dr.
Marchmont, yet' he acknowledged, that
when left to cool refle&tion, a thoufand
palliations arofe for every ftep he could not.
poﬁtlvely vindicate : and when, afterwards,
from the frank communication of Lionel,
he learnt what belonged to the myf’cenous
offer of Sir Sedley Clarendel, that the would
fuperintend the dipofal of his fortune, and
the deep obligation in which fhe had been
tnnocently involved, his heart fmote him
for having judged ’ere he had inveftigated
that. tranfadion ; and in a perturbation un--
fpeakable of quick repentance and tender--
nefs, he fet ougy for England. But when,
at the half-way-houfe, he ftopt as ufual to.
reft his horfes in his way to Beech Park,—:
wisat were his emottons at the fight of the
locket, ;which the landlady told him had:
been pledged by a lady in diftrefs ! He be-:
{fought her pardon for the manner in which-
"he had made way tb her; but the.almoft.
frantic anxiety which feized him to know. if.-
or not it was fhe, and to_fave her, if {o,
from the intended intrufion.of; the landlord,.
made him irrefiftibly prefer it to the plainer
mode of - fending in his pame; and fome:
meflage. His thock at her viewin fuch a.
ﬁate, he would not ‘tow revive ; but the:
impropriety of blddmg the landlady quit;
the chamber,mnd thei impoffibility ef..en<
tering .

.
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tering into ap explanation in her hearing,
alone reprefled, at that agitated moment,
the avowal of every fenfation with which
his heart was labouring. ¢ But when,”
he added  fhall I ceale to rejoice that I
had liftened to the good landlady’s hiftory
of‘a fick gueft | When I am tempted to
turn afide from a tale of diftrefs, I will re-
collet what I owe to having given ear to
one !” Loft in wonder at what could have
brought her -to fuch a fituation, and dif-
turbed how to prefent himfelf at the rec-
tory, till'fixed in his plans, he had ridden
to the half-way-houfe that morning, to en-
quire concerning the corpfe that Mrs. Marl
had mentioned —and there——while he was
{peaking with her, the little maid brought
down two letters—one of them directed to
Jhimfelfi— :

% What a.rapid tranfition,” cried he,
“ was then mine, from regrets that robbed
life-of all charms, to profpeéts which paint
it in its moft vivid colours of happinefs! from
wavering the moft deplorable, to refolutions -
.of expiating by a whole life of devoted
fondnefs, the barbarous waywardnefs ‘that
.could deprive me, foi one wilful moment,
of the exquifite felicity of my lot le=" .
- ¢ But ftill,” faid Camilla, *“ I do'not
quite underftand how you .came.in. that
room this morning ?  and how you"augho&
= ~ rize
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rized yourfelf to overhear my confeflions to
my Mother 2.

“Recolle& my acknowledged accomplice,
before you hazard any blame. When I
came hither—fomewhat, I confefs, within
my given hour, Mr. Tyrold received me
himfelf at the door. He told me I was too
foon, and took me into the front parlour.
The partition is thin, I heard my name
- fpoken by Mrs. Tyrold, and the gentle

voice of my Camilla, -in accents }‘et more
gentle thdn even that voice ever {poke be-
fore, anfwering fome queftion; I was not
mylelf, at firft, aware of its tenour—but
when, unavoidably, I gathered it——when
I heard words fo beautifully harmonizin
with what I had fo lately perufed .
would inftantly bave ventured into the
room; but Mr, Tyrold feared furprifin
you—you went on— my fafcinated fou
divefled me of vbedience—of caution— of
all but joy and gratitude—and he ‘could no
longer reftrain me. And now with which
of Ler offenders will my Camilla quarrel 2

“I muft only, in {uiue,” cried fhe,
{fmiling, ** fpca’ ill; of you—and then you
will find lels picalure: in, the thinodls of a
partitian " R T

_ Fafthfuily fhé . returned his communica-
tion, by the fulleft, n.oft candid, and un-
fparing account of every tranfadtion of her

: ' fhort
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fhort. life, from the flill fhorter period
of its being put into voluntary motion.
With nearly breathlefs intereft, he liftened.
to the detail of her tranfactions with Sir
Sedley Clarendel, with pity to her debts,
and with horrour to her difficulties, But
when, through the whole ingenuous narra-
tion, he found himfelf the conftant pbje&@
of every view, the ultimate motive to
every a&tion, even where leaft it appeared,
his happinefs, and his gratitude, made Ca-
miila {oon forget that {urrow had ever been
known to her. : .

They then fpoke of her two favourites
Mos. Arlbery, and Mrs, Berlinton; and
though fhe was animated in her praife of
the good qualities of the firft, and the {weet
attraltion of the laft, the confefled the dan-

er, for one fo new in the world, of chufing
riends diftinét from thofe of her family;
and voluntarily promifed, during her pre-
fent fcafon of inexperience, to repole the
future choice of her conneétions, where the
could never be happy without their ap-
provance.

The two hundred pounds to Sir Sedley
Clarendel, he determined, on the very day
that CamillAhould be his, to return to the
Baronet, under the privilege, and in the
pame of paying ¥ for a brotier.

In
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In conference thus foftly balfamic to every
paft wound, and thus delicioufly opening
to that fummit of carthly felicity—confi-
dence unlimited entwined around affettion
unbounded—hours might have paflfed, un-
numbered and unawares, had not prudence
forced a feparation, for-the repofe of Ca=

. rmlla.

-
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CHAP. X.

“The laft Touches of the Pillure,

LATE as Edgar quitted the reCtory, he

went not ftraight to Beech Park; every
tie both of friendthip and propriety carried
him firft to Dr. Marchmont; who had too
much feeling to wonder at the power of his
fate incitements, and too much goodnefs
of heart not to felicitate him upon their
iflue. .

The following day, the Weftwyns pre-
fented -themfelves at Etherington ; hurried
from a tour they were taking through De-
vanfhire and Cornwall, by intelligence which
bad reached them -that Sir Hugh Tyrold
was ruined, and Cleves was_to be let.
They met, by chance, with Edgar alone ia
the parlour, who, prefuming upon his pe-
culiar intimacy in the family, as ward of
Mr. Tyrold, though without yet: daring to
avow his approaching. nearcr affinity, in-
fifted upon his fuperiour claim for fupplant-
ing them in taking charge of the debt of
his guardian. But Mr. Weftwyn, almoft
angrily, protefted be wauld let no man
upon earth, let him be whofe ward he
pleafed, (hew more refpe@ than himgglf

SN * or
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for the brother of Sir Hugh Tyrold ;- ¢ And
Hal thinks the fame too,” he added, * or
he’s no fon of mine; and fo he’ll foon
fhew you, in a way you can’t guefs, 1 give
you my word. At leaft that’s iy opi-
nion.” _
- He then took his fon apart, and ab-
ruptly whifpered to him, “ As that pretty
girl you and I took fuch a fancy to, at

Southton, ferved us in that {habby man- -

ner, becaufe of meeting with that old lord,
it’s my opinion you'd do the right thing to
take her fifter ; who'’s pretty near as pretty,
and gives herfelf no airs; and that will be
fthewing refpe& for my worthy old friend,
now he's down in the world ; which is ex-
aétly that be did for me when I was down
myfelf, For if he bad not lent me that
thoufand pounds T told you of,” when not a
relation I had would lend me - a hundred,
J might have been ruined before ever you
were born. - Come, tell me your mind,
Hal! off or on ? ‘don’t ftand fhilly {hally ;
it's what 1 can’t bear; fpeak honeftly; I
won't have your choice controlled ; only
this one thing I muft tell you without
ceremony, I thall never thifk’ well of you
~again as'long as ever I live, if you demur
fo much as-a moment, ‘fts what 1 can’t
bear; it i'n’t doing a thing handfomely.
I'can't fay I like it S :
The
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The appearance of Lavinia relieved the
immediate embarraflment of Henry, while
the modeft pleafure with which fhe received
them confirmed the partiality of both.
The éagernefs, however, of the father, ad~
mitted of no delay, and when Sir Hugh-
entered the- room, ithe fon's affent being
obtained, he warmly demanded the fair
Lavinia for his daughter-in-law.

Sir Hugh received the propofition with
the moft copious fatisfation; Mr. and
Mrs. Tyrold with equal,  though more
anxious delight ; and Lavinia hcrfelf with
blufhing but unaffected hopes of happi-
nefs.

Whatever was known to Sir Hugh, no
cautions, nor even his own beft defigns,
could fave from being known to the whole
houfe. Eugenia, therefore, was unavoid-
ably-informed of 'this* tranfaction ; and the

enerous pitafure with which he revived,
%‘om the almoft fettled. melancholy left
upoa her by continual misfortunes, jufti-
fied the impatience of Edgar to accelerate
the -allowed penod for publithing his own
happy hiftory. -

Eugenia wept with joy at tidings fo pre-
cious of her beloved fifter, through whom,
and her ather dear friends, fhe was alone,
fhe faid, fulceptible of joy, though to all
forrow. (e henecforth bid .adieu. . . For
henceforth,” fhe cried, *“ I mean to regard

: myfelf

3
.




312 - CAMILLA.

myfelf as if already I had paffed the bufy
period of youth and of life, and were only
~a fpeQatrefs of others. For this purpofe,
I have began writing my memoirs, which
will amufe my folitude, and confirm my—
I hope, philofophical idea.”

She then produced the opening of her

intended book.

SECTION 1L

¢ No blooming coquette, elated with adulation and
¢ triumphant with conqueft, here counts the glories of
« her eyes, or enumerates the train of her adorers: ne
% beauteous prude, repines at the fatigue of admiration,
* nor.bewails the neceflity of tyranny: O gentle reader!
"« you have the ftory of one from whom fate has with-.
“ held a)l the delicacy of vamty, all. the regale of cru-
“ elty =’

« Here,” mtcrrupted the young bLOgra~
pher, « will follew my portrut,gand then
“ this further addrefs. to my readers.”

¢ O ye, who, young and fair, revel in the attralions
« of beauty, and exult in the pride of" adnmanon, fay,
« where.is your.envy. of the heirefs to .whom: fortune
“ comes with fuch alloys? And. which,. however dif-
“ trefled or impoverithed, would accept my fortune
¢ with wy perfonal defets ?

“ Ye, too, O lords of the creation, mnghty men! im-
# pute not to native vanity the repining fpmt with
- which 1 lamient the lofs of beautyx attribute not to the
o umate weaknefc of my fex, the Xoneern I confefs for

. A . “ my

®
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® my deformity; nor to feminine littlenefs of foul, a re«

¢ gret of which the true fource is to be traced to your

“ own hofoms, and {prirgs from your own taftes: for

¢« the value you yourfelves fet upon external attrattions,

« your own nggleét has taught me to know; and the in-

% differency with which you confider all elfe, your own '
“ duplicity has inftruéted me to feel.”

. Camilla fought to diffuade her from re-
" flexions fo affliCtive, and retrofpeétions fo
poignant ; but they aided her, fhe faid, in
her tafk of acquiring compofure for the re-
gulation of her future life. »

Edgar now received permiffion to make
his communication to the Baronet.

The joy with which Sir Hugh heard it,
was for fome time over-clouded by doubt.
“ My dear Mr. young Edgar,” he faid,
¢ in cafe you don’t know your own mind
vet, in the point of its not changing again,
as it did before, I'd as lief you would not
tell me of it till 'you've taken the proper
time to be at a certainty; frettings about
thefe ups and downs, being what do no
good to me, in point of the gout.”

- But when thoroughly re-affured, “Well,”
he cried, « this is juft ‘the thing I fhould
bave chofe out of all our misfortunes, being
what makes me happier than ever I was in
my life; except once before on the very farne
account, which all turned out to end in
nothing : which, I hope,. won’t happen

VOL. V. . any

. I
’
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any more: for now 1’ve only to pay off al}
our debts, and then I may go back again
to C'ev:.s, which I fhall be glad enough to
do, it beirg but an awkward thing to a
man, after he’s paf’c boyhood, having no
bome of his own.’

Edgar, now, with the moft tender ear-
neftnefs, belought his leave to advance the
fum requifite to return him tranquilly to
his manfion ; but he could not prevail, till
Camilla joined in the petition, and permit-

" ted him, in both their names to entreat, as

their deareft wifh, that they might be
united, according to the firft arrangement,
from Cleves.

This the Baronet could not refift, and
preparations were rapidly made for reinftat -
ing him in his dweliing, and for the double
marriages deftined to “take place upon his
return.

¢“ Well, then, thls, cried he, as he
poured upon them his tendereft bleffings
and ‘careffes, ““is the oddeft of alli My
dear little Camilla, that I took all my for-
tune from, is the very perfon to give me

“* her's as foon as ever fhe gets it! as well

as my own houft over my old head again,
after my turning her, as one may fay, out
of it ! which is a thing as curious, in point
of us poor lgnorant mortals, as if my bro-
ther had put it in a fermon.”

D~ " . < Such
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“ Such turns in the tide of fortune,” faid
Mr. Tyrold, are amongft the happieft lef-
fons of humanity, where thofe who have
{érved the humble and helplefs from mo-
tives of pure difintereftednefs, find they have
-made ufeful friends for themfelves, in the
perpetual viciffitudes of our unftable con-
dition.” .

“ Why, then, there’s but one thing
more, by what I can make out,” faid the
Baronet, “ that need be much upon my
mind, and that I’ve been thinking fomne
time about, in point of forming a fchemse
to get rid of ‘which, I think I've got
a pretty good one : for here’s Lavinia go-
ing to be married to the very oldeft friend [
have in the world; that 1s, to his fon,
which is the fame thing in point of bring-
ing us all together; and my own dear lit-
tle girl, to the befl gentleman in the county,
except for that one thing of going off at the
firft, which I dare fay he did not mean, for
‘which reafon I fhall mention it no more:
and Indiana, to one of-thofe young cap-
tains, that I can’t pretend [ know much
of ; but that’s very excufable in fo young
a perfon, not having had much head from
the beginning; which 1 always make al-
lowance for; my own not being over ex-
traordinary : and Eugenia, poor thing, be-
ing a widow already; for which God be

¥2 praifed ;
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praifed ; which 1 hope is no fin, in point
of the poor lad that’s gone nhot belonging
to any of us, by what I can make out, ex-
_cept by his own doing whether we would
or not; which, however, is neither here
nor there, now he’s gone; for Eugenia
being no beauty, and Clermont having as
good as faid fo, I fuppofe fhe thought fhe
muft yot be too difficult ; which isa thing
young girls are apt to fall into; and boys
too, for the matter of that; for, by what
1 can make out of life, I don’t fee but
what a {cholar thinks a girl had better
~be pretty than not, as much as another
man,”

‘¢ But what, my dear brother,” faid Mr, -

Tyrold, * is your new diftrefs, and new
fcheme ?”? ) o
# Why, I can’t fay but what I'm a little
ut out, that Indiana fhould forget poor
rs. Margland, in the particular of afking
her to go live with her; which, however,
I dare fay fhe can’t help, thofe young cap~
tains commonly not over liking having
¢lderly perfons about them; not that [
mean to guefs her age, which I take to be
fifty, and upwards ; which is no point of
ours. But the thing I'm thinking of is
Dr. Orkborne, in the cafe of their marry-
ing one another.”
(13 My




CAMILLA. 317

& My dear brother !—has any fuch idea
occurred to them ?”

“ Not as I know of ; but Indiana having
done with one, and Eugema with the other,
and me, Lord helpme! not wanting either
of them, why what can I do if they won’t?
the Do&or’s atked to go to town, for the
fake of printing his papers, which I begged
him not to hurry, for I’'m but little fit for
learned converfation juft now; though
when he’s here, he commonly fays nothing ;
only. taking out his tablets to write down
fomething that comes into his head, as I
fuppofe : which I can’t fay is very enter-
taining in the light of a companion. How-
ever, as to his having called me a block-
head, it’s not what I take umbrage at, not
: bemg a wit being. a fault of no man’s, ex-
cept of nature, which nobody has a right
to. be angry at.  Befides, as.to. his havmg a
little pride, it’s what I owe him no ill-
will for ; ; a fcholar having nothmg elfe. but
his learmng, is excufable for making the
moft of it.  However, if they would marry
'one anotlier, 1.ear’t but’ fay Ffhould take
it very well.of théin.. The énly'thmg I
know againft it, is‘the mortal ‘diflike they
have to one another : ahd- that, ‘my dear
brother, is the point I wantto confult you
about; for then we- fbvall be gat off all
e e P3 . round:s
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tound: which would be a great thing -off
my mind.”

When the happy day arrived for return-
ing to Cleves, Sir Hugh re-taok pofieffion
of bis hofpitable manfion, amidit the ten<
dereft felicitations of his fond family, and
the almoft clamorous rejoicings of the afs
fembled poor of the neighbourhood : and
the following morning, Mr. Tyrold gave
the hand of Lavinia to Harry Weftwyn,
and Dr. Marchmont united them; and
Edgar, glowing with happinefs, now puri~
fied from any alloy, recetved from the fame
revered hand, and owed to the fame ho.
_ noured voice, the final and lafting pofief+
fion of the tearful, but happy Camilla.

™ P ™

What further remains to finith this {mall
fketch of a2 PICTURE OF YOUTH,
may be compnfed in a few pages. .

,Indxana ‘was moré ,fortunate in ber north-
ern ¢xpedition, than experiments, of that
pature commonly proye,. Macderfey was
a man of honour, and; poffefied better
«claims to her thap, he.had either language
. or fkill to explain: but the,good Lord
0’L¢mey, who, "tor, bencmlentc the moft
C cheerful.

c.‘
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cheerful, and keennefs the leaft fevere,
joined judgment and generofity, acted as
the guardian of his kinfman, and placed
the young couple in competence and com-

The profefion of Macderfey obliging
him to fojourn frequently in country quar-
ters, Indiana, when the firft novelty of
téte-a-tétes was over, withed again for the
. conftant adulatrefs of her charms and en-
dowments; and, to the inexpreffible rapture
of. Sir Hugh, folicited Mhfs Margland to
be her companion: and the influence of
conftant flattery was fo feduétive to her
weak mind, that, though infenfible to the
higher motive of cherihing her in remem-
brance, of her long cares, fhe was fo fpoilt
by her blandifhments, and fo accuftomed
to her managemcnt, that the parted‘frorn
ber no mare. -

Lavinia, with her defervmg partner,
fpent a month between Cleves and Ether-
ington, and then accompanied him and his
fond father to their Yorkfhire eftate and
refudence. Like all . chara@ers of radical
worth, fhe grew daily upon the efteem and
affeCtion of her new family, and found in
ber hufband-as marked a contraft with
Clermont Lynmere to annul all Hypothefis
of Education, as Lord O’Lerney oppofed
to! Macderfcy, offered dgainf} all pational

prejudice.
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prejudice.  Brought up under the:{ame
tutor, the fame mafters, and at the: fame
univerfity, with equal care, -equal expence,
equal opportunities of every kind, Clermont
turned out conceited, voluptuous, and
fhallow ; Henry, modeft, full of feeling,
and flored with intelligence. : .

Lionel, firft enraged, but next tamed,
by the difinheritance which he had drawn

* upon himfelf, had ample fubje& in his dif-.

appointment to keep alive. his repentance.
.And though enabled to return from banifh-
ment, by the ignominious condemnation,
-with another culprit, of the late partner in
his guilt, he felt fo lowered from his fallen
profpeéts, that he preferred an appointment
which carried him further abroad, where
he rcmained till his bad habits, as well as
‘bad, conneétigns, were forgotten, and time
aided adverfity in forming him a new cha-
ralter. B .
Clermont, for whom his uncle bought a
.commiffion, fixed himfelf in the army;
though with no greater love of his. coun-
‘try, than was appendant to the.opportu-
nity it afforded of fhewing his fine perfon
to regimental advantage. .. -

Mss. Arlbery was amongft: the firft to
Jbaften with congratulations to Camilla.
With too. much underftanding to. betray
her pique. upon the efrour of hier judg-
JRE i ' ment,

4



CAMILLA. 3e1

merit, as to the means of attaching Man~
dlebert, the had too much goodnefs of heart
not to rejoice in the happinefs of her young
friend.

Mrs. Liffin,:who accompanied her in the
wedding vifit, confeflfed herfelf the moft
difappointed and diftreffed of human be-
ings. She bad not, fhe faid, half fo much"
hiberty as when fhe lived with her Papa,
and heartily repented marrying, ahd withed
fhe had never thought of it. The fervants
were always teazing her for orders and di-
seltions ; every thing that went wrong, it
was always fhe who was afked why it was
not right; when the wanted to be driving
about all day, the coachman always faid it
was too much for the horfes ; when fhe tra-
velled, the maids aJways atked her what muft
pPacked up; if -the happened to be out at
dinner-time, Mr. Liffin found fault with
every thing being cold: if (he wanted to
do {omething fhe liked, he faid the. had

«better let it alone; and, in fine, her vio-
lent defire for this ftate of freedom, ended
in conceiving it a ftate aof bondage ; fhe
found ker own houfe the houfe of which the
muft take the charge ; being ker owi mif-
trefs, having the burthen of f{uperintending
a whole family ; and being married, becom-
ing the property of another, to whom the
made over a legal right ta treat her juft la:s

€

r 4
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he pleafed. And as fhe had chofen neither
for charatter, nor for difpofition, neither

from {ympathy nor refpeét, fhe found it ~

hard to fubmit where the meant to become
independent, and difficult to take the cares
where flie had made no provifion for the
folaces of domeftic life.

The notable Mrs. Mittin contrived foon
to {o ufefully ingratiate herfelf in the favour
of Mr. Dennel, that, in the full perfuafion
fhe would fave him half his annual ex-
-pences, he married her: but her friend,
Mr. Clykes, was robbed in his journey
home of the cath which he bad fo ditho-
nourably gained.

The firft care of Edgar was to clear every
debt in which Camilla had borne any fhare,
and then to make over to Lavinia the little
portion intended to be parted between the
fifters. Henry would have. refifted; but
‘Mr. Tyrold knew the fortune of Edgar to
be fully adequate to his generofity, and
fuftained the propofition. Sir Sedley Cla-
rendel received his two hundred pounds
‘without oppofition, though with furprife ;
and was dubious whether to rejoice in the
[backles he had efcaped, or to lament the
charmer he had loft.

Sir Hugh would fuffer no one but him-
Aelf to clear the debts of his two nephews,

or refund what bad been advanced by his’

excellent

‘|
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excellent old friend Mr. Weftwyn. He
called back all his fervants, liberally re-
compenfed their marked attachment, pro-
vided particularly for good old Jacob ; and
took upon himfelf the moft ample reward

for the poftillion who meant to gefcue
' Eugema

The prifoner -and his wife, now worthy
eftablithed cottagers, were the firft, at’ the
entrance of Beech Park, to welcome the
bride and bridegroom ; and little Peggy
Higden wasfent for immediately,and placed,
with extremeft kindnefs, where fhe might
rife in ufe and in profit.

Lord O’Lerncy was feduloufly fought
by Edgar, who had the infinite happinefs
to fee Camilla a feleGted friend of Lady
Ifabella Irby, whofe benevolent care of her
i the feafon of her utter diftrefs, had foftly
enchamed her tendereft gratitude, and had
éxcited in himfelf an almoft adoring re-
pect..

Melmond had received in time the cau-
tion of Camilla, to prevent the meeting to
which the bafenefs of Bellamy was debud-
ing his mifguided fifter, through her own
wild theories. He forbore to blaft her
fame by: calling him publicly to account ;
and ere furtherarts could be practifed, B:l-
lamy was no more.

: Mrs,
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" Mrs. Berlinton,. in the sfhock of fudden
forrow, fhut herfelf up from the world.
Claims.of debts of honour, which fhe had
no means to anfwer, purfued her in her re-
treat ; fhe became at once tlie prey of grief,
repentance, and Ihame and her mind was
yet young enough in wrong, to be pene-
trated by the early chaflifement of calamity.
Renioved from the whirl of pleafure, which
takes reflexion from action, and feeling
from thought, fhe reviewed, with poignant
contrition, her gracelefs mifcondu@ with
regard to Eugenia, detefted her infatuation,
and-humbled herfelf to implore forgivenefs.
Her aunt feized the agitating moment of
felf-upbraiding and worldly difguft, to im-
prefs upon her fears the leflons of her open-
mg life: and thus, repulfed from. paffion,
and fickened of diffipation, though too
. ﬂhberally inftruted for cheerful -and ra-
tional plety, the was happily fnatched from
utter ruin by protecting, though eccentric
enthufiafm.

Eugenia, for fome time, continued in
volumary feclufion, happily reapmg from
the fruits of her education and' her virtues,
refources and reflexions for retirement that
"robbed it of wearinefs. The name, the
recollection of Bellamy, always' rmade her
fhudder, but the peace of perfect innocence
was foon reftored to her mind. The fuffer-

ings
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ings of Mrs. Berlinton from felf-reproach,
taught her yet more fully to value the feli-
city of blamelefinefs ;. and the generous li-
berality of her charalter, made the firft in-’
ducement fhe felt for exertion,, the benevo-
lence of giving folace to a penitent who
bad injured her. ‘ ‘
‘Melmond, long confcious of her worth,
and difgufted with all that bad rivalled it in
his mind, with the fervour of fincerity, yet
diffidence of thame and regret, now fearfully
fought the favour he before had. relu&tantly
received. But Eugenia retreated. She had
no courage for a new engagement, no faith
for new vows, no hope for new happinefs:
till his really exemplary charater, with the
fympathy of his feelings, and the fimila-
rity of his tafte and turn of mind with her
own, made the Tyrolds, when they perceived
his afcendance, fecond his withes. "Appro-
bation fo facred, joined to a prepofleffion
Jo tender, foon conquered: every timid dif-
ficulty in the ingenuous Eugenia; who
in his well-earnt efteem, and grateful affec-
tion, received, at length, the recompence
of every exerted virtue,. and the folace of
cvery paft fuffering. - Melmond, in'a com~
panion delighting. in all his favourite pur-
{fuits, and capable of joining even in. his
feverer ftudies, found a charm to beguile”
from him all former- regret, while reafon
VOL. V. QU ~and:
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and experience endeared his ultimate choice.
Eugenia once loved, was loved for ever.
Where her countenance was looked at, her
want of beauty was forgotten; while her
voice was heard, her figure was unobferved ;
where her virtues were known, they feemed
but to be enhanced by her perfonal misfor-
tunes..

The Barofiet was enchanted to fee her
thus unexpeétedly happy, and foon tranf-
ferred to Melmond the claffical refpe&
which Clermont had forfeited, when he
concurred with Eugenia, in a petition, that
Dr. Orkborne, without further delay, might
be enabled to retire to his own plans and
purfuits, with fuch juft and honourable
confideration for labours he well knew how
to appreciate, as his friend Mr. Tyrold

fhould judge to be worthy of his accept-

ance.

‘With joy expanding to.that thankful-
nefs which may be called the beauty of piety, - -

the virtuous Tyrolds, as their firft bleflings,
received “thefe bleflings of their’ children :
and the beneficent Sir Hugh felt every with
fo fatisfied, he could fearcely occupy him-
felf again with a proje@—fave a maxim of
prudence, drawn from his own experience,
which he daily planned teaching to the
little generation rifing around him; To
avord, from the difafters of their Un::llle,
. B e
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the Dangers and Temptations, to their De-
{cendants, of Unfettled Collateral' Expetta-
tions.

Thus ended the long conflifts, doubts,
fufpences, and fufferings of Edgar and Ca-
milla: who, without one inevitable cala-
mity, one unavoidable diftrefs, fo nearly
fell the facrifice to the two extremes of
Imprudence, and Sufpicion. . Edgar, by
generous confidence, became the repofitory
of her every thought ; and her friends read
_her exquifite lot in a gaiety no longer to
be feared: while, faithful to his word,
making Etherington; Cleves, and Beech
"Park, his alternate dwellings, he rarely
‘parted her from her fond Parents, and en«
raptured Uncle. And Dr. Marchmont,
as he faw the pure innocence, open frank=
nefs, and {potlefs honour of her heart,
found in her virtues, or her errours,
her facility, or-her defperation, but A
PICTURE OoF YOUTH

FINIS.
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